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| | fnemed much to da it, faid he. wiping his foro- 


LETTER Cl. 


UsBEx to 6. 


ſtitution. The other day, I went into a 


i great fat man with a ruddy complexion, who 
faid, with a loud voice, I have publiſhed my 
mandate; I ſhall make no further anſwer to 
| what you ſay ; but read that mandate, and you 

| will find that 1 have reſolved all your doubts. I 


head with his hand, I had need ot all my learn- 
ing; and I was obliged to read many a Latin au- 


| thor. I believe fo, ſaid a man who was by; for 
iis a curious work, and I defy even the jeſuit, 


abo comes ſo dficn to fee you, to compaſe a bet- 


n de better inftruſted in theſe matters in a 


quarter of an hour, than if I had talked to you 


| whole day. Thus he avoided entering into a 


converſation, and expoſing his infufficiency. But 
vhe fan himſelf peefſed, he was obliged wn quit 


Trage 
houſe, where the firſt perſon I ſaw was 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
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his intrench ments; and began to ſay, with 3 


theological encrgy, a great many fooliſh thing, 
ſupported by a derviſe who ſhowed. the uitmett 
reſpe& to what he ſaid. When two perſons who 
were preſent denied him any of his principles, he 
preſently crĩed out, it is certain, we have ſa de 
termined it, and we are infallible judges. And 


how came you, ſaid I to him then, to be infalli. | 


ble judges ? Do not you perceive, replied he, 


| that the holy Spirit hath enlightened us? That 


i happy, returned I, for from the manner of 


your talking to-day, En. 


need to be calightened. | 


' Paris, the 19th of the 
moon Rebiab, 1717. 


+ + © 1 * 


UsBex fo Innan, at SMYRNA. 


Kates, the princes of which are, ſtrictiy ſpeaking, 
che martyrs of ſovereigaty. Our glorious ſultans 
have more wives than ſome of theſe petry princes: 
have ſubjects. The ſtates of Italy, which are not 


fo united, are more to be pitied, their dominios 


are as much expoſed. as ſo many caravanſerm, 


they are forced to admit the firſt who come: they | 


are therefore obliged to attach themſelves to ſome 


T mot eee aun in Hummacns | 
thoſe ofthe emperor, the kings of France, | 
Spain, and England. Italy, and a large part of 
Germany, are divided into a great many little | 
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fortune. The cuſtom, in ſome ſtates, of puuing 
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great prince, and give him a ſhare of their fears, 
rather than of their aſſiſtance. The greater part 
of the governments in Europe are monarchical, 
or rather they are ſo called: for I do not know 
whether there-ever was one truly ſo; at leaſt 
it is difficult that they ſhould ſubſiſt long with- 
out being corrupted. It is a ſtate of violence, 


hat always degenerates into de ſpotiſm, or ino a 


republic. The power can never be cqually divi- 
ded between the people and the prince; the ba- 


lance is too difficult to be preſerved: the power 


muſt decreaſe on one tide, whilit it increates on 
the other; but the balance is generally in tavour 


of the prince, who is at the head of the armies. 


Accordingly the power of the European kings is 


very great, and it may be ſaid they have as much 
35 they pleaſe : but they do not exercile it ſo ex- 
tenfively as our ſultans; firſt, becauſe they are not 
willing 10 offend the manners and religion of the 
people; ſecondly, becauſe it is not their intereſt 


| wextend it fo far Nothing more reduces prin- 
e 10 the condition of their ſubjects, than the 


immenſe power they exerciſe over them; nothing 
ſubje&ts them more to the turns and caprices of 


to death all thoſe who offend them, upon the 
laſt ſignal that they make, deſtroys that propor- 
tion which ought to be obſerved between crines 


| and puniſhments, which is in a manner the fout 


of a ſtate, and the harmony of empires; and this 


| FÞroportion, carefully obierved by the Chriſtian 


princes, hath given them a very great advantage 
Ser our ſultans. A Perkan wha hatb, by im- 
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prudence or misfortune, drawn upon himſelf he 


diſpleaſure of his prince, is ſare to die: the ſmal- 
leſt faulr, or the leaſt caprice, reduces him to 
this ncceflity. Bur, if he had attempred rhe life 


of his ſovercign, if be had deſigned to give up. 


places of importance into the hands of the ene- 
my, he ſtill would but loſe his life : he runs no 
greater riſque in this latter caſe than in the for- 


mer. 80 that under the leaſt diſgrace, ſeeing 


certain death before him, and nothing worſe to 
fear, he is naturally led to diſturb the ſtate, and 


to conſpire againſt his ſovereign, the only reſource 


9 ue Sa Fe Stn a 


| be hath left. It is not the ſame with the great | 


men in Europe, from whom their diſgrace takes 
away only the good-will and favour of their prince, 
They retire from court, and think of nothing but 


enjoying a quiet life, and the advantages of their 


birth. As they ſeldom loſe their lives but for 
high-treaſoo, they are fearful of falling into it, 
from a conſideration of how much they have to 
loſe, and how little to gain: 'this is the reaſon 


that we ſee few rebcllions here, and few princes 


perilh by violent deaths. If in that unlimited power 


our princes have, they did not take ſo many pre- 


cautions for the ſecurity of theic lives, they would 
not live a day ; and if they had not in their pay 


2 great number of troops, to tyrannize over the 


reſt of their ſubjects, their empire would not ſub- 


fiſt a month. It is not above three or four ages * 


ago, that a king of France took guards, contra- 
ry to the cuſtom of thoſe times, to ſecure himſelf 


from ſome ruffians whom a petty prince of Aſia 
had ſent to aſſaſſinate him : till then kings lives | 
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quict in the midſt of their ſubjects, as fathers a 
midſt their children. Though the kings of France 
cannot, of their own motion, take away the life 
of any of their ſubjects, like our ſultans, they 
have however always the power of extending mer- 
ej to all criminals: it is ſufficient that a man hath 
deen ſo happy as to ſee the auguſt countenance - 
of his prince, to remove his unworthineſs to live. 
Theſe monarchs are like the ſun, who carries 
narmth and life every where. | | 


© Paris, the 8th of the moon 
5 of che 2d Rebiab, 1717. 


LETTER CH. 
Usskk to the Same. 


* purſue the ſubject of my laſt letter, hear 
1 what a ſenſible European ſaid to me the 

other day. The worſt method the Afiatic princes 
could take, is to ſhui themſclves upas they do. Ihey 
think to render themſclves more reſpected : but 
| they make the royalty reſpected, and not the king, 
and attach the minds of the ſubjects to a certain 
throne, and not to a certain perſon, That invi- 
ſible power which governs, is always the ſame to 
the people. 1 hough ten kings, who are known 
only by name, have their throats cut one after 
another, the ſubjects are ſenſible of no difference; 
it is juſt as if they had been governed by their 
ſpirits, If the deteſtable parricide of the great 
King Henry IV. here, had given his blow to one of 


* 


or his family and children. We wonder that 


king who hath but one head! He ſeems to cob 


" * 
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the Indian kings, maſter of the royal Gignet, and | 


of a great treaſure which would have feemed 90 
have been heaped up for him, he would quiedy 
have aſſumed the reigns of the empire, without 
any perſon's thinking to inquire after his king, 


there is ſcarcely ever any change in the govern- 
meats of the eaſtern princes; whence comes dm, 


if it is not that they are tyrannical and terrible? 


Changes cannot be effected but by the prince, or 
by the people. Now, there, the princes will take 
care not to make a change, becauſe, being in ſo 
high a degree of power, they have all they can 
have ; if they were to make any change, it could 


not but be to their own prejudice. As to the 
ſubjects, if any one of them forms ſuch a deſign, 


he cannot execute. it upon the ſtate 3 it would be 


neceſſary he ſhould counterbalance immediately = 
_ a power formidable, and always the only one; he 


wants time as well as the means : but he has no 
more than to go to the ſource of this power ; and 
he wants nothing but an arm and a moment. 


The murderer mounts the throne, whilſt the mo- 
narch deſcends, falls, and expires at his feet, A 


malecontent, ia Europe, thinks of carrying on 


ſome private intelligence; to go over to the ene- }. 


my; to get ſome ſtrong place into his power; to 
excite murmurings among the ſubjects. A male- 


content, in Afia, aims directly at the prince, fur- 
priſes, ſtrikes, and overthrows : he blots out his 


very memory; in an inſtant ſlave and maſter, in 
an inſtant uſurper and lawful. Unhappy the 


lect 
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leſt all His power upon it, only to point out to 
the irſt ambitious rebel the aan may 
Wi all rogerber. 


"Paris, the 15th of the moon 
A the 2d Rebiab, 1717. 


LETTER Cv. 
UsBEK fo the Same. 


\ LL the people of Europe are not equally | 
ſubject to their princes ; for inſtance, the 


"impatient humour of the Engliſh ſeldom give 


their king time to make his power heavy. Pai- 
in their eſteem. They ſay upon this head very 


_ extraordinary things. According to them, there 


s but one tic that can bind men, which is that 


A gratitude: a huſband, a wife, a father and 


fon, are not bound to each other, but either by 


the love they bear to one another, or by mutual 
Iſerrices: and theſe different motives of acknow - 
lalgment, are the origin of every kingdom, and 
Al ſocieties. But if a prince, very far from 
| making his ſubjects live happy, endeavours to op- 
| 1 


We tm and they return to their natural li- 
berty, They maintain that no unlimited power 
tan be lawful, becauſe it never could lawfully 
commence. For we cannot, ſay they, give to 


mother more power over us, than we have our- 


Vor.. II. . | ſielves: 
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ſelves : now we have not an unlimited power o- 


ver ourſelves; for inſtance, we cannot take a- 


way our own lives, no perſon then upon earth. 


conclude they, hath a right to ſuch a power. 
High treaſon is nothing, according 10 them, but 
a crime committed by the weaker againſt the 
ſtronger, by diſobcying him, in whatever man- 
ner he does ſo. Accordingly the people of Eng- 
land, when they found themſelves ſtrongeſt in 


oppoſition to one of their kings, declared it to 


be high treaſon in a king to make war upon his 
ſubjects. They have therefore good reaſon to 
tay, that the precept in their Koran, which en · 
Joins obedience to the powers, is not very diffi- 
cult to be followed, as it is impoſſible for them 


not to obſerve it; ſince it is not to the moſt vir- 
tuous that they are obliged io ſubmit, but to the | 


ſtrongeſt. The Engliſch ſay, that one of their 
kings having overcome, and taken priſoner, a 
prince who diſputed the crown with him, and 
reproaching him with his treachery and perſidi- 
ouſneſs: it. is not above a moment, replicd the 
unfortunate prince, ſince it was decided which 
of us two is the traitor. An uſurper declares all 
thoſe to be rebels, who have not, like him, op- 
preſſed their country: and, believing there are 
no laws where he ſees no judges, forces reſpet 


decrees of beaven. 


Paris, the auth of the morn 5 
of the 24 Rebiab, 1517. 


' LETTER 


to the caprices of chance and fortune, as to the 
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SELCTT 2. Oo. 
RnxtpDi to UsBEK, at Paris. 


talkeſt much to me in one of thy let- 
ters, of the arts and ſciences cultivated im 


the weſt. Thou wilt be ready to regard me as a 
darbarian: but I know not if the benefit de · 


rived from them hath made amends to man - 
Lind, for the bad uſe to which they are daily ap · 
L have heard ſay, that the ſingle inven- 
tion of bombs, hath deſtroyed the liberty ot all 
the people of Europe. The princes being no 
longer willing to intruſt the guard of towns to 
the citizens, who would ſurrender them at the 
fiſt bomb, made that a pretext for keeping a 
unge body of regular troops, with which they 


 mherwards oppreſſed their ſubjects. Thou know- 


eſt, that ſince the invention of gun- -powder, there 


u no place impregnable ; that is to ſay, Utbck, 


that there is not any longer an aſylum upon earth 
againſt injuſtice and violence. I always tremble, 
kit they ſhould arrive at laſt at the diſcovery of 


ſome ſecret which may furniſh them with a ſhort- 
er wa to deſtroy mankind, and to depopulate 


whole nations and whole kingdoms. Thou haſt 
rad the hiſtorians ; reflect ſeriouſly upon them; 


| Umoſt all monarchics have been founded only 


upon the ignorance of arts, and have only been 


| #ſtroyed by their being too much cultivated. 


The ancient empire of Perfia may furniſh us with 


] 2 domeſtic example. I have not been long in 


T 2 


Europe: 


. : 
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Europe: but I have heard wiſe men talk of the | 


ravages of chymiſtry. It ſeems to be a fourth 


ſcourge, which ruins mankind, and deſtrom 


them fingly, but continually ; whilſ that of war, 


plague, and famine, deſtrozs them in large bo- 


dies, but by intervals. How have we been bene- 


fited by the invention of the compaſs, and: the 
diſcovery of ſo many nations, who have rather 
communicated to us their diſtempers, than their 


liches? Gold and filver have been eſtabliſhed, by 


a general agreement, to be the price of all mer - 
chandizes, and the meaſure of their value, be. 
cauſe theſe metals were ſcarce, and unfit for other 


uſes : what beneſit was it to us, then, that they 


ſhould become more common? and that to mark 
the value of any commodity, we ſhould have two | 


or three tokens inſtead of one? This was only a 
greater inconvenience. Bur, on the other hand, 


this invention hath been very hurtful to the 
countrics that have been diſcovered. Whole 


nations have been diſcovered : and thoſe who 


have eſcaped death, have been reduced to fo cruel 


a Nlavery, that the relation of it makes the Mul- 


fulmans wemble. Happy ignorance of the chil. 


dren of Mabomet ! amiable fimplicity, ſo. dear to 
our holy prophet ; thou doſt always recal to wy 
mind the plain honeſty of ancient times, and that 
tranquillity which reigned in the hearts of our 
firſt tathers. Wis "" 


Venice, the th of the moon. 
— Rhamazan, 2717. 


LETTER 
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nr 
Ussex fo Rurtpi, of Venice. 


1 17 doſt not think as thou ſayeſt, or eſſe 

actions are better than thy thoughts. 
Ne thy country to gain knowledge. 
und thou deſpiſeſt all inſtruction: thou travelleſt 
w improve thyſelf, in a country where they cul- 
grate the polite arts, and lookeſt upon them as 
hartful. Shall I tell thee, Rhedi? I agree with 
thee more than thou doft with thyſelf. Haſt 
thou well reflected on the barbarous and unhap- 

jy condition into which we ſhould be ſunk by the 
Wh of the acts ? There is => e k, 
ve may fee it. There are yet people upon earth 
among whom an ape, tolerably well taught, might 
ne with honour ; he would be nearly upon a le- 
del with the reſt of the inhabitants; he would 
not be thought an odd being, nor a whimſical 
character; he would paſs as well as another, and 
would even be diſtinguiſhed for his politeneſs. 
Thou ſayeſt, that almoſt all the founders of em- 
| Pires have been ignorant of the arts. I will not 
u impetuous torrent, ſpread themſelves over the 
| earth, and covered with their ſavage armies the 
molt police ſtates : but, obſerve, they learned the 
mu, or made thoſe they conquered exerciſe them, 
otherwiſe their power would have paſſed away 
like the noiſe of thunder and tempeſts. Thou 
ſweſt, thou art afraid leſt they ſhould invent 
rh as ſome 
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ſome crueller method of de ſtruction than thay 

now uſed. No: if ſuch a fatal invention ſhould 
be diſcovered, by the law of nations it would be 
prohibited, and by the unanimovs conſent of na- 
tions it would be ſupprefied. It is not the inte- 


reſt of princes to conquer by ſuch means: ith 
their buſineſs to gain ſubjtcts and not lands. Thon 


doſt complain of the invention of gun · poder and 


bombs; you think it is bad that no place is a 
longer impregnable, that is, you think it is a ba 


thing that wars ſhould be ſooner terminated than 
they were before. Thou muſt have obſcrved, in 
reading of hiſtory, chat, ſince the invention of 
gun powder, battles. are much leſs bloody than 


arts render the people eſſeminate, and by that 


means are the cauſe of the falt of empires. Thon 


meationeſt the ruin of the ancient Perſians, which 


was the effect of their effeminacy : but this exam- 1 


ple is far from being decifive, fince the Greeks, 


who conquered them ſo often, and ſubdued them, 


cultivated, the arts with much greater afliduiy. 
When they ſay, the arts make men cffeminate, 


they do not in the leaſt ſpeak of thoſe people | 


who work at them ; becauſe they are never idle, 
which, of all vices, is that which weakens cou- 


rage moſt. The queſtion then is, as to thoſe 
| who enjoy the fruits of them. But as in a polite } 

country, thoſe who reap the benefits of one art, 
are obliged to culuvate another, left they _— | 


formerly, becauſe armies hardly ever mix among 
one another. And, if an art in ſome particular | 
caſe ſhould be found prejudicia}, ought it, on that | 
account, to be rejected? Thou thinkeſt that the 
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1 te reduced to a ſhameful poverty ; it follows, 


that idleneſs and luxury arc incompatible with 
the arts. Paris is, perhaps, the moſt luxurious 
__ and refincs the moſt upon her 


; and yet, perhaps, no people live har- 


Se chas chere. 'That one man may live in luxu- 


55, a hundred muſt be continually labouring. A 
lady takes it into her head, that ſhe muſt appear 


atan aſſembly in a certain dreſs; from this mo- 
ment fifty artificers have no leiſure either to eat, 
trink, or ſleep: ſhe commands, and is more rea- 
Hy obeyed than our monarch, for intereſt is the 
greateſt monarch upon earth. This great appli- 
tion to labour, this thirſt to grow rich, runs 


trough every rank, from the artificers up to the 


greateſt men. Nobody loves to be poorer than 
him who is next beneath him. You may ſee at 
Paris, 2 man who hath ſufficient to live vpon to 
the end of the world, who continually labours, 
and ventures the ſhortening of his days, io ſcrape 
up, as he ſays, wherewith to live. The ſame ſpi- 
fit prevails through the whole nation, nothing is 


ſten there bur labour and induſtry. Where then 
Ache effeminate people of whom you talk fo 
| much ? | will ſuppoſe, Rhedi, that in ſome king- 


dom they ſhould ſuffer no arts but ſuch as are 


A olutely neceſſary for the manuring of the lands; 
wich are nevertheleſs very numerous; and that 


they ſhould expel all thoſe which only adminiſter 
w pleaſure, or curioſity; I will maintain, that 


1 this would be one of the moſt miſerable ates 


that hath ever been in the world. Though the 
mhabirants ſhould have reſolution enongh to ſhift 


vithout 


224 PERSIAN LETTERS. 
without ſo many things as their wants require, 
the people would decay daily, and the Rate would 


become ſo weak, that there would be no ſtate ſo 


little that could not conquer it. It would be eaſy 


| 10 diſcuſs this at large, and to make thee ſendible - 


that the revenues of the ſubjects would be almot 


mutual relations between citizens of the fame fa- 


cultics: they would ſee an end to that circulation 
of riches, and that increaſe of the revenues which 


ariſe from the dependance of the arts one upon 
and raiſe no more than what would be preciſcly 


neceflary to keep him from ſtarving. Burt as this 


ſometimes is not the tweatieth part of the revenue 
of the ſtate, the number of the inhabitants muſt 


diminiſh in proportion, and there would be but 


7 I pace of chem remata Conga 
to how much the revenue of induſtry ariſes. 


Land produces annually to the owner but the 


twentieth part of its value; but with a piſtole 
worth of colours a painter will draw a picture 
that will produce him fifty. 'The ſame may be 
ſaid of gold{miths, workers in wool and filk, and 
every kind of artificers : from all which we con- 
clude, Rhedi, that, for a prince to be powerful, 
it is neceflary his ſubjeQts ſhould live in affluence, 


attention as the neceſſaries of life. 
Chalral, 2719. 


abſolutely at an end, and conſequently thoſe of | 
the prince. There would hardly be any of thoſe 


another : every one would live upon his land, 


he thould endeavour to procure 
them every kind of ſupcrfluities, with as muck 


44 © Sn b©6o wu gs vv 0 ee . ©o Co 6 © ww i coco a $4 & & _ __© 


LETTER | 


PERSIAN LETTERS. 225 


- 


L E-T T E R CVIL 
Rica fo IBBEn, at SMTRNA. 


Have ſcen the young monarch. His life is 


I very valuable to his ſubjects, it is not leſs ſo 


w all Europe, becauſe of the great troubles his 
death might occ aon. But kings are like the 
gods ; and whilſt they live, we muſt believe them 
immortal. His countenance is majeſtic, but plea» 
ing: a good education concurs with a happy diſ- 
polition, and already promiſes a great prince. 
They ſay we can never know the character of 
thele weſtern princes, till they have paſſed theſe 


wo trials, their miſtreſs and their confeſſor. We 


thall ſoon ſee the one and the other labouring to 
poſſeſs the mind of this, and he on this account 
will be the ſubject of great contentions. For, 
under à young prince, theſe two powers are al- 
ways rivals; but they agree and unite together 


nder an old one. A derviſe hath a difficult 
| part to ſupport with a young prince: the king's 


firength is his weaknets : but the other triumphs = 


; equally in his ſtrength and weakneſs, At my ar- 


val in France, I found the late king entirely go- 


verned by women: and yet, conſidering his age, 
I believe he had le ſs occaſion for them than any 


monarch upon carth. I one day heard a wo- 
man ſay : 1 muſt do ſomething for this young co- 


bel, I Know his valour; I muſt ſpeak to the mi- 


aiter. Another ſaid, it is aſtoniſhinꝝ this young, 
Wbot hath been ſorgot; he muſt be a biſhop. ;. 
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he is a man of biftth, and 1 can anſwer for his 
conduct. However, thou muſt not imagine that 


theſe. women who held this converſation were fa - 


vourites of the prince: they had not perhaps 


ſpoke to him twice in their lives; which yet is a + 


very eaſy thing to do with European princes. 


But there is not a perſon who hath any employ- | 


ment at court, in Paris, or in the provinces, who 


hath not ſome woman through whoſe hands all | 
the favours, and ſomerimes all the injuſtice he can 


do, always paſs. Theſe women are conſtantly 
connected together, and make a kind of republic, 
the members of which are always buſy mutually 
to ſuccour and ſerve cach other : it is a new kind 


of ſtate within another: and a perſon at the coun 


at Paris, or in the provinces, who ſces the mini- 


ſters, magiſtrates, and prelates, acting in their 


ſeveral ftations, if he knows nothing of the wo- 


men who govern them, is like a man indeed who 
ſees a machine at work, but who is unacquaint- - 


ed with the ſprings that move it. Doſt thou thiok, 
Ibben, that a woman agrees to be a miſtreſs to a 


miniſter for the pleaſure of lying with him? what | 


| a ſtrange thought this would be ! It is that ſhe 
may every morning preſent him with five or fix 
petitions : and the goodneſs of their natural dif- 


poſition appears in the zeal which they have to 
do good to a great number of unhappy people, 


is much worſe in France, where the women io 
general govern, and not only aſſume the auto- 
| ry 


who procure them a hundred thouſand livres a- 
year. They complain in Perſia, that the king- | 
dom is governed by two or three women: butt 
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rity in groſs, but even divide it among themſelves 


L ET TE A cm. 
UsBEK fo . 


HERE are a kind of books here not at all 

known to us in Perſia, and which ſeem to 
be much in faſhion here: theſe are the journals. 
Lazy people are mightily pleaſed with reading 
them : they are hugely delighted with being able 
10 run through thirty volumes in a quarter of an 
hour. In moſt of theſe books, the author hath 
hardly paid his uſual compliments, but the reader 
s at his laſt gaſp : he leads him half dead into 
a ſubje& drowned in the midſt of an ocean of 
words. One man hath a mind to immortalize 
himſelf in a duodecimo, this in a quarts, another 
in a folzo : it is neceſſary then he ſhould extend 
his ſubject in proportion; this he does without 
mercy, eſteeming the labour of the poor reader 
x nothing, who kills himſelf in reducing what 
the author took ſo much pains to enlarge, I 


| cannot find, * ®, what merit there is in com- 
Poing ſuch kinds of work: 1 could do the ſame 
_ ealily enough, if I had a mind to ruin my health, 


j anda bookſeller. The great fault of theſe jour- 

{| nalifts is, that they ſpeak only of new books ; as 

i uch was always novel. It ſeems to me, that, 
| EY 
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cill a man hath read all the ancient books, he he 


no reaſon to prefer the new ones to them. But, 


when they impoſe. it as a law upon themſelves, ne- 
ver to ſpeak of works but ſuch as are juſt hot from 


the forge, they likewiſe lay themſclves under an- · 


other which is, to be very tireſome. They take 
care not to criticiſe thoſe books from which they 
make their extracts, for this reaſon, becauſe chey 


are not able; and indeed, what man is bold 


enough to make ten or a dozen enemics every 


month. The generality of authors are like the 


poets, who will bear a hearty caning without 
complaining ; but who, little tender of their 


ſhoulders, are ſo much more ſo of their works, 
that they know not how to bear the leaſt criti. 


ciſm. A perſon therefore muſt take 
how he attacks them in ſo ſenfible a part; and 


the jouraaliſts are well 2cquaimed with ii 


They therefore do juſt the contrary ; they begin 

_ with praiſing the ſubject treated on; this is their 
firſt folly : fram thence they go on to praiſe the 
author, with forced encomiums; for they hare 
to do with people who are always in breath, ever 
ready to do themſclves juſtice, and to attack, 
with a ſtroke of their pens, a fool-hardy jour 


Paris, the $th of the 
moon Z:kade, 1118. 
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LEST TER c. 
Rica fe . 


_ univerſity of Paris is the eldeſt daugh- 
ter of the Kings of France; and the elde gt 
i much; for ſhe is above nine hundred years 
een I have been 
wid, that ſhe had ſometimes a great quarrel with 
fome doors about the letter Q, which ſhe 
would have pronounced like a K. The diſpute 
grew ſo warm, that ſome were ſtript of their 
cares : the parliament was obliged to determine 
the difference; and it granted permiſſion, by a 
ſlemn arret, to all the ſubjefts of the King of 
| France, to pronounce this letter according to 


wo ſee the two moſt reſpeRable bodies in Europe, 


about a letter in the alphabet! It looks, my dear 
, 253 if the heads of the greateſt men idiot- 


there are moſt people, there is ſo much the leſs 
wiſdom. Great bodies always attach themſelres 
ſo ſtrongly to little things, and fooliſh cuſtoms, 
that eſſentials never come to be conſidered till ar- 
$ terwards, I have heard ſay, that a king of Ar- 
non having aſſembled + the ſtates of Arragon 
and Catalonia, the firſt meetings were employed 
in deciding what language the deliberations ſhould 


Vol. I. U - "a 


„ enn 


their own fancy. It was certainly very diverting 


in deciding in ſo vehement a manner 


ned when they meet together; and that where 
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be held in: the diſpute was warm, and the ſtates 
would have broke up a thouſand times, if they 


had not of an expedient, which was, that 


the queſtions ſhould be put in the Catalonian 
?—FF—!:: ndaabatc..._ 


| Parks, the 25th of the moon 
Zilhage, 1718. 


LIZ TT IA OC 
| Rica to 
part 2 pretty woman hath to conduct, 
3 5 is more important than may be imagined. 

Nothing is more ſerious than what paſſes every 


foreſees the ſucceſs. What perplexity of mind, 
what 


while ſhe is reſigned to the one and to the other; 
and makes herſelf the mediatrix in all the cauſcs 
of complaint chat ſhe gives them ! How buſy in 
ſettliag the order, and to appoint parties of plea · 
ſure, and to prevent every accident that may in- 
terrupt hem] With all this, the greameſt trou- 
ble is not to be, but to appear, diverted. Be 
as dull as you pleaſe, they will excuſc you, pro- 


vided they can but be thought to have been very | 


merry. Some days ago, I was at a ſupper which 


ſome 


morning at her toilet, amidſt her ſervants: a ge- | 
neral of an army does not make uſe of more con- | 
ſideration how to place his right, or his corps de | 

reſerve, than ſhe does to place a paich, which | 
may fail of its end, but of which ſhe hopes or | 


thought, continually to be reconciling che in · 
tereſts of two rivals; to appear neuter to both, 
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are very merry: there is not 10-day in Paris fo 
gry 2 party as ours. As I grew heavy, a wo- 
| jogged me, and ſaid, Well, are not we in 


© Paris, the ꝛth of the moon 
Maharran, 1728. 
1 1 * 1 * An 
Uzsnec fo ©S# 


Tan late king's reign was ſo long, that the 
end had made the beginning to be forgor. 
At preſent the faſhion is, to be taken up with 


- nothing but with the events that happened in his 


minority: and no body rea ds any thing now but 


the memoirs of thoſe times.——Sce a ſpeech 


which one of the generals of the city of Paris 


made in a. council of war: though I muſt coa- 
6 cntiing very grour ie 


'CanTLeKeN, 
"Thang ove wooge have hoon centtih with 
*loſs, I believe it will be very caſy for us to re- 
C 2 © paic 
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© pair this misfortune. I have compoſed fix coup. 
lets of a ſong ready to be publiſhed, which, 1 
am perſuaded, will reſtore all our affairs to an 


« equilibrium. I have made choice of ſome ex. | 
* ccllent voices, which, iſſuing from the caviy 
* of certain ſtrong breaſts, will wonderfully move 


the people. They are ſer to an air, which li- 
* therto hath had a ſingular effect. If this dog 


| * not do, we will publiſh a print of Mazarine az | 


© hanged, Lackily for us, he does not ſpeak 


© good French “*, and ſo murders it that it is im · 


* poſſible but that his affairs muſt decline. We 
do not fail making the people obſerve, with 


hat a ridiculous accent he pronounces +. 4 


few days ago we made ſuch a ridicule of a blyn- 


der that he made in grammar, that it hath been | 
made a joke of in every ſtreet. I hope, that be- · 


fore eight days, the people will make the name 
of Mazariae a general word to expreſs all beaſts 


of burden and carriage. Since our defeat, our 
© muſic about original ſin 2, hath ſo vexed him, 


that not to ſec all bis party reduced to one half, 
he hath been obliged to ſend back all his pages. 
© Recover yourſelves then; take courage; and 


© be aſſured that we will make him repaſs the 


Paris, the qgth of the moon 
Chahban, 1718. 


* Cardinal Mazarine was an Italian by birth. 


+ The Cardinal being to pronounce the edit of the Union, he 
called it, before the depatics of the parliament, the edict of the | 


Onion, which made the public very merry. 
+ The ſin of his being born a foreigner. | 
3d * LETTER 
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LETTER CL. 
Rust fo UsSex, af Paris. 
URING my ſtay in Europe, I employ my- 


ftocians : I compare one age with another: 1 
hae the pleaſure of ſeeing them paſs, as it were, 


i thoſe great changes which have made ſo great 


1 x difference between times and times, and the 


cath ſo little like itſelf. Thou haſt perhaps.con- 
fidered a thing which is a continual ſubje& of 
wondfr to me. How comes the world to be fo 


| Ginly peopled, in compariſon to what it was for- 


merly? How hath nature loft the pr 
frofulocſs of the firſt ages ? Is the already in 
her old age, and ſunk into a ſtate of feeblencls ? 
I aid above a year in Italy, where I ſaw nothing 
but the wrecks of the ancient Italy, ſo famous 
in paſt times. Though all the inhabitants live in 
the cities, yet are they entire deſerts, and whol- 


hy depopulated : they ſeem to ſubliſt now only to 


how the places where thoſe potent cities fiood, 


fo much talked of in hiſtory. Some perſons here 


pretend, that the city of Rome alone contained 


Roman citizens, who had ten, and even twenty 


. houſand flaves, without counting thoſe who 


vorked at their country houſes : and as they 
reckon that there were four or five hundred thou. 
V3 | 


in Europe does at this day. There were ſome 
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ſand citizens, we cannot fix the number of its 


inhabitants, without ſhocking imagination itſelf, 


In Sicily there were formerly powerful kingdom, 
and numerous nations, who have fine diſappeae. 
ed : this iſland is now conſiderable for 


now ſhows us only uninhabited countries ; and 


France is nothing in compariſon of that anciem 


Gaul deſcribed by Cæſar. The northern cb 


tries are greatly ſtript ; they are now far from 


being obliged, as formerly, to divide themſelves, 


and to ſend our, like ſwarms, colonies and whole | 


nations. to ſeek for new habitations. Poland, 


and Turky, in Europe, have hardly any people. 


We cannot find in America the fifricth part of 
the men who once formed there fuch great em- 


pires. Afia is ſcarcely in a better ſtate. That 


 Afia Minor, which contained ſo many powerful 
monarchies, and ſuch a vaſt number of great ci- 
tics, hath now but two, or three. As to the 


greater Aſia, that part of it which is ſubject to 


the Turk, is not more populous : as to that un- 
der the dominion of our kings, if compared with 
thc flouriſhing ſtate it formerly enjoyed, we ſhall 


find it hath but a very ſmall ſhare of thoſe num- 


berleſs inhabitants which it had in the times of 
the Xerxeſes and Dariuſes. As to the petty ſtates 
on the borders of theſe great empires, they are 


really deſerts : ſuch are the kingdoms of Irimet- - 
ta, Circaſſia, and that of Guriel. Theſe princes, 


with vaſt dominions, can hardly reckon up fifty 


H 


but its vulcanoes. Greece is ſo deferted, that 
doth not contain the hundredth part of its an. 


cient inhabitants. Spain, formerly ſo cronded, 
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thouſand ſubjects. Egypt is not leſs deficient 
than other countries. In fine, I ſurvey the whole 
carth, and I find nothing there but ruin and de- 
cay: I think I ſee her juſt emerging from the 
ravages of plague and famine. Africa huh al- 
ways been ſo little known, that we cannot ſpeak 
ſo exactly of it as of other parts of the world : 
but if we conſider only the Mediterranean coaſts, 
i hath greatly fallen from what it was under the 
Carthaginians and the Romans, At preſent her 
princes are ſo weak, that they are the moſt petty 
potentates in the world. According to a calcu- 
lation, as exact as can be made in matters of this 
nature, I find there is hardly upon the earth the 
tenth part of the people that there was in ancient 
times. And what is very aſtoniſhing, is, that it 
becomes every day leſs populous : and, if this 
continues, in ten ages it will be no other than a 
deſert. This, Uſbek, is the moſt terrible cata- 
ſtrophe that ever happened in the world. But 
ve have hardly perceived it, becauſe it hath ar- 
med by degrees, and through the courſe of a 
| great number of ages, which denotes an inward 


defect, a ſecret hidden poiſon, a 2 languiſhing diſ- 
eaſe which afflicts human nature. 


Venice, the roth of the moon 
Rhegeb, 1718. 


LETTER 


26 PERSIAN LETTERS, 


LETTE A cxm. 


UsBex to Rnevr, af Venice. 


are indeed the natural effects of the univerſal mo- 
tion of matter. The earth is ſubje&, like the o- 


fers within herſclf, a perpetual conflict among her 


own principles: the ſea and land ſeem engaged in 
an cternal war; every inſtant produces new con- 


junctions. Mankind, in an abode ſo fubjet to 


changes, are in a ſtate likewiſe uncertain : a hun- | 


dred thouſand cauſcs may att, capable of deſtroy. 


ing them, and much more of increafing, or d. 


——— I ſhall not mention to 


thee thoſe particular cataſtrophies, ſo frequent 
among diftccians, which have Eflvoyad climayy 


whole : there are general ones, which 
have often our the human ſpecics within an inch 


plagues, which have, by turns, deſolared the whole 
earth; of one, among others, that was ſo violent 


infected the whole known world, to the very em- 
pire of Cathai : one degree more of corruption 


would perhaps, in a fingle day, have deftropedal 


human nature. It is not to centuries ago that 


the moſt ſhameful of all diſtempers was felt iv | 
Europe, Afia, and Africa ; ä | 


world, Rhedi, is not incorruptible ; the 
heavens themſclves are not; the aftro. 


nomers are eye witneſſet of their changes; which 


of deſtruction. Hiſtory is full of thoſe univeriat 


that it blaſted che very roots of the plants, an 


I 
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| ime prodigious eff:Qs, that would have deſtroyed 


mankind, if it had continued irs progreſs with the 
ane fury. Depreſſed with diſeaſe from their birth, 
incapable of ſuſtaining the weight of the duties 
of ſociety, they muſt miſerably have periſhed. 
What if the venom had been a little more exalt- 
ed? and without doubt it would have become ſo; 
if they had not been ſo happy as to find out ſo 

| a remedy as that which hath been diſ- 
covered. This diſcaſe, perhaps. attacking the 
parts of generation would hare affected ge- 
necarion arfelf But why talk I of the de- 
ſruction which might have happened to the hu- 
man nature? Hath it not in fact arrived? and 
did not the deluge reduce it to one ſingle family ? 
There are philoſophers who maintain two creae 
tions ; that of things, and that of man: they can- 
not conceive that matier and things have been 
created but ſix thouſand years; tha: God deferred 
his works dur ing all eternity, and did not uſe but 


| yeſterday his creative power. Was it becauſe he 


could, or becauſe he would not ? But, if he could 
not at one time, neither could he at another. It 
muſt be then becauſe he would not: but as there 
no ſucceſſion of time in God, if we admit that 
te willed any thing once, he willed it always, and 
kom the beginning . However all hiſtorians 

mention a firſt father: they preſent us with the 


birth of hum an nature. Is it not natural to think 


* The former edition: had bere as follows :——* We muſt not 
* theretore pretend to count the yezrs of the world: the num- 
*ber of the grains of tand upon the ſea · ſhore, is 20 more to * 

ed to them than one inſtant.” | — 

t 
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that Adam was ſaved from ſome common de- 


ſtruction, as Noah was from the deluge; and tha 
theſe great events have been frequeat upon canh 
ſince the creation? But all theſe deſtructions have 
not been violent. We ice many parts of the 
earth grown weary, as it were of furniſhing ſub- 


earth hath not in it general cauſes, flow and in- 


| perceptible, of this wearineſs ? I was willing to 


give thee theſe general ideas, before I anſwerel 
more particularly to thy letter of the decreaſe of 
mankind, which hath happened within theſe ſe- 
venteen or eighteen centuries. I ſhall ſhow thee, 
in a ſucceeding letter, that, independent of ph 


fical cauſes, there are moral ones by which un 


effect may have been produced. 
Faris, the 18th of the | 
moon Chahban, 1718. 
L KT TCR Rh Qt 
VUsBERK fo the Same. 


rP HOU inquiret from what coſe che can 
| leſs populous than it was formerly ; and, if 


thou conſidereſt carefully, thou wilt find that this 


great difference comes from that which hath hap- 
pened in our manners. Since the Chriſtian and 


changed: thele | 


world, things have been greatly 
two religions have been far from being ſo favour- 


able to the propagation of our ſpecies, as that of | 


thoſc lords ofthe univerſc. Among the Romans, 


n 


ſiſtence to man: how do we know if the whole. 


— — ͤ— .. ⁵ ꝗ¾VEUĩ— 


{ + very great advantage over the Mahometan reli - 
gion: divorces were alſo allowed, which gave it 
over 


' | hath the four wives ſettled by law, and only as 
1 many concubines, or ſlaves, muſt not he be weigh- 
1 & down with ſo many veſtments ? Your wives 
are your tillage, faith the prophet ; apply your- 
des therefore to your tillage : do good for your 
fouls, and you ſhall one day find your recompence. 
{| Iconſfider a good muſſulman as a champion, def- 
tined always to be fighting; but who, ſoon weak- 
enced and weighed down with his firſt fatigues, 
1 faints in the very field of battle, and finds himſelf, 
n may be ſaid, to be buried beneath his own tri · 
| amphs. Nature ever acts ſlowly, and as one may 
by, ſparingly ; her operations are never violent, 
wen in her productions ſhe requires temperance : 
he conſtantly goes on by rule and meaſure : if 
| fc is precipirated, ſhe falls into a languor ; ſhe 
| aploys all her remaining ſtrength for her own 
preſervation, quite loſing her productive virtue 
| ud generative power. It is to this ſtate of debi - 
| ly we ace always reduced by fo great a number 
| 9 
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of women, who are fitter to exhauſt, than ſaigfy 


us. It is very common among us, to ſee 3 man 


with a very great ſcraglio, and yet a very ſmall. 


number of children; theſe children too are gene. 


rally weak and unhealthy, and feel the imbeciliy | 


of their fathers. This is not all: theſe 


| obliged to a forced continence, have need of peo. | 
ple to guard them, who can be none but eunucks: {| 


religion, jealouſy, reaſon itſcl{ will permit no o- 
thers to approach them: theſe guardians muſt be 


numerous, to the end they may maintain peace 
within doors amidſt the continual contentions of 
out. So that a man who hath ten wives, or con- 
cubines, muſt have no fewer cunuchs to guand 
them. But what a loſs to ſociety, ſo great a nun- 


ber of men, dead as it were from their birth 


What depopulation muſt follow! The female. 


ſlaves kept in the ſeraglio, to wait with the en- 
nuchs upon this great number of women, almoſt 
always growing old in an afflicting virgiaity : the 
cannot marry while they ſtay there; and their 
miſtreſs, when once uſed to them, u M h 
ver diſmiſs them. Sec how many perſons of both 
ſexes a fingle man employs for his pleaſures; 
they are dead to the ſtate, and rendered uſeleſ in 
the propagation of the ſpecies. Conſtantioople 
and Iſpahan are the capitals of the two greatelt 
empires in the world: it is there that every thing 


ought to terminate, and where every body, draws F 


by a thouſand different ways, ſhould come from 
all parts. Yetevca theſe cities decay of themſelves, 
and would ſoon be deſtroyed, if the ſovereigns 


6 make whole nan 
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| ans move thither to repeople them I will con- 
tinge this ſutyc& in another letter. 

Paris, the 1 gth of the moon 
| Chahbun, 17:8. 


LETTER CXY. 
Ds fo the Same. 


ert Romans had not a leſs number of flaves 
1 chan ve; they had even more: but they 

| | made a better uſe of them. So far from hinder- 

ing by violent means, the multiplication of their 
faves, they on the contrary, favoured it all in 
their power; they coupled them, as much as they 

I could, by a kind of i by -this means, 
they filled their houſes with ſervants of both ſexes, 

of all ages, and the ſtate with an innumerable 
people. Theſe children, who made in time the 
riches of their maſter, were born around him 
without number: he alone had the charge of 
their maintenance and education: their fathers, = 
freed from this burden, followed wholly the in- 
Gnation of their nature, and multiplied without 
fear of having too numerous a family. I hare 
Mrved to thee, that among us, all the ſlaves 
employed in guarding our. women, and in no- 
ng more ; that they are, with reſpect to the 
| fine, in a perpetual lethargy : ſo that the culti- 
of the arts, and of the land, is neceſſarily 
ronkaed to ſome freemen, and ſome heads of fa- 
nes, who apply themſelves to it as little as poſ- 
ile, It was not the ſame among the Romans. 
SR X The 
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Ihe republic ſerved iiſelf with very great dem. | 
tage, by this generation of ſlaves. Each of hem 
had his peculium *, which he enjoyed upon ſuch 


conditions as his maſter impoſed upon him: with 
this peculium, he laboured, and applied himſelf in 


| 


that way to which his ingenuity led him. This 


made himſelf a banker; another applied himſelf 


to commerce by ſea ; one ſold goods by retail; 


another gave himſelf to ſome mechanic art, or 
tlſe farmed and cultivated ſome lands; but there 


was none who did not apply himſelf, to his pt. 


moſt power, to improve his peculium, which pro- 
cured him, at the ſame time, comforts in his pre- 
ſent ſtate of ſervitude, and the hope of being able, 
in ſome future time to purchaſe his liberty: this 
made a laborious people, and encouraged arts 
and ſciences. Theſe flaves became rich by their 
care and labour, bought their freedom, and be- 
came citizens. The republic was thus continu- 
ally repleniſhed, and received into ber boſom 


new familics as faſt as the old ones failed. I may, 
perhaps, in my following letters, have an oppor- | 


ruvity to prove to thee, that the more men there 
are in any ſtate, there commerce the 
more; I may alſo as eaſily prove, that the more 
commerce flouriſhes, the more the number of 
people increaſes : theſe two things mutually alit 
and favour cach other. If this is ſo, how mc 


Peculium (from peculum 2 little flock) this was among the n 
mans the ſtock of him who was in ſubjection to another, 253 


child of the family, or a fave: it conſiſted of what he was able wo | 
acquire by his own induſtry, without any aſſiſtance from Tis f 


ears or maſter, — CER. 


—__—__—_—_——— 


| 


[ guſt this very great number of ſlaves, always at 
| work, have grown and increaſed | Induſtry and 
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gave them birth, and they in return gave 
hirth to plenty and induſtry. 


| Paris, che 26th of the moon 


- Chahban, 1718. 


| UsBEK fo the Same. 


H' HERTO we have ſpoken only of the 
Mahometan countries, and inquired into 
the reaſon why they are leſs populous than thoſe 
hich were ſuhject to the government of the Ro · 
mans : let us now cxamine what hath produced 
tis effect among the Chriſtians, Divorces were 


loved in the Pagan religion, and forbidden to 


the Chriſtians. This change, which at firſt may 
appear of ſo little confequence, had by degrees 


| terrible effects, and ſuch as are not eaſily to be 


believed. This not only took away all the ſweets 
ef marriage, but ſtruck at its very end: deſirous 
© ue the knot faſter, they looſened it; and, in- 
Nad of uniting hearts, as they pretended, they 
armed them for ever. In ſo free an action, 


and in which the heart ought to have ſo great a 


part, they put torment, neceflity, and even fate 
alelf, They reckoned for nothing diſguſts, ca- 


| prices, and unſociable humours: they wanted to 


in che heart, that is to ſay, that which is che 
wot variable and inconſtant thing in nature: 
= OO they 


they joined together, without the hope of x 
change, people tired of one another, and almoſ 
always ill matched: and did by them like thek 
tyrants who uſed to tie living men to dead bodin, 
Nothing contributed more to a mutual attach. 
ment, than the power of divorce : a huſband 
and a wife were induced to bear paticntly domel. 
tic troubles, knowing they were maſters of the 
power of ending them; and they often retained 
this power in their hand all their life-time, with 
out uſing it, from this ſingle conſideration, tha 
they were at liberty to do ſo. It is not the fame. 
with the Chriſtians, their preſent vexations drive 
them to deſpair at the apprehenſion of thok 
which are to come. They ſee nothing in the 
diſcomforts of marriage, but their continuance, 
or rather their eternity: hence ariſe diſguſi 
 . contentions, contempt ; and this is ſo much l 

to poſterity. Three years of marriage are ſcarce- 
ly paſt, but ch: eſſential deſign of it is neglefted: 
thirty years of coldneſs follow: private fepars * 
tions are formed as ſtrong, and perhaps more 
hurtful, than if they had been public: each live 
apart his own way : and all this to the prejudice 
of future generations. A man, diſguſted at har 
ing a wife for ever, ſoon gives himſelf ups 
looſe wbmen ; a commerce ſhameful, and c 
trary to nature, which, without anſwering de 
end of marriage, repreſents at moſt but the pes 
ſpres of it. If, of two perſons thus linked to- 
gether, one be unfit to anſwer the deſign of u- 
ture, and the propagation of the ſpecies, either 

from conſtiution or age, that party bunte 
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| hey were deſirous to baniſh it as much as they 
un; but it is with them an image, a figure, and 
Tome myſterious thing that I cannot at all compre- 
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other with ieſelf, and renders the other equally 
uſcleſs. We are not therefore to wonder that we 
ſee, among the Chriſtians, ſo many marriages 
produce ſo ſmall a number of citizens. Divorce 
a aboliſhed : marriages ill formed are not to be 
refltified : the women do not paſs, as among the 
Romans, ſucceſſively through the hands of ſcvc- 
ml huſbands, who, for the time, make the beſt 
they can of them. I dare ſay, if in a free ſtate, 
fike that of Lacedzeemon, where the citizens were 
continually tormented by odd and ſubile laws, 
md in which there was but one family, that of 
the republic, if it had been there eſtabliſhed that 
the huſbands might change their wives every year, 
it would have produced an innumerable people. 
k is very difficult to comprehend the reaſon that 
ki the Chriſtians to aboliſh divorces. Marriage, 
among all the nations of the world, is a contract 
capable of every kind of ſettlement ; and none 
ought to be excluded from it but ſuck as would: 
have weakened the deſign of it. But the Chriſ- 


tam do not vonſder it in this point of view: 


mad they are at a good deal of trouble to explain 
emſclves upon this ſubject. They do not make 


Ito conſiſt in the pleafure of ſenſe: on the con- 


wary, as 1 have already told thee, it ſeems as if 


lend. 


Paris, the 19th of the moon 
Chabban, 3918, 
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| UsBex fo the Same, 

Tan of people in the Chriſtian com 
tries is not to be aſcribed ſolcly to the pro- 

Hibirion of divorces: the great number of eunuchs 


which they have among them, is not a leſs conf 
derable occaſion of it. I mean the prieſts and 


derviſes of both ſexes, who devote themſelves to 
perpetual continence : this is, among the Chriſti 
ans, à virtue of virtues ; in which I cannot com 


de a virtue which is productive of nothing. 1 
find their doctors plainly contradiQing them- 
ſelves, when they ſay that marriage is holy, and 
that celibacy, which is oppoſite to it, is more bo- 


ly ; without conſidering, that in a matter of pre · 
| cepts and dogmas, the good is always the beſt. } 


The number of theſe people profeſſing celibacy 
is provigious. Fathers uſed forlflerly to con- 
demn their child: en to it from their infancy ; at 
preſent they devore themſelves to it at fourteen 
years of age, which comes very near to the ſame 
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point. This practice of continence hach been be 


loſs of more men than ever have been deſtroyed 
by the plague, or the moſt bloody wars. We ſer 
in every religious houſe an endleſs family, where 
no body is born, and who are maintained at the 
expence of every body elſe. Theſe houſes are al- 
ways open, like ſo many pits, wherein future ge- 


nerations are buried alive, "I 


vie have ſoftened the yoke, and have concluded 
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from that of the Romans, who eſtabliſhed 
ä laws againſt thoſe who avoided the law of 


. marriage, and who wanted to enjoy a liberty ſo 


| oppoſite to the public good. I have yet only ſpo- 
ken of Catholic countries. In the Proteſtant re- 
ion every body enjoys the right of propaga- 
tion; it allows neither of prieſts nor derviſes : 
and if. at the eſtabliſhment of this religion, which 
Fought back every thing to the ſtandard of the 
times, its founders had not been conti- 
Ahn reproached with incontinence, it is not to 
be doubted but that, after having rendered the 


practice of marriage univerſal, they would like- 


with cntifely removing the barrier which in this 
caſe ſeparates the Nazarene from Mahomer. But 
' however that might have been, it is certain that 
we religion of the Proteſtants gives them a very 
great advantage over the Catholics. I might ven- 


| ture to ſay, that, in the preſent ſtare of Europe, 


it is not poſſible the Catholic religion ſhould ſub- 


Li there five hundred years. Before the reduc- 


tion of the power of Spain, the Catholics were 
are gradually come to an equality with them. 


powerful, and the Catholics weaker. 'The Pro- 
teſtant countries ought to be, and really are, 


| beter peopled than thoſe of the Catholics; from 


hence it follows, firſt, that their public reve- 


I fuppoſe he means monks and nuns. | 
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mented in proportion to the number of thoks 


who pay them : ſecondly, that their lands are 
better cultivated : laftly, that trade flouriſhes bet 


ter there, becauſe there are more people who 


have their fortunes to make; and where there 


are more wants, there will be more reſources th 
ſupply them. When there are only a ſufficicm 
number of people to cultivate the lands, trade 
muſt necds periſh; and where there are no more 
chan neceſſary for carrying on of trade, the cul. 
tivation of the lands mult be neglected : which is 
indeed to ſay, that both muſt fink together, be- 


cauſe no perſon can apply himſelf to one but the 
other muſt ſuffer. As io the Catholic countries, 


not only the cukivation of their lands is negleſt- 


ed, bui even their induſtry is hurtful; it confils 
only in learning five or fix words of a dead lan · 

guage * Wich this attainment, a man need not 
trouble himſclf about his fortune; he will find in 


a cloiſter a life of caſe, which in the world would 


the derviſes have in their hands all the riches of 
the ſtate ; they are a ſociety of miſers, who are 
always receiving, but never reſtore ; they are 


a large capital. 80 much wealth, if we may be 
allowed the expreſſion, falls into a dead pally; 


and there is no more circulation, no more trade, | 


no more arts, no more manufactories. There is 


no Proteſtant prince who does not raiſe from bis 
people much greater taxes than the pope does from 


I ſuppoſe he means that ſmall portion of Latin negeſſary to 4 


maſs, 
for ww 


have coſt him labour and pains. This is not all- 
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is fobjedts : yet theſe latter are poor, whilſt the 
former live in affluence. Trade gives life to every 
thing among the one, but monkery carries death 
among every thing belonging to the others. 


| Paris, the 26th of the moon 
Chahban, 1718. 


LETTE R CXVW. 
UsBEK to the Same. 


S we have nothing further to ſay of Aſia 
and Europe; let us paſs on to Africa. But 
as we do not know the innermoſt parts of it, we 


tan hardly ſay any thing of it, except « of the coaſts. 


Thoſe of Barbary, where the Mahometan reli- 
gion is eſtabliſhed, are not ſo well peopled, as 
they were in the times of the Romans, for the 
reaſons I have already mentioned. As to the 
coaſts of Guinea, they muſt have bcen terribly 
. firipr in two hundred years, that the petty kings, 


or heads of villages, ſell their ſubjects to the Eu- 


ropean princes, to be tranſported to their colo- 
mes in America. What is very extraordinary is, 


| that this very America, which receives every year 
ſo many new inhabitants, is irſelf a deſert, and 


gains no adiantage by the continual lofſ:s of A- 
frica, The flives who are removed into another 
climate, periſh there by thoulands ; and the la- 
bour of the mines, in which the natives of the 


country and the ſtrangers are continually employ- 


ed, the malignant vapours that ariſe from them, 
the 
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the quickfilver which they are obliged always w 


uſe, deſtroy them without remedy. Nothing can 
be more ridiculous than to deſtroy an innumer- 
able number of men, to take out of the Bowels of 
the earth gold and filver : thoſe metals in them. 
ſelves abſolutely uſeleſs, which are only riches 
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of riches. 


Paris, nnn 
Chahban, 1918. 


LETTER CXIX. 
UsBEK fo the Same. 


OMETIMES the fruirfulneſs of a people de- 


pends upon the minuteſt circumſtances inthe 
vorld ; in ſuch a manner that often nothing is 
neceſſary but a new turn in the imagination, to 
render them much more numerous than they 
were. The Jews ſo frequenily exterminated, and 
always multiplying, have repaired heir conti- 
nual loſſes and deſtructions, by this ſingle hope, 


which reigns amongſt all their familes, of ſeeing 


the birth of a powerful king, who ſhall be lord 
of the whole carth. The ancient kings of Per- 
na had not had ſo many thouſand ſubjects, but 
on account of this dogma in the religion of the 
Magi, that the moſt pleaſing acts to God that 


men can do, are, to get a child, manure a field, 
and to plant a tree. If China contains ſuch 2 


_ prodigious number of people, it ariſes only from 
8 | | a 


PERSIAN LETTERS. 25; 


4 certain way of thinking: for as the children 
regard their fathers as Gods; whom hey reſpe& 
och jo this life, whom they honour afier their 
deaths by ſacrifices ; in that they believe that their 
fouls extinguiſhed in the Tyen *, reſume a new 
life; every one therefore is induced to increaſe 
az family ſo dutiful in this life, and fo neceſſary 
in the nent. On the contrary, the countries of 
the Mahometans every day become deſerts, from 
an opinion, which, all holy as it is, yet is not 
without very hurtful conſequences, when it is 
rooted in the mind. We ſhould confider our- 
ſelves as travellers who ovght to have all our 
1 thougbts fixed upon another country: but all 

ſeful and permanent labours, every care to ſe- 
dure fortunes for our children, ſchemes which 
reach beyond this ſhort and tranſitory life, ap- 


| pear as things extravagant. Indolent to the pre- 


feat, and unſolicitous for what is to come, we 
take no trouble, io repair public buildings, to 
dear, uncultivated lands, nor to manure thoſe 
mat are deſerving of our cares: we live in a ge- 
neral ſtate of inſenſibility, aud leave every thing 
tw be done by providencc. It was a ſpirit of va- 
nuy that eſtabliſhed among the Europeans the 
uuſt law of primogeniture, ſo unfavourable to 


be original is very obſcure ; auiantes daus de Tyra.——As 
* by Then, the Chineſ= not only mean the Sovereign Lord of all 

things, but alſo call the father of a fam ily Tyen; perhaps the 
ſenſe of the paſſage is this: they believe that their parents ſouls 
*inQ in the Tyen,' that is, in the father, reſume a new life. 
L hazard this conjecture, and if miſtaken, ſhould be glad of bet- 
tt information from any intelligent reader. | 


propa- 
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propagation, in that it directs the attention of « 
father to ogly one of his children, and turns his 
eyes from all the others; in that it obliges him, 
in order to make a ſolid fortune for one only, to 
hinder the ſettlement of the reſt ; laſtly, in that 


tutes all their wealth. 


Paris, che ach of the moon ET 4M 
Rhamazan, 1917. | 


LETTER CXX. 
UszEk to the Same. 


CEE inhabited by ſavages are uſually 1- 


thinly peopled, from the averſion they al- 
moſt always have to labour and the cultivation of 
lands. This unhappy averſion is fo ſtrong, 
that when they would make an imprecation a- 


gainſt one of their enemies, they wiſh nothing 
more than that he may be obliged to manure a 


field; thinking no exerciſe noble and worthy of 


them, except hunting and fiſhing. But as there 
are often years in which hunting and fiſhing af- 


ford very little, they are deſolated by frequent 
famines: beſides that there is not any country | 


where game and fiſh is ſo plentiful, as to afford 
ſubſiſtence to a numerous people, becauſe ani- 
'mals always fly from placcs roo much inhabited. 
Beſides the hords of the ſavages, with two or 
three hundred inhabitants in each, ſeparated 
from one anocher, and having imercſts as dr 
ent 


it deſtroys the equality of citizens, which conſũ · 


Serre ren 
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Jus thoſe of two empires, can never ſupport 


afgreat ſtates, whoſe parts all unite and mutual- 
| yaliſt each other. There is another cuſtom 


sag the ſavages, not leſs prejudicial than the 


I &&; the cruel cuſtom among the women of pro- 
I fer them diſagreeable to their huſbands. There 
I we tercible laws here againft this crime; they 
1 arry them even to exceſs, Any woman who 
I docs not declare her pregnancy to a magiſtrate, 
] #puniſhed with death if her fruit is loſt : ſhame 


md modeſty, nay accidents chemſelves, do not 


acuſe them. 


- Paris, the gth of the moon 
Rhamazan, 1718. 


LETTER CAL 
 UsnBer to the Same. 


we drawn, without peopling that to which they 
we removed. Men ought to remain where they 


4 me: there are diſorders contracted by changing 
4good for a bad air; and others which come 


Tom changing at all. The air, like plants, is 
Aged with the particles of each country. Ir 


* When we are removed into another country, 


| grow fick. The fluids being accuſtomed to a 
Vor. II. Y certain 


ordinary effect of colonics is the weak= 
ening of the countries from which they 


] baits upon us, that our conſtitution is fixed by 
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certain conſiſtency, the ſolids to a certain habt 
and both to a certain degree of motion, canner 


admit of others; and reſiſt a new habit, When 
a country is a deſert, it is a fign that there is ſome 
particular bad quality in the nature of the earth 


or climate: ſo, that when we take men from g 


happy climate; to ſend them into ſuch a coun» 
try, we act directly contrary to the end we de. 


deſigned. The Romans Enew this by experience; 


they baniſhed all their criminals into Sardinia, 
__ made the Jews go there too. They were 
obliged to be contented with their loſs; which 
the contempt they had for thoſe wretches made 


very eaſy to them. The great Cha-Abbas, in» 


clined to deprive the Turks of the means of ſup. 
porting great armics upon his frontiers, tranſport- 
ed almoſt all the Armenians out of their own 


country, and ſent more than twenty thouſand fa - 
milies into the province of Guilan, who almoſt 
all periſhed in a little time. All the removals of 
people to Conſtantinople have never ſucceeded, | 
the vaſt numbers of Negroes, whom we have al- 


ready mentioned, have not filled America. From 
the deſtruction of the Jews, under Adrian, Pa- 
leſtine hath bcen uninhabited. It muſt then be 
allowed that great depopulations are ſcarcely to 
be repaired ; becauſe a people reduced to à cer · 


_ tain degree, continue in the ſame ſtate: and if, 
by chance, they are re-eſtabliſhed, it muſt be the 


work of whole ages. But if, in a ſtate of decay, 
the leaſt of the circumſtances already mentioned, 


happens to occur, it not only can never repair ite 


ſelf, but decays every day, and approaches to s 
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destruction. The expulſion of the Moors 
= of Spain is now as much felt as at the 
i d:y: fo far is that vacancy from being 
up, that it becomes greater every day. 
ee che devaſtation of America the Spaniards, 
Yo have taken place of its ancient inha- 
Sas, have not been able to repeople it: on 


| @ contrary, by a fatality, which I might better 
14 the divine juſtice, the deſtroyers deſtroy 


Saſcives, and daily conſume away. Princes 
nefore muſt not think of peopling large 


| Suarries by colonies. I do not ſay they ne- 


wr facceed : there are ſome climmes fo very fa- 
Vurable, that the inhabitants multiply there con - 
Sully, witneſs thoſe iſlands * which were peo- 
fed by ſome diſtempered people whom ſome 


eit there, and where they foon recovered 


fr health. But though ſuch colonics ſhould 


| Says ſucceed, inſtead of increaſing the power, 
Sy only divide it; unleſs they are but of ſmall 
1 ment ; as thoſe arc, where they ſend ſome to in- 


an a place for the convenience of trade. The 
as well as the Spaniards, diſcover- 
America, at leaſt ſome large iſlands in which 
carried on a very great trade: but when 
found the number of their inhabitants de- 


u trade and navigation. I may venture to ſay, 


un inſtead of ſending Spaniards into the Indies, 
fey ought to make all the Indians and all che 
Knife remove into Spain : and if only half of 


1 Nils anchor geckaps means the iſland of Bourbon. 


Y 2 thoſe 


waſed, this wiſe republic foi bid their ſubjects 
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thoſc great colonics were preſerved, Spain would 


become the moſt formidable power in Europe. 


We may compare empires to a tree, whoſe 
branches if extended too far, draw all the 


from the trunk, and ſerve only for a ſhade. No- 


thing is properer to cure the arduous defire in 


princes of making diſtant conqueſts, than the ex · 


amples of the Portogueze and Spaniards, Thee 
able rapidity, immenſe kingdoms, more aſtoniſh- · 


ed at their own victories, than the conquered 


people were at their own defeat, confidered of © 
the means to preſerve them, and took each for | 
that end a different way. The Spaniards, de- 
ſpairing of keeping the conquered nations in 
ſubjection, determined to exterminate them, and 


ſend thither more loyal people from Spain; ne- 
ver horrible defign was more punCtually execut- 


ed. A people as numerous as all thoſe of EU- 


rope together, were cut off from the carth, at 
the arrival of theſe barbarians, who ſcemed, in 
diſcovering the Indies, to have thought on!y of 


diſcovering to mankind the utmoſt reach of cru ' 


chy. By this barbarity they kept the country 
under their government, Judge by this what 
fatal things conqueſts are, fince the effects arc 
ſuch as theſe : for, io ſhort, this terrible expe- 
dient was the only one. How was it poſſible they 


could have kept ſo many millions of men in their 


obedience ? How could they have ſupported a 
Civil war at ſuch a diſtance ? What would have 
become of them, if they had given time to thoſe 


* 
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ay were in at the arrival of theſe new gods, and 
nuke terror of their thunder ? As to the Portu- 


ele, they took a quite contrary method; they 
dot make uſe of cruelties: therefore ihcy 


ne ſoon drove out of all the countries they had 


Sovered. The Dutch favoured the rebellion 


I # thoſe nations, and profited themſelves by it. 
I What prince would envy the lot of theſe con- 


gperors ? Who would enjoy theſc conqueſts up- 


| = ach conditions ? The one were ſoon driven 


ant, the others made nothing but deſerts, and 


1 madered their own countries the ſame. It is the 
of heroes to ruin themſelves by conquering: 


gf countries which they ſuddenly loſe again, or 


I by fobduing of nations which they themſelves are 


Wiged to deſtroy ; like that madman who ruin- 
af himſclf by buying ſtatues which he threw into 
the ſea, and glafics which he broke as ſoon as he 


ui purchaſed them. 


Pts, the 28th of the moon 


Rhamazan, 1718. 


3 TT E R CXXIL 
UsBer to the Same. 


Tur propagation of mankind is vaſtly pro- 


. moted by a mild government. All repub- 
of this; and abore all o-- 
hers, Swiſſerland and Holland, which are the 


" he nature of their land, and which are never- 


. theleſs - 
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Ces ne and — 1 
1 the firſt is ſearched after for 1 


e is to be acquired. 


polleßs all the riches, whilſt all the reſt groan be ; 
neath extreme poverty. If a man is in bad cir- 


cumſtances, and is ſenſible that his children would 


be poorer than himſelf, he will not marry; or ii 
he does marry, he will be afraid of having ioo 


great a number of children, who may complete 


the deſtruQion of his fortune, and fink into he 


condition of their father. I own, that the ruſtic 
or peaſant, being once married, will people that 


Kate alike, whether he be rich or poor; this con- 


— 


Gderation does not affect him, he hath always 2 
ſure inheritance to leave to his children, which is 


a plough, and nothing prevents. him from blindly 


following the inftin of nature. But what pur- 


poſe, in a ſtate, do thoſe numbers of children 
anſwer, who languiſh in miſery ? Almoſt all of 


them periſh as ſoon as they are born: they ſel- 
dom thrive ; weak and feeble they dic by retail, 


The ſpecies increaſe itſelf in a country where | 
the plenty of it ſupports the children without d · 
miniſhing the fubſtance of their fathers. The 
equality of citizens, which commonly produces 
an equality in their fortuncs, brings plenty an! 
life into every part of the body politic, and ex - 
tends them through the whole. In countries ſub- 
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 Þ tied away wholeſale by frequent popular diſtem- 
wich poverty and a bad diet always pro- 
tee: thoſe which eſcape, r-ach the age of man- 
© hood without having the ſtrength of it, and lan- 
I goiſh all the remainder of their lives. Men are 
Ike plants, that never flouriſh if they are not 
A cultivated : among a miſerable people, the 
ſyecics loſes, and even ſometimes 
France can ſupply us with a ſufficient proof of 
- this. In the late wars, the fear all the 


vere in of being enrolled in the militia, forced 
them to marry, and this at too tender an age, 


and in the boſom of poverty. From ſo many 
marriages ſprung ſuch numbers of children, 
which are now looked for in vain, and whom 


ies, frnine, and fickack, have defiroyed. 


Now, if in ſo happy a climate, in a kingdom of 
ſo much policy as France, ſuch remarks as theſe 


| may be made, what may be done in other ſtates? 


Paris, the 23d of the moon 
 Riamazan, 2518. 


L E TT EMA CXXII. 


User x fe MorLAx ManonkEr Al, Keeper 
of the Three Sepulchres, at Con. 


HE faſtings of the Imaums, and the ſack- 
cloths of the Mollaks, what do they pro- 
t us? Twice hath the hand of God been heavy 
upon the children of the law: the ſun is obſcu- 
ted with clouds, and ſeems to give light only to 
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their defeats: their armies aſſemble, and they are 
diſperſed like the duſt. The empire of the Of. 
malins is ſhaken by two ſuch blows as it never 
before received: a Chriſtian Mufti “ ſupports it 
with difficulty: the grand vizier of Germany is 
the ſcourge of God, ſent to chaſtiſe the follow. 
ers of Omar: he carries every where the wrath 
of heaven, incenſed by their rebellion and peri- 
diouſneſs. Sacred ſpirit of the Imaums, night 


and day thou weepeſt over the children of the 


prophet, whom the deteſtable Omar hath miſled: 
thy bowels are moved at the fight of their mis- 
fortunes : thou deſireſt their converſion, and not 


their deſtruction; thou wouldeſt willingly ſee 


them united. under the banner of Hali, by the 


tears of the ſaints ; and not diſperſed among the 


mountains, and in the deſerts, by the terror of 
the infidels. 


Paris, the 1ſt of the moon. 4 , o* 
Chalval, 1718. 3 


'LETTE AM CXXIV. 


UssRE fe Rutpi, at VENICE. 


HAT can be the motives of thoſe im- 
- menſe liberalities which princes laviſh. 


upon their courtiers ? Would they attach them 


to them? They have already gained them 28 


| * Cardinal Alberoni, who perſuadcd the king of Spain to fall 


upon the emperor, A. D. 2717, when he — 


| hens 
much 
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nnch as they can. And, beſides, if they gain 
ſome of their ſubjects by bribing them, they muſt 
by that very means loſe a prodigious number of 
others by impoveriſhing them. When I think 
on the fituation of princes, always ſurrounded 
wih avaritious and inſatiable men, I cannot but 
J pity chem: and I commilſerate them the more, 

when they have not courage enough to refuſe 
demands always burthenſon e to thoſe who aſk 
nothing. I never hear talk of their liberality, 
of the favours and penſions which they grant, 
without indulging myſclf with a thouſand reflec- 


tions : a crowd of ideas offer themſelves to my 


mind : I thiok I hear this ordinance publiſhed : 


The indefatigable courage of ſome of our ſub- 


( ets, in aſking penſions from us, having, with- 
© out ceaſing, fatigued our royal magnificence, 


© we have at laſt conſented to the multitude of 


* requeſts preſented to us, which have hitherto 
been the greateſt uneafineſs of the throne. 


| They have repreſented to us, that they have 


derer failed, fince our acceſſion to the throne, 
| * attending at our levee; and that we have al- 
l. ways ſeen them as we paſſed along, immoveable 
© as the boundaries of land; and that they have 
greatly raiſed themſelves above the ſhoulders 
of others, to behold our ſerenity. We have 
even received ſeveral petitions from ſome of the 


fair ſex, ſupplicating us to obſerve, that it is 
| © notorious that they are of a very reſerved con- 
* verſation : and ſome of them, who are very 


ancient, ſhaking their heads, have intreated us 
* to conſider, that they have been the ornaments 
of 
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of the courts of the kings our predeceſſors ; 
and that if the generals of our armies rendered 
© the ſtate formidable by their military actions, 
© they no lefs rendered the court celebrated by 
© their intrigues. Therefore, deſirous to treat 
© thele ſuppliants graciouſly, and to grant them 
© all their petitions, we have commanded what 
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© follows : —— That every labourer having five - 
children, ſhall daily retrench the fifth part of 


© the bread he gives them. We alſo enjoin fa- 
© thers of families to make a diminution from 
each in their houſe, as juſtly as can be made, 
We expreſaly forbid all thoſe who apply them- 
«. ſelves to improve their eſtates, or who let them 


© out in farms, to make any repairs in them of. 
_ * what kind ſoever. We alſo order, that all per- 
© ſons who excrciſe low trades and mechanics, 


© who have never been at the levee of our ma» 
© jeſty, ſhall hereafter purchaſe no clothes for 
© themſelves, their wives, and their children, 
 * IMs 19 per fave gyoarts Further, ſtrictly 

© forbidding them thoſe lite 
they were acuſtomed to make in their families 


upon the principal feſlivals in the year. And, 


© for as much as we are informed, chat the great- 
* eſt part of the citizens of our good towns are 
* wholly engaged in providing an <cſtabliſkment 
for their daughters, who have made themſelves 


« reſpeRable in our ſtate, only by a dull joyleſs = 
* modeſty; we order that they delay marrying . 


< them, till they, having attained to the age ap- 
pointed by ordinances, may have it in their 
power to oblige them to it, We charge our 

c magiſtraes 


which 


9 : 
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ul heard told by a perſon who had been in 
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« magiſtrates not to take care of the education of 
* cheir children.” 


Paris, the rt of the moon 
Chalval, 1718. 
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Rica fo 3 . 


all religions mes are ut en leſs when 
they attempt to give an account of the plea- 
{ The wicked may be eafily terrified by a long de- 
|} nil of pains and torments, with which they are 
J thremtencd ; but as for the virtuous they know 
1 not what to promiſe them. It ſeems to be the 
| nature of pleaſures to be of ſhort duration, the 
1] imagination can hardly form to itſelf any others. 
Ine read deſcriptions of Paradiſe, capable of 
eg every ſcniible perſon. The happy 
ſhades, according to the fancy of ſome, are con- 
1 tavally playing on the flute, others condemn 
en to the puniſhment of eternally walking a- 
| bout; others, in ſhort, make thoſe above to be 
aways raving after their miſtreſſes here below, 
| notthinking a hundred millions of years long e- 
| wugh to make them get quit of their amorous 
| Tquietudes. I remember, on this occaſion, a 


| fie country of the Mogul; which ſhows that the 
[ Indian priefts are no leſs fruirful than others in 

[n of che pleaſures of Paradiſe 
- —A 
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A woman who had juſt loſt her huſband, weng - 


in form to the governor of the city to aſk his 
leave to burn herſelf : but as in the countries 
ſubje& to the Mahometans they aboliſh this cruel 


cuſtom as much as they can, he abſolutely refu. 


| Ted her. When ſhe ſaw her prayers were in vain, 


ſhe flew into a furious paſſion. How tormenting, 
ſaid ſhe, is this! A poor woman is not even per- 


_. ws ©". 


mitted to burn hericlf hen ſhe hath a mind » {| 
it! Was ever the like ſeen? My mother, cy } 


aunt, my fiſters, they all were happily burat, 


And when I come to beg leave of this curſed go- 


vernor, to be permitted to burn myſelf, he falls | 
into 2 paſſion, and raves like a madman, There 
happened to be preſent a young Bonze : Infide, 
ſaid the governor to him, is it you who have in- 


Killed this madneſs into the mind of the woman? 


Brama : and ſhe ſhall alſo be well recompenſed; 
for ſhe ſhall find in the other world her huſband, 
and be joined to him again by a ſecond marriage. 
What do you ſay ? cricd the woman in a fright— 


I ſhall find my huſband again? Ah! I will never 


formation in him, he certainly hath no need of 


me.—Bura myſelf for him !—not even the end 
of my finger to take him out of the bottom of 


Hell. | Is ab Blomece denetrad me, whe Il 
what kind of life 1 led with him, and took care 
not to tell me this : but, if the god Brama hath | 


No, replied he, I never ſpoke to her; but if ſhe 
will be guided by me, ſhe ſhall perform her ſa - 
 crifice; ſhe will do an action agreeable to the god 


fo old, that, if the god Brama hath made no re- 
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* Ts other preſent to make me, I renounce this 
eg, Mr. governor, I turn Mabometan. 
I Jad for you, faid ſhe, looking at the Bonze, 
I you may, if you pleaſe, go tell my huſband 1 
fad myſclf extremely well, 


a Ge 24 of tie coun © 
JT QChabval, 2728. 


 LETTE R CXXVi. 
luca t Vsuer, at . 


1 r mean time I 
ſeod thee thy letters from Iſpahan. Mine 


| E have the feclings of kumanity 
toons, ns if neurdeCicy were wen : 
{| Stevca the great, towards whom I find my heart 
done whillt they are in proſperity, I love 
den when they are fallen. And indeed, during 
ba poaſperty what neod have they of render- 
xk? Ic looks too much like equality, They are 
| e 
bat = gen un they are fallen from their high 
Vor. U. 2 ſtation, 
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them recal the idea of their greatneſs. I think 


there is ſomething very natural and very great 


in the ſpeech of a prince, who, being very near 

falling into the hands of bis enemies, ſeeing his 

courtiers round about him weeping : I find, fail 

3 by your tears, that I am till your 
S- ; | 


Fat hs ff en 
Chalval, 1718. 


L E TT E A cxxvn. 


Rica fo IS BEN, af SurRNA. 


A Thouſand times thou haſt heard talk of 
dhe famous king of Sweden; he was be- 


he was viſiting the trenches, with only one en- 
gineer, he received a ſhot in his head which kil- 


ed him. They immediately arreſted his prime 


miniſter , the ſtates aſſembled, and condemned 
him to loſe his head. He was accuſed of a very 
great crime; namely, of calumniating the na- 
tion, and depriving them of the confidence of 
their king : an offence that in my opinion merits 
a thouſand deaths, For in ſhort it is a bad ar- 


tion to blacken the loweſt ſubjects, in the mind 


of their king; what is it then to traduce a whole 


nation, and to deprive them of the goodwill of 


nim whom providence hath made choice of to 


render them happy? I would have men ſpeak to | 
kings, as the angels ſpoke to our a 53 


® Baron Gortz. 


ſtation, nothing but our lamentations can make 1 


fieging a place, in the kingdom of Norway; a 
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Thou knoweſt that, in the ſacred banquets, 


where the Lord of Lords deſcends from the 
moſt fublime throne in the world, to communi- 


de himſelf to his Alaves, I made a ſevere law to 


elf, to reſtrain an unruly tongue. They ne- 
ur heard me utter a ſingle word that might have 


| teen diſagreeable to che meaneſt of his ſubjects. 


Though | happened to loſe my ſobriety, I never 


- | loſt wy boncſty ; and in that trial of our fidelity. 


* 


— 
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1rcatured my life, but never my virtue. I know 
ist how it happens, but there is ſcarcely a king 


Þ bad, but his miniſter is till worſe ; if be com- 

wits a bad action, he is almoſt always prompted 
wit: inſomuch, that the anbition of princes is 
never ſo dangerous, as the baſeneſs of ſoul in 
bis counſcllors. But can you comprehend, that 


| 2man, who was a miniſter but yeſterday, who may 
te deprived of his place to morrow, can become 
| Da moment an enemy to himſclf, his friends, 
| ks couatry, and to the people who are to be 


born of thoſe whom be is about to oppreſs? A 
pince bath paſſions ; the miniſter works upon 
them : it is by their means that he directs his mi- 
ry; he hath no other aim, nor will he obſerve 
my other. The courticrs miſlead him by their 
ern, and he flatters him more dangerouſly 


{| I his counſels, by the deligns he iuſpires him 


with, and by the maxims he propoſcs to him. 
| Paris, the 25th of the moon 


5 Saphar, 1719. 
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LET TE R CXXVINL | 
Rica % Unix, af ** ©, 


TW. day, 2s 1 was paſting over the 
Pont-neuf, with a friend of mine, be met 


a man of his acquaintance, who, he told my, 


was 4 geometrician, and indeed every thing in 


bim ſhowed him foch : for he was in a deep ug · 
ditation ; my friend was obliged to pull him a 
long time by the fleeve, and to jogg him, to maky 


him deſcend from his ſublime ſpeculations ; he 
| was ſo buſied with a curve, which he had been 
perhaps eight days about. Great civilities palled 
between them, and they mutually informed each 


other of the literary news. This cooverſation- 


led them to the door of a coffee - houſe, into 
which I went with them. I obſerved that our 
vficiouſaecſs, and that the coffee-houſe boys paid 
him much more reſpect than to two muſqueteem, 
who were in a corner of the room. As for 
him, he ſeemed as if he thought hicaſelf in an 
agreeable place: for he unwriakled his brow © 


Utle, and laughed, as if he had not the leak 


tincture of the geometrician in him. In ce 
mean time he meaſured every thing that was 


ſaid in converſation, Ile reſembled a perſon in 
a garden, who with a ſword cuts off all the beads = 
{he fone on oth wp hs 94 


martyr to regularity, he was offended at every 


ſtart of wit, as a tender eye is by nag | 
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42 jt. Nothing was indifferent to him, if ſo be 
were true; accordingly his converſation was 


He was come that day out of the eoun- 


eq, with a perſon who had been to view a no- 


tie ſeat and magnificent gardens ; but he ſaw no · 


flag dut a building of fixty foot in front, by 
fre and thirty in depth,. and a wood of ten 


n: he wiſhed that the roles of perſpective 
1 kad been fo obſerved, that the walks of the a- 


Neunes might have appeared throughout of one 


che ſame breadth ; and he would have laid 


own for that end, an infallible method. He 
femed very well latte Bed with a dial he found 
flere; of a very fingular make, and was mighty 
gry at a learned man, who ſat next me, who 
Whappily aſked if the dial ſhowed the Babylo- 
San hours. A newſmonger talked of the bom- 
krdment of the caſtle of Fontarabbia: and he 
peeſenatly informed us what kind of lines the 
bombs deſcribed in the air; and delighted with: 
the knowledge of this, he was contemed to re- 
main entirely ignorant of the ſucceſs of the bom- 
firdment. A gentleman complaining, that the 
miner before he had been ruined by an inunda- 


ion: what you ſay plcaſes me much, ſaid the 


{ grometrician, I find I am not miſtaken in the ob- 


Erration I made, and that at leaft, there fell 


won che earth two inches of water more than 


be year before. A moment after, be went out, 
md we followed him. As he walked very faſt, 


and never looked before him, he run full againſt. 


mother man: it was a rough rencounter, and, 
Tom the percuſſion, each rebounded back, in 


proportion to his velocity and bulk. When they 


Z 3 were 
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were a little recovered from their dizzineſs, th: 
man, with his hand on his forchead, ſaid to the 
geometrician, I am very glad you run againſt 
me, for I have great news to tell you : I have 
juſt now publiſhed my Horace. How ! replied 
the geometrician, Horace hath been publiſbel 
theſe two thouſand years. You do not under 
ſtand me, ſays the other, it is a tranſlation of | 
that ancient author, which I have juſt now pu 
liſhed: 1 have been twenty years engaged in 
tranſlations. How, Sir! anſwered the geome · 
trician, have you been twenty years without 
thiaking ? You ſpeak for others, and they think 
for you? Sir, ſays the learned man, do not you. 
believe that I have rendered a great ſervice ta 
the public, by making the reading of good au« 
_ thors familiar to them? I do not fax abſoludy 
ſo: I eſteem as much as another the ſublime ge- 
nius whom you have traveſtied : but you: do not 
at all reſemble him; for, if you ſhould tranflate 
for ever, you will never be tranſlated yourſelf, 
in proportion, an equal value with a picce of 
gold, and are even ſometimes of far greater uſe 
to the people, but they are always light, and of 
a bad alloy. You are defirous, you ſay, to re 
vive among us theſc illuſtrious dead; and I own 
that you give them indeed a body: but you do 
not reſtore life to them, there is ſtill wanting 3 
ſpirit. to animate them. Why do not you rather 
apply yourſelf to the ſcarch of a thouſand glort- 
10 
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pus every day? After this advice, they parted, 
oppoſe, not much pleaſed with each other. 


"parks, the laſt of the 


moon Rebiab, * 


LETTER CXXIS, 
UsBzx to Rurpt, at Venice. 


HE greater part of the legiſlators were men 

1 of confined underſtandings, whom chance 
put at the head of others, and who ſcarcely con- 
2 thing but their own prejudices and 
fancies. They appear not to bave known the 
greatneſs and dignity of theis employment: they 
amuſed themſclves in forming childiſh inſtitu · 


themſelves with men of good ſenſe. They 
plunged themſelves into diſadvantageous cir- 
cumſtances ; and run into particular cares: 
which is the ſign of a narrow genius, which ſecs 
kings only by pare, incapable of taking frre 
ml view. Some affected to make uſe of a lan- 
different from the vulgar; an abſurd thing 

ma maker of laws; for how ſhould the people 
oblerve what they do not underſtand ? They 
often aboliſhed needleſsly, thoſe laws that were 
etabliſhcd; hereby, plunging the people into 
orders inſeparable from changes. It is true, 
that on account of a firange turn that ſprings 


| her from the head than the heart, it is ſome- 


times 
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times neceſſary to change certain laws. But t is 


an uncommon caſe; and when it happens, it 
ſhould be touched with a timorous hand : they 


ought to obſerve much ſolemniry in doing it, an 


conduct it with ſuch precautions, that the peo. 


ple may naturally conceive that the laws are very | 
ſacred, ſince fo many formalities are neceſſary o 
be obſerved in repealing them. They have often 


made them too refin'd, and have followed log. 


cal ideas, rather than natural equity. In proc 
of time they were found to be ſevere; and m 
thought themſclves obliged in equity to deviate | 
from them; but this remedy was a new income - 
nience, Be the laws of what nature they will 
of the publick, to 

which that of individuals ſhould always be con- 
formable. We ſhould however acknowledge, 


they ſhould be a'ways 
conſidered as the co 


that ſome legiſlators have by one regulation dil- 
covered great prudence, they have given fathers 
a great ſhare of authority over their children. 
Nothing contributes more to the eaſe of the ma- 
giſtrates ; nothing more prevents the courts of 
juſtice from being crowded - nothing more firm- 
ly eſtabliſhes tranquility in a ſtate, where mora- 
Rty always makes better citizens than laws can 
make. Of all ſorts of authority this is the ſd- 
domeſt abuſed : this i the moſt ſacred ſort of 
magiſtracy ; ; it is the only one which does not 
owe its origin to any contract, but has even pre- 

ceded all contracts. It has been obſerved, that 
in the countries where the greateſt ſhare of 
power is lodged in the hands of parents, _— 
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bes are always beſt regulated: fathers are re- 
| tives of the Creator of the Univerſe, who, 


though be might bind men to ſerve him through 
love alone, has thought proper to attach them to 


| him ftill ſtronger by the motives of hope and 


fear. I cannot finiſh this letter, without putting 
you in mind of the capriciouſneſs of tbe French. 
h is ſaid that they have retained many things in 
ihe Roman laws, which are either uſcleſs, or 
worſe; and they have not borrowed from them 
the pareatal authority, 1 
the bafis of all lawful authority. 


| Parks, the qth day of the moon of 
\  Ghefſecord Gemmadil, %. 


1 1 1 * 1 ot. 


Rica te ** 8, 5 


F Shall in this letter give thee an account of 


the race of Quidnuncs, who afſcmble in a 


magnificent garden, where thcir leiſure finds 


tonſlant employment. They are of no manner 
of uſc to the ſtate; and were they to talk fifty 


fears without pauſing, their diſcourſe would pro- 


duce no greater effect than a filence of the ſame 
duration: yet they think themſelves men of im- 


projets, and talk of grand intereſts. A curi- 
eit at once frivolous and ridiculous is the baſis 
of their converſation : no cabinet can be ſo my- 


portance, becauſe they harangue upon glorious 


— 1 — Ü 
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they will not allow themſelves to be ignorant of 


very year; and though they are at no expence tu 
hire ſpies, they are acquainted with the meaſures 


10 humble the emperor of the Turks and the 
Great Mogul. Scarcely have they exhauſted the | 
preſent, but they plunge deep into futurity; and 
taking the lead of providence, they prevent it in | | 
all its condu towards man. They lead a gene. 
ral by the hand, and after having praiſed him | 


for many follics, of which he never was guilty, 


they make him commit a thouſand more, which } 
will never come to paſs. They make armics fy 


like cranes, and the walls of cities fall as calily 


as the walls of a card-houſc : they bave bridges 
upon alt rhe rivers, fecret roads upon every moun- 


tain, immenſe magazines upon burniog ſands : 


in fine, they want but one thing, and that i: 
good ſenſe. A man who lodges inthe ſame houſe 
with me, received the following letter from 3 1 
Quidaunc : as it appeared ſomewhat extraordi- 


nary, I kept it, and ſhall give it to you in this 


** 


« Sir, 


©] am ſeldom miſtaken — 


on public affairs. Upon the firſt of January, 


1711, 1 foretold that the emperor would die 


* withic the year : it is true, as he was then in 
good health, I was apprehenſive of becoming 
* an odject of ridicule, if I declared my ſenti- 


mens 


any thing; they know how many wives our iu 
guſt Sultan has, how many children he beger e. | 


* 


. 


. 
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ments in expreſs terms; for which reaſon I uſed 
expreſſions ſomewhat enigmatical; but all rati- 
*onal people eaſily gueſſed my meaning. He 
"Hed of the ſmall-pox in the ſame year, upon 
*the 19th of April. As ſoon as war was de- 
tclared between the emperor and the Turks, I 


vent through every corner of the Tuillerics in 


*queſt of our gentlemen : I aſſembled them near 


dude baſon, and propheſied to them that Bel- 


grade would be beſieged and taken. I bad the 
"happineſs of ſeeing my prediction fulfilled. It 


1 *itruc, about the middle of the ſiege, I laid a 
'* wager of 100 piſtoles, that it would be taken 
ion the 18th of Auguſt: it was however taken 
*the day after: is it not provoking to loſe when 


fo near the mark ? When I ſaw the Spaniſh 
"fleet invade Sardinia, I imagined they would 
"duce the iſland ; I ſaid ſo, and my conjecture 
"was juſtified by the event. Encouraged by this 
«ſucceſs, I added, that this victorious fleet would 
make a deſcent at Final, in order to reduce the 
Milaneſe. As this opinion met with oppoſition, 
ms catered on frgpart © achty : I laid a wa- 


iger of 56 piſtoles, and I loſt a ſecond time: 
for that confounded cardinal Alberoni, in vio- 


nation of the faith of treaties, ſent his fleet to 


| (Sicily, and proved at once too hard for two 


great politicians, I mean the duke of Savoy and 
myſelf, All this, Sir, has ſo greatly diſcon- 
certed me, that I have formed à reſolution to 


* 
| ſoretel henceforward without ever betting. 
1 


Formerly the practice of betting was unknown 


| 'x the Tuillerics, acd the count 411 


never 
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© never ſuffer them; but ſince a 1 
rr 
* fociety, we ſcarce know what to do. Scarce 

* can we open our lips, to tell a piece of new, 

2 offers to lay a 1. 

3 The other day, as I wn 

and ſettlin f 

2 noſe, 2 
© clemen, catching at the pauſe I made between 


Nr 
* and ſpeaking in more emphatical terms, I ſaid, 
© the marſhal of * * having learned —— chat 
* is falſe, ſaid he, you always propagate extrars - 

« gant intelligence; there is not common ſenſe 
in what you fay. Sir, you would greatly oblige 
me by lending me ffir piſtoles, for theſe wa. 
gers have been the occafion of great perplexity. 
© letters, which 1 have wrote to the miniſter.* 


The Letter of an Intelligencer to the Minifter. 
© My Loan, 

i « 1 am e of the melt loyal Gubjefte the king 

* ever had. It was I that prevailed on a friend, 


to put in execution the project I had formed of 
a boak to prove to a demonſtration, that Lewis 


_ * the great was by all means the greateſt Prince 


© that ever was ſurnamed the great. I have been 
© MOTEOVET 2 „ employed in another 
* work 


% 2. cad 


. I am obliged to ſet them right upon 


| . that I have great talents for criticiſm. 


r r d ðᷣ od ¼ẽ :: 


PERSIAN LETTERS. 277 
work, which will contribute to raiſe our nati- 


J *onal glory till higher, if your eminence will 


grant me 2 privilege ; my deſigu is to prove 


1 *chat fince the foundation of the monarchy, the 


french never loſt a battle ; and that what hiſto- 


uns have hitherto ſaid of our having been 


"ſometimes worſted, is utterly falſe and ground- 
ma- 
ny occaſions; and I think I may ſay, without 


« I am, My Lord, - &c. 


© My Lonp, 


Se wn have loſt the Count de l we beg 
you will be ſo kind as to give us leave to elect a 
"'orefident. Great confuſion begins to prevail 


i our conferences; and ſtate affairs are not in 


them treated with as much method and regula- 


[rity as they have been formerly: our young 
men live without the leaſt reſpect for the old, 


Ind without any ſubordination amongſt them · 


Fo O'S WW Hh oO: Oy © wy 


ces ; it is a true council of Roboam, in which 
"the young keep the old in awe. It is ia vain 
| for us to remonſtrate to them, that we were in 
poſſeſſion of the Tuillerĩes long before they were 


born. I am inclincd to think they will at laſt 
F *drive us out of it; and that being deprived of 
he aſylum where we had often called up the 
Hades of our French heroes, we ſhall be o- 


* „ * bliged 


— 
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* liged to afſemble in the king's garden, wa. 
* ſome more remote place. 


© T am,” Kc. 


Paris, the yth day of the moon of 
the ad Gemmadi, 1719. 


LETTER cxxx.. 


Rubi fo Rica, at Paris. 


INCE my arrival in Europe, nothing has more 


engaged my curioſity, than the hiſtory and 


origin of republics. You are not ignorant that 


moſt of the Aftatics have not even an idea of this 
form of government, and that the of i- 
magination have not yet enabled them to conceive 
that there can be on earth any other form but 


| the deſpatic. The firſt governments of which 
we have any knowledge were monarchical, it was | 


merely by accident, and the fucceflion of ages, 


that republics were at length formed. Greece 


having been overflowed by a deluge, new inhabi- 
tants came to people it: it drew all its colomes 


the people who came from thence were governed 
in the ſame manner. But the tyranny of cheſe 


princes becoming inſupportable, they ſhook off 
the yoke ; and from the ruins of ſo many king- 
_ doms ſprung thoſe republics which cauſed Greece 


ſo greatly to flouriſh, and rendered it the model 


of politeneſs, whilſt ſurrounded with barbarous 


from Egypt and the neighbouring countries of 
a and as thoſe were governed by king, 


—  —_—_——cc——  ——— | 


18. The io not all; Greece peopled Italy; Italy 
{ Spain, and perhaps Gaul. It it well knows that 
| the great Hiſperia, ſo much renowned amongſt 
} the ancicats, was at firſt the Greece conſidered 
y ncighbouriog nations as a bliſsful abode ; the 
{ Grecks who could not find that happy place of 
1 refidence at home, went in queſt of it to Italy; 
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| axons. The love of. liberty, and the averſion 


| w kings, long preſerved Greece in a ſtate of in- 
{ dependence, and made the republican form of 


nt become every day more extenſive. 
The citics of Greece made alliances with ſome 
cities of Aſia Minor: they ſent thither colonies 


n free as themſelves, which ſerved them as ram- 


ru againſt the enterpriſes of the kings of Per- 


thoſe of Italy to Spain, thoſe of Spain to Beiica 
ar Portugal, So that theſe regions went by that 
appellation amongſt the ancicais. Theſe Greek 
colonies brought with them a ſpirit of liberty, 
which they had contracted in that mild country. 


ui for this reaſon we do not meet with any ex- 
ple of a monarchy in Italy, Spain, or Gaul, 


during theſe ancient ages. It will be ſoon ſeen, 


{ that the people of the north, and of Germany, 


were no leſs free: and if any traces of kingly 
government are thought to be found amongſt 


j them, this may calily be accounted for, as the 
commanders of armics, and the chief magiſtrates 
| *frepublics, have frequently been taken for kings, 


All this happened in Europe, for Afia and Afri- 


au have always groancd beneath the yoke of deſ- 
| potilm, excepting only the cities of Aſia Minor, 
| which have heen ſpoken of above, and the repub- 


A 2.2 lic 


and violent government, and the mild ſway of the 
Romans was converted into a cruel oppreſſion. 


28 PERSIAN LETTERS. 


lic of Carthage in Africa The empire of as 
world was ſhared by two powerful republics, 1 


mean thoſe of Rome and Carthage : no part of 
hiſtory is leſs known than that of the origio of 


the republic of Carthage, We are totally in the 


dark with regard to the ſucceſſion of African 1 
princes, from the time of Dido, as well u of the * 
manner in which they were deprived of their. 


power. The prodigious grandeur of the Roman 


_ commonwealth would have been an advantage 6 
the world in general, if there had not been that 


unjuſt diſtinction between the citizens of Rome 


provinces had not been inveſted with an authoris 
ty ſo confiderable, if the juſt laws, cftabliſhed in 
oppoſition to their tyrauny, had been always put 
ia execution, and if they had not, in order wo 
render them of no effect, availed themſelres of 


the very treaſures which they had amaſſed by | 
their injuſtice. Czſar deftroyed the Roman com- 
monwealth, and made it ſubject to an arbitrary | 


power. Europe long groancd under a military 


In the mean time, an infinite number of nations, 
never before heard of, poured out of the north, 


conqueſts, and to exerciſe piracy, they diſmem- 
bered the empire, and founded other kingdoms 
upon its ruins. Theſe people were free; and the 


authority of their kings was ſo limited, that they = 


could properly be called only their chiefa, or ge- 


and the conquered nations, if the governors of 


— wen ( 


ad like torrents all over the Roman pro - 
vinces; as theſe found it equally caſy to make } 


] AF 
] 


command of a ſingle perſon, they had nothing 
elſe in view but to procure him new ſubjects, and 
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| gerals., Thus theſe kingdoms, though founded 


by force, never once felt the conqueror's yoke. 


When the people of Aſia, for example, the Turks 


and Tartars, made conqueſts whilſt under the 


w eſtabliſh. his violent authority by the force of 


arms; but the people of the north, free in their 


own county, when they ſeized upon the Roman. 
thority ; nay ſome of theſe people, as the Van- 
dals in Africa, and the Goths in Spain, went ſo 
far as to depoſe their kings, when they were diſ- 
facisfied with their conduct: and amongſt others, 
the authority of the prince was limited in a vari- 
ety of manners: a great number of the nobility 
ſhared it with him; wars were never waged wich- 


bout their concurrence 2 the ſpoils were divided: 


between the chief and the ſoldiers ; no tax was 
kvied in favour of the prince; the laws were 


made in the national afſembly, and upon this 


fundamental principle were formed ail the flates- 
that roſe out of the ruins of the Roman em- 
Venice, the 2oth of the moon. 

— Reged, 271. 
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LET TER cam 
Rica fa ©, 


Happened to be five or fix months ago is 8 


about him: he ſpoke of the pleaſure of livingas 


retiring to languiſh away his life in the country. 


I have, ſaid he, an eſtate of fifteen thouſand l. 


vres a-year in land; and I ſhould think ayſelf 


money and portable effects. It is to no purpoſe 
for me to bear hard upon my tenants, and put 


them to expence by frequent law ſuits, this only | 
makes them leſs able to pay. I can never ſeca a 
hundred piſtoles at a time. If I was to ot ten 
thouſand livres, all wy land would be ſeiaed on, 
and I ſhould be reduced to an hoſpital. I went 


out, without giving much attentioa to all this 


converſation ; but happening to be yeſterday in 


the ſame part of the town, I entered the fame 


houſe, and I there ſaw a grave man, with a long 
pale viſage, who ſat melancholy and penfive in the 
midſt of fire or fix praters, at length beginning 


ſomewhat abruptly, he ſaid, with a loud voice, 
Gentlemen, I am ruined, I have nothing left to 
live upon; for I have now at home two hundred 
thouſand livres in bank-bills, and a hundred 
thouſand crowns in money: I am in a moſt me- 


lancholy ſituation; I thought myſelf rich, and 


coffee-bouſe : there I obſerved a gentleman 1 
tolerably well dreſſed, who had got an audicace 


Paris : he lamented the neceſſity he lay under of 1 


much more happy, if I had one quarter of it ia 


CG e ow a on Oo (eu Io am am ng GS woa FF aoUwnn 


I to fincerely my friend, that I lent him money: 
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now I find myſelf reduced to beggary : if I bad 
hut a ſmall eſtate in the country to retire to, [ 
ſhould at leaſt be ſecure of a ſubſiſtence ; but I 
have not the breadth of this hat in land. Hap- 


peving to turn my head on the other fide, I faw 
2m2n who made ſuch grimaces, that one would 


' have thought him poſſeſſed. Who can we truſt 


for the future, exclaimed he. There is a villain 
whom I had ſo good an opinion of, and thought 


he paid me again ! what black perfidy and ingra- 


tude is this ? let him do what he will, he will 


never be able to retrieve my good opinion. Near 


- kim was man very ill dreſſed, who lifting up 
his eyes to heaven, ſaid, God proſper the pro- 
jeu of our miniſters, may the actions riſe to 


wo thouſand livres, and the footmen of Paris 
be richer than their maſters ! I had the 


do aſk his name. The anſwer I received was, be 


is a very poor man, and has a poor trade: he is. 


a genealogiſt, and he bopes that his art will be- 
1 come profitable, if theſe changes of fortune con · 
nue, and that all the new rich will have occa- 
fog for him to reform their names, furbiſh up 


heic anceſtors, and adorn their coaches. He 
has 2 notion that he will have it in his power to 
anke as. many perſons of quality as he thinks 
proper, and he exults within himſelf to thiok, that 


ide number of his cuſtomers will increaſe. At 


kk I ſaw an old man enter, pale and. chin, whom 


Iknew to be a coftce-houſe politician before he 
| fudown : he was not one of thoſe who are no- 


der to be intimidated by difaſters, but always pro- 


* 
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+ Phecy of viftorics and ſucceſs : he was one of 
thoſe timorous wretches who. are always boding 
ill. Our affairs, ſaid he, are in a very bad fity. 
ation in Spain, we have no horſe upon the fron- 
tiers; and it is to be feared that the prince Pio, 
who has a conſiderable body, will levy contriby- 


tions upon the whole province of Languedoc. 


There ſat oppoſite to me a philoſopher of a to- 
lerably ſhabby appearance, who ſcemed to deſpiſe 


ken of contempt, whilſt the other elevated the 
tone of his voice. I approached him, and he 
whiſpered in my car, you ſce how that coxcomb 
talks of his apprehenſions for Languedoc: and 
I for my part yeſtenday perceived a ſpot in the 
ſun, which, if it ſhould increaſe, might cauſe 2 


general diſſalutĩon of nature, and yet I did not 


ſay a fingle word about it. 


Rhamazan, 1729. 


LETTER CXXXIT. 


Rica to * 


1 


2dmittance to all comers at ſtated hours. Upon 


entering. I beheld a ſerious perſonage, who walk - 
ed amidſt a prodigious number of ſurrounding 
volumes. I went up to him, and begged be 


Went the other day to · ſee a great library at a | 
convent of derviſes, who are in ſome meaſure 
che proprictors of it, but who are obliged to give 
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would be fo kind as to inform me what thoſe 
hooks were which I ſaw ſo much beiter bound 
than the reſt. Sir, ſaid he, I am here as the in- 
habitaat of a foreign country, I know nobody. 
Many beſides you have propoſed ſuch queſtions 
to me; but you cannot think it reaſonable that 
would read all theſe books, in order to give 


them information ; my librarian here can ſatisfy 


your curiolity, for he is buſied night and day in 
decyphering what you ſee here; be is a very 
worthleſs member, and a great burthen to us, 
becauſe he does nothing for the convent. But 
the bell rings to call me to the refectory. Thoſe 
who, like me, are at the head of a ſociety, ſhould 
be the firſt to aſſiſt at all the exerciſcs peculiar to 
it. The monk having ſpoke thus, puſhed me 
out, ſhut the door, and diſappeared, Juſt as if 
he had p=Ricilcd the art of flying. 


Pris, the 21ſt of the moon 
|  Rhamazan, 271g. 


L ET TEA chm. 
Rica fo the Same. 


mags returned to the ſame library, where 
I met with a man very different from him 
whom I had ſeen before. His air was ſimple, his 
tountenance lively, and his addreſs affable. As 
boon as I Ggnificd to him my curioſity, he pre- 
pared to I it, and even to inſtruct me, as I 
ppenred ꝛ0 be a ſtranger. Reverend father, ſaid 
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I, what are thoſe books with which all that fide 
of the library is filled ? Thoſe are the works of 
the interpreters of ſcripture, anſwered he. There 
is a prodigious number of them, replied I; ſerip- 
ture muſt bave been formerly very obſcure, but 
very perſpicuous at preſent. Can there 
be any doubts remaining? Can there poſlibly be 
any controverted points? Can there poflibly | 
anſwered he, good God! can there poſlibly 1 
There are almoſt as many doubts as verſes. In- 
deed, ſaid I, what good then have the writings 
of theſe authors done ? Theſe anthors, anſwered 
he, have not ſearched the ſcriptures, for what 
ſhould be belicved, but what they believed them- 
| ſelves; they did not conſider the ſcriptures as 
to embrace, but as a work which might give 3 


ſanction to their own opinions: for this reaſon, | 
they have every where corrupted its ſenſe, and | 


put forced conſtructions upon every paſſage. It 
reſembles a country, which men of every ſect in- 
vade, and to which they go as it were to pillage; 
it is a field of battle, where the hoſtile nations 
that meet have frequent engagements, where they 
attack each other, and where they have ſkirmiſhes 
of various ſorts. Not far from theſe you ſee the 
aſcetic books, or books of devotion ; then follow 


er utility; theological tracts, doubly unintelligi- 
ble, both on account of the ſubje& there treated 
of, and the manner in which it is treated ; the 
works of the myſtics, that is, of ſuch devotees as 
* 

| ; 


the books of morality, which are of much great | *: 
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Hold, reverend father, one moment, aid I; let 
me hear ſomething of thoſe myſtics. Sir, ſaid 
he, devotion warms a heart naturally inclined, 
and cauſes the animal ſpirits to mount up to the 
brain, ſo as to warm it in the ſame manner : from 
hence proceed ecſtaſies and raviſhing viſions. 
This ftate may be called the delirium of devoti- 
on; it often attains to the perfection of, or rather 
degenerates into quietiſm: you cant be igno- 


rant that 2 quietiſt is nothing elſe but a man that 


is at once mad, devout, and a hbertine. Behold 
there the caſuiſts who reveal the ſecrets of the 
night; who form in their imagination all the 
monſters that the demon of love is capable of 
producing, combine, compare them, and make 
them the conſtant objects of their thoughts; bap- 
pp is it for them if their heart is not catched in 
the ſnare, and does not itſelf become an accom- 
plice in ſo many debaucheries, ſo exactly and ſo 
plainly deſcribed. You fee, dir, that I think 
freely, and that I freely diſcover my thoughss, 
Tam naturally of an open diſpoſition, and more 
vith you who are a ſtranger, and who defire to 
underſtand things, and know their true natwe. 
If that was my way of thinking, I ſhould ſpeak 
of all theſe things with a tone of aſtoniſhment ; 
| ſhould every moment uſe the terms, that is di- 
vine, that is excellent ; this abounds with the 
marvellous; and the conſequence would be, that 
I ſhould either impoſe upon you, or leſſen my- 
ff in your opinion. There our converſation 
taded, it was ſuddenly interrupted by the der- 

viſle's 
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viſe's being called upon about ſome . 
the convent. 


. 


Paris, the 234 of the moon 
Rhamazan, 1719. 


* > wo &@ WS ©  - 
Rica fo the Same. 


Returned at the appointed hour ; and my new 
acquaintance conducted me to the very place 
where we parted. Behold here, ſaid he, the 
grammarians, the gloſſary makers, and the com- 
mentators. My reverend father, ſaid I, have not 
all theſe a diſpenſation from having common 


ſenſe? Yes, anſwered he, they have, and no- 


body is ever the wiſer : their works are neither 
the better nor the worſe for it ; and this is a great 


privilege they are inveſted with. That is very juſt | 


ſaid I, and I know many philoſophers who would 


do wiſely to attach themſelves to ſciences of this 


nature. Here, continued he, you may ſee the 
orators who are endowed with the talent of per- 
ſuading without ratiocination ; and the geome - 
tricians who force a man to aſſent to their argu- 
ments whether he will or no, and convince him 


by downright force. Here you ſee the metaphy- 


ſical treatiſes which turn upon intereſts ſo im- 
infinity every where oc- 


, and in which 
curs; and the treatiſes upon natural philoſophy, 
he excfhoce of with can dihorde xo mr 
— — of the wil Sg 


thas | 
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Han in one of the moſt ſimple machines made by 
waman art. Books of phyſic, thoſe monuments _ 
of the frailty of human nature, and the power of 

rt; which fill us with terror, even in treating 
of the flighteſt diſorders, they bring death ſo near 
our view, but which renders us equally ſecure, 
when they trear of the virtues of remedies, as'if 
they could confer immortality upon us. Neac 
them are the books of anatomy, which do not 
ſo properly contains the deſcription of the parts 
of the human body, as the barbarous names by 
which they are called ; which can never cure the 
' fick man of his diſeaſe, nor the phyſician of his 
Here are the chymiſts, who ſometimes 
inhabit hoſpitals, and ſometimes mad-hovies, 
which are dwellings equally well ſuited to them. 
Here again are the books which treat of the oc · 
cult ſcience, or rather of occult ignorance ; ſuch 
me thoſe which contain ſomething concerning the 
magic art: theſe are execrable in the opinion of 
many, altogether contemptible in mine. Such 
likewiſe are the books of judicial aſtrology. How 
tan you ſay that, father, the books of judicial 
aſtology, replied I, with vivacity. Theſe are 
the very books which are moſt eſteemed in Per- 
fia, they regulate all the actions of our lives, and 
determine our will in all our undertakings : the 
aſtrologers may properly be called our directors: | 
they do more than direct us, they are concerned 
inthe government of the ſtate, If that be the 
caſe, ſaid he, you live under a government much 
more ſevere than that of reaſon : this muſt be 
the moſt capricious government imaginable : I 
Vor. II. B b | greatly 


* 
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greatly pity a family, and much more a nation, 

that ſuffers the planets to have ſuch powerful in. 
fluence over it. We uſe aſtrology, anſwered I, 
juſt in the ſame manner as you uſe algebra. Exe. 
ry nation has a peculiar ſcience, according to 
which it regulates its politics. All our aftrolo- 
gers put together never committed ſo many ab- 
ſurdities in our Perſia, as a ſingle algebraiſt 
has done here. Can you think that the fortyi. 
tous meeting of the ftars is not as ſure a rule of 
conduct as all the fine reaſoning of your builder 
of ſyſtems. If the votes upon that ſubject were 
to be reckoned up both in France and Perſia, 


aſtrology would ſoon triumph over algebra ; you | . 


would ſoon ſee the calculators greatly humbled, 
what terrible inferences might be drawn agaioſt 
them from hence ? Our diſpute was interrupt- 
ed, and we were under a neceſſity of parting, 


Paris, the 26th of the moon 
Rhamazan, 1719. 


LETTE R CXXXVL 
Rica to the Same. 


I our next interview, my learned inftruc- 
tor conduted me into a ſeparate apart- 
ment. Here, faid he, are the books of modern 
 kiftory. Behold here the authors of church hiſte- 
ry, and the lives of the popes ; theſe are books 
— CO WE IO 
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een produce 2 quite oppoſite effect. In that 
are thoſe who have wrote concerning the 
decline of the formidable empire of the Romans, 
which ſprung from the ruin of ſo many mo- 
narchies, and upon the ruins of which ſo many 
mu ones were founded; an infinite number of 
bharbarous nations, as little known as the coun- 
ties which they inhabited, appeared all of a ſud- 
len, overrun it, ravagcd it, tore it to pieces, and 
founded all the kingdoms which you now fee iu 
Europe. Theſe people cannot properly be call- 
e barbarians, becauſe they were free, ſince be- 
ing unĩrerſally ſubjected to a deſpotic power, they 
bi chat delightful liberty which is ſo conforma- 
lie to reaſon, humanity, and nature. Here you will 
ſe the hiſtorians of the German empire, which 
zonly a ſhadow of the firſt empire; but which 
is, I think, the only power upon earth which 
has not been weakened by faQtion ; the only 
power, I muſt repeat it, which acquires ſtrength 
from its loſſes, and which, flow in availing ſelf 
of its ſucceſs, becomes invincible by its defeats. 
Here are the French hiftorians, in which we firſt 
ke the regal power form itſelf, periſh twice; 
then recover itſelf again, and languiſh during a 
hicceffion of ages; but collecting ſtrength, and 
being increaſed in every particular, at laſt ar- 
mes at its final period; like thoſe rivers which 
in their courſe loſe their waters, or hide them- 
Elves un ler the earth; then, ſhewing them- 
fees again, and ſwelled by the rivers which flow 
ino them, rapidly hurry away whatever oppoſes 
adf to their paſſage. There you ſee the Spa- 
| B b 2 niſli 
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niſh nation pour itſelf forth from certain mous. 
tains : the Mahometan princes ſubdued as flow. 

ly as they had rapidly conquered: ſo many king 
doms united into one vaſt monarchy, which be. 
came almoſt the only one ; till overwhelmed by 
its own greatncſs, and its falſe opulence, it loſt 
its forced reputation, and retained nothing but 
the pride with which it was inſpired by its former 
power Here are the Engliſh hiſtorians, in 
which we conſtantly ſee liberty rekindled by the 
flames of diſcord and ſedition, the prince always 
tottering upon a throne not to be ſhaken, a nz- 

tion impaticnt, but prudent even in its ſallies of 
paſſion, and which, being poſſeſſed of the empire 
of the ſea (a thing unheard of till then) unites 
commerce with power. Not far from thence are 


che hiſtorians of that other queen of the ſea, the | 


republic of Holland, ſo much reſpeAed in Ev 
rope, and ſo formidable in Afia, where its mer- 
chants ſee ſo many kings fall proſtrate before | 
them. The Italian hiſtorians repreſent to usa 

nation once miſtreſs of the world, become the 
Qlave of all the others; it's princes divided and 
weak, and having nothing of ſovereingty to 
boaſt, befides its vaio policy. Here are the bi- 
ſtorians of the republics of Switzerland, which 
is the emblem of liberty; of Venice, whoſe on- 
ly refuge is in its economy ; and of Genoa, that 
has nothing to boaſt of but its buildings. Here 
are thoſe of the north, and amongſt others, of 
Poland, which makes ſo bad a uſe of its liberty, 
6 
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that one would think its intention is there- 
by to conſole the neighbouring nations, which 
have loſt both. Hereupon we partcd till the next 
ux. 


Paris, the 2d of the moon 
Chalyal, 1719. 


LETT E R CXXXVI. 
Rica to the Same. 


THE next day he conducted me into another 
apartment. Theſe, ſaid he, are the poets, 
- whoſe chicf merit conſiſts in putting good ſenſe 
in ſhackles, and in overwhelming reaſon by a 
heap of ornaments, as the women were former- 
y incumbered by the parade of dreſs, You are 
ho ſtranger to them, they are common amongſt 
the Orientals, where a horter ſun ſcems to warm 
the imagination of the natives. Here are the epic 
poems; what, ſaid I, ſomewhat ſurpriſed, is an 
epic poem? To deal plainly with you, anſwered: 
be, I do not know: the critics tell us, that there 
never were more than two, and that the others 
which go by the ſame name, are by no means 
worthy of it: I cannot judge of this neither. 
They ſay, beſides, that it is impoſſible io compoſe 
any more; this to me appears ſtill more ſurpriſ- 
ing. Here are the dramatic poets, who, I think, 
bold the firſt place amongſt thoſe of their proſeſ- 
Son, and may be juſtly looked upon as the ma- 
ſters of our paſſions. There are two different 
. ſpecies 
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ſpecies of dramatic poets ; the comic poets, who. 
ſtir our paſſions ſo geatly, and the tragic poets, 
who rouſe and agitate us with ſo much violence. 
Here are the lyric pocts, whom I deſpiſe as much 
as I eſteem the others, who convert their art in- 
to an harmonious cxtravapance. Next in order 
follow the authors of Idyllium and Eclogues, 
who pleaſe even couriers, by exciting in them 
an idea of a certain tranquility which they do 
not poſſeſs, which they preſent to their view in 
the condition of ſhepherds. But here are au- 
thors more dangerous than any you have yet 
ſeen: theſe are they who point epigrams, little 
ſharp arrows which make a deep wound that ade 
mits of no cure. Here you behold romanecs, 
the authors of which may be in ſome meaſure. | 
conſidered as poets who are equally extravagant 
in their wit, and in their repreſentations of pal. 
fion; they paſs their whole lives in ſecking after 
nature, and their reſearch is always equally vain; 
their heroes are no more in nature than the 
winged dragons, and the hippocentaurs. I have, 
anſwered I, ſcen ſome of your romances, and. 
if- you had. ſeen any of ours, you would have 
deen ſtill more diſguſted. They are full as void 
of nature, and lic under great conſtraints on ac- 
count of our manners: An amorous paſſion 
uſt have laſted teu years before the lover can 
fee ſo much as his miſtreſs's face; yet the authors. 
axe under ancceffuy of making their readers paſs 
through all theſe tedious preliminaries; now as 
it is 1impoſlible to invent new incidents for ever, 
theſe authors have recourſe to an artifice, which. 
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has 2 worſe effect than the inconvenience they. 
mean to obviate by it; they avail themſelves of 
prodigics. 1 am convinced that you cannot ap- 
prove of a ſorcereſs making an army riſe out of 
the earth by the power cf her art; that a ſingle 
hero ſhould deſtroy a fleet conſiſting of a hun- 
red thouſand men. Yet in this taſte our ro- 
mances are wrote: theſe cold adventures, fo of- 
ten repeated, appear to us altogether infipid, and. 
give us the higheſt diſguſt. | 


Paris, the 6th of the moon 
Cbalval, 1919. 


\ LETT E A CXXXVIIL 
Rica fo IBBEN, af SMYRNA, 


1 here ſucced to and deſtroy each 
V other, juſt as the ſeaſons do: during the 
ſpace of fix years I have ſeen the ſyſtem of the 
nances changed four times. Taxes are now le- 

wed in Turkey and Perſia, exactly in the ſame 
manner as. they were levied by. the founders of 
thoſe empires: this is far from being the caſe 
here. It muſt indeed be owned that we do not 
kvy them with ſs much addreſs as the inhabi · 
tants of the Weſt. It is our opinion, that there 
no more difference between managing the re- 
venues of a prince, and the fortune of a pris ate 
perſon, than between reckoning a hundred chou- 
fand tomans, and reckoning only a bundred : 
dat this affair is much more my ſterious and re- 
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Aned than we think it. Geniuſſes of the 6 
rank muſt labour night and day, they muſt with 
out ceaſing, and with the moſt painful efforts, 
invent continually new projects; they muſt hear 
the advice of an infinite number of perſons, who 
meddle with their buſineſs without being defired; 
they muſt retire and live recluſely in a cloſet im- 
penetrable to great folks, and aweful to the lit 
tle; they muſt always have their heads full of 
important ſecrets, wonderful deſigns, new fy 
tems; and being quite abſorbed in meditation, 
they muſt be deprived of the uſe of ſpeech, and 
ſometimes even void of politeneſs. No ſooner 
were the eyes of the late king cloſed, but it was 
judged proper to cſtabliſh a new adminiſtration. 
It was eaſy to perceive that the kingdom was in a 
dad ſituation, but how to remedy the inconveni- 
ences it laboured under, was the queſtion, The 
unlimited authority of former miniſters, had not 
been found advantageous to the ſtate ; and there 
fore it was judged proper to divide it among ſe- 
veral. For this purpoſe, five or ſix counſels were 
created, and perhaps France was never more wile- 
ly governed, than by. that miniſtry : it did not 
laſt long, no more than the good of which it was 
productice. France, at che late king's death, re- 
ſembled a body finking under a thouſand diſor- 
ders: N took the knife in hand, cut of 
ſome of the uſeleſs fleſh, and applied a few topi- 
cal remedies. But there ſtill remained an inter- 
nal vice to be cured: a foreigner who came over, 
undertook to effect the cure: after the applica- | 
tion of many violent remedies, he thought * | 
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be had reſtored the ſtate to its former yigour, 
»hereas it was only become bloated. Thoſe who 
were in affluence about fix months ago, are now 
reduced to the moſt extreme poverty ; and thoſe 
| who were in want of the neceſſaries of life, are 
now wallowing in opulence. The two extremi- 
ties never made ſo near an approach before. 
This foreigner has turned the kingdom with as 
much caſe as a taylor turns a coat; be makes 
that which was under appear upwards, and what 
was uppermoſt he turns down. Such unexpect- 
ed fortunes have been made, as appeared incre- 
dible to thoſe who acquired them ; God does not 
with greater eaſe create men out of nothing. How 
many footmen are now attended by their fellow - 
ſervants ; and may perhaps to-morrow be attend - 
ed by their maſters. This is ſometimes produc- 
dive of very odd accidents. Footmen who acquir- 
ed their fortunes in the laſt rcign, now boaſt of 
their birth, they revenge themſelves upon thoſe 
who have juſt laid afide their liverics, of all che 


contempt which others expreficd for them about - 


fix months before: they exclaim aloud the nobi- 
lay is ruined; what diſorder prevails in the ſtate ! 
what confuſton is there in all ranks ! none but 
mean perſons now make fortunes ! Depend up- 
on it theſe will take ample revenge upon thoſe 
who come after them; and that in thirty years 
theſe new people of quality will make a great 
noiſe in the world. 


Paris, the iſt of the moon 
TZilcade, 1:20. | 


LEITER 
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L E T_T E Rk Cxtxix. - 
Rica to the Same. 


HERE cannot be a greater example of con- 
jugal affection, and that not in a private 
woman, but in a queen, than that which I now 
relate, The queen of Sweden being poſitively 
reſolved that her huſband ſhould be her partner 
in the goverament, to remove all obſtacles to 
this her purpoſe, ſent a declaration to the ſtates, 
whereby ſhe renounces the regency, provided 
they elect him. Somewhat above ſixty years ago, 
another queen, named Chriſtina, abdicated the 
throne to devote herſelf entirely to philoſophy. 
Ido not know which of theſe examples ſhould 
excite our admiration moſt. 'Though I would 
by all means, have every body firmly maintain 
the poſt and dignity to which he has been raiſed 
by fortune; and though I cannot approve of the 
weakneſs of thoſe, who finding themſelves infe- 
rior to their ſtation, baſely forſake it by a ſort of 
deſertion ; I am notwithſtanding ſtruck with the 
greatneſ: of ſoul of theſe two queens, when I ſee 


that the mind ia the one and the heart in the o- 


ther, were more elevated than their fortune. 
Chriſtina aſpired to know at a time when others 
think of nothing but the enjoyment of preſent 
pleaſures ; and the other deſires to enjoy empire 


only, with a view of putting it into the hands of 
her auguſt huſband. 


. Paris, the aqth of the moon 
Mikarran, 172. 


LETTER 
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- NT T2 KO. 
Rica to UsSBEK, af ***, 


HE parliament of Paris has been juſt ba- 
T niſhed to 'a little town called Pontoiſe 
The council ſent orders to it cither to regiſter, 
cr a declaration by which it might be 
Ghonoured, and the parliament has regiſtered 
it in a manner that reflects diſhonour upon the 


council. Some other parliaments of the king- 


dom are threatened with the ſame treatment. 


Theſe aſſemblies are always hated: they approach 


kings only to tell them unwelcome truths; and 
whilſt a crowd of courtiers conſtantly repreſent 


to them that the people are quite happy by their 


adminiſtration ; they contradict the flattery, and 
bear to the foot of the throne the complaints 
and lamentations of a diftrefied nation. Truth, 
dear Uſkek, is a grievovs burden, when we are 
obliged to carry it into the preſence of princes, 
they ſhould therefore conſider, that thoſe who 
undertake the office, are conſtrained to it, and 


ſtep ſo invidious and uvgrateful, if they had not 


9 


| Paris, the 228 day of the moor 
of the iſt Gemmadi, 1720. 


LETTER 


that they would never have reſolved to take a 


been forced to it by their duty, their re ſpect, and 
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LETTER cx. 
Rica to the Same. 


Nee pay you a W. 
0 ſit: How agreeably ſhall I paſs my time 
with you I 1 was introduced ſome days ago toa 
certain court-lady, who had a fancy to ſce my | 
foreign figure. I thought her beautiful, worthy = 
of the affection of our monarch, and of a dif- 
tinguiſhed rank in the ſacred place where his 
heart repoſes. She propoſed me many queſtions 
concerning the manners of the Perſians, and the 
ſort of life led by the women of Perſia. It ap- 
pearcd to me that the ſeraglio was not to her 


raſte, and that it gave her great diſguſt to think | 


that a man ſhould be ſhared by ten, or twelve 
women. She could not think of the happineſs 
of the men, without envy, nor of the wretched 

condition of the women, without the utmoſt 
compaſſion. As ſhe loves reading in general, 

but chiefly poems and romances, ſhe was deſir · 
ous to hear ſome account of ours. The account 
I gave her doubled her curiolity : ſhe begged 


the favour of me to tranſlate a fragment of one 


of thoſe I had brought with me. 1 did ſo, and 
ſent her a few days after an oriental tale; per- 
haps you will not be diſpleaſed io ſee it in dif: 
guiſe. ** In the time bf Cheick-ali-can, there 
was in Perſia a woman named Zulima: ſhe had 
the ſacred Koran quite by heart; no derviſe 
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i underſtand the traditions of the holy pro- 
better than ſhe ; the Arabian doors never 
ſaid any thing ſo myſterious, but ſhe could cafily 


pleaſe them. One day whilſt ſhe was with her 

in one of the apartments of the ſc- 
nglio, one of them aſked her what her ſenti- 
ments were concerning a life to come; and whe- 
doors, that paradiſc was made only for the men. 
u it the general opinion, ſaid ſhe; they have 
done all — could to — rr gs 4 


ir riſe entirely from the ps of men, 
vould willingly preſerve their ſuperiority 
our ſex even after death, and do not conſider, 


that at the laſt great day, all the creatures will 


niſhing beauties ; beauties ſo brilliant, that if « 
mortal could get a fight of them, he would im- 
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tience to enjoy them; in like manner, virtuous 
women will enter a delightful abode, where they | 
will be glatted with the moſt exquiſite enjoymeny 
of all ſorts, with men of a divine nature, who 
vill be ſubjected to their command: each of them | 
will poſſeſs a ſeraglio, in which they will be ut 
up; and have eunuchs, much more faithful than 
ours, to guard them. I have read, continued 
| ſhe, in an Arabian author, that a man named 
| Ibrahim, was of a temper moiſt inſt 234 
jealous. He had twelve women of the utmoſt | 
beauty, whom he treated with a brutality unpa- 
rallelled: he would not truſt even his cunuchs, 
or the walls of his ſeraglio; he generally kept 
them under lock and key in their reſpective -P 
partments, ſo that they could neither ſee nor | 
ſpeak to each other; for even an inncent friend- | 
ſhip rouſed his jealouſy: all his actions diſcover | 
ed a tincture of his natural brutality: his mouth 
never pronounced an obliging word, and his moſt | 
trifling geſtures never failed to aggravate the bit- 
terneſs of their ſlavery, One day, when he had 
aſſembled them all in an apartment of his ſera- 
glio, one of them, more bold than the reſt, re- 
proached him with his ill · nature. Thoſe who 
take ſuch pains to make themſelves feared, ſaid 
ſhe, are, generally ſpeaking, ſucceſsful only in 
making themſelves hated. We are fo very un- 
i happy, that we cannot poſſibly avoid wiſhing for 
a change of condition: others would, in my fi- 
tuation wiſh your death, I only with for my own; 
and, as I cannot hope to be ſeparated from you, 
except by death, it will notwichſtanding be 2 | 


PERSIAN LETTERS. 303 


great happineſs to me to be ſeparated from you. 
This diſcourſe, which ſhould have given him 
ſome compunction, made him on the contrary 
jy into « furious paſſion ; he drew his poigoard, 
and plunged it into her breaſt. My dear com- 
ganions, ſaid ſhe, with a dying voice, if heaven 
has compaſſion for my virtue, your ſufferings 
vill be revenged. Having uttered theſe words, 
he left this unhappy world, and paſſed immedi- 
ucly into that bleſſed abode, where ſuch women 
1 have lived virtuous lives, enjoy a never- fading 
happineſs. The firſt fight that preſented itſelf 
tw her eyes, was a beautiful meadow, whoſe ver- 
dure was ſet off by an enamel of flowers, whoſe 
nriegated colours vied with each other in loveli- 
ac; a fircam, whoſe waters were more clear 
than chryſtal, ran there in a variety of meanders. 
She then entered into delightful groves, where 
nothing was heard but the harmonious ſongs of 
twneful birds. The fineſt gardens imaginable 
then offered themſelves to her vicw ; nature had 
beſtowed upon them all i:s luſtre with its ſampli- 
city. At laſt ſhe came to a magnificent palace, 
which was prepared for her, and filled with men 
of a divine nature, deſtined to be ſubſervient to 
her pleaſures. Two of them immediately advan- 
eed, in order to undreſs her: others conducted 
her to a bath, and perfumed her with the moſt 
delicious eſſences: they then preſented her with 
dothes, much more rich than her own : after 
which they led her into a ſpacious hall, where ſhe 
found a fire made of odoriferous wood, and a 
able covered with viands of the moſt exquiſite 

1 8 Cc 2 flavour. 
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flavour. All things ſcemed to concur to fill ber 
ſenſes with rapture; ſhe heard on one fide mu · 
fick, fo much the more divine, as it was more 
tender; on the other ſhe ſaw dances pa formed 
by thoſe divine men, whoſe ſole occupation was 
to pleaſe her, and yet ſuch a variety of pleaſure 
was intended only to conduct her by infeaſible 


degrees, to pleaſures infinitely gremer. They | 


then conducted her to her apartment; having 2 
gain undreſſed ber, they then put her into a bed 
extremely rich, where two divine wen immedi- 
ately reccived her in their arms. She was then 
completcly happy her ecſtaſy ſurpaſſed even her 


defires. I am quite tranſported, ſaid ſhe to them, 


I ſhould think myſelf dying if I was not ſure of 
wy immortality. It is too much, leave me; 1 
fok through the exceſs of pleaſure. Yes, you 


ning to revive and come to myſelf, 
they-taken away the flambeaux ? Why am I not 
permitted ſtill ra contemplate your divine charms? 
Why am I not allowed to ſee ? — But why do 
I talk of ſeeing? You make me once more enter 
into my farmer tranſports. Gods how dclight- 
ſul this darkneſs is? What ſhall I be immortil, 
and immortal in your company ? 1 ſhall—but 
no—l beg a moment's reſt, for I ſce you are but 


mands, ſhe was at laſt obeyed, but it was not till 
ſhe appeared to deſire it in good earneſt. She 
then gave way to ſoft repoſe, and flumbered in 
their arms. Two moments of fleep reſtored her 
waſted ficength : twice they embraced her, ant 


again reſtore a calm to my ſenſes; I am begin- 
Why have 


lirde diſpoſed to aſk it. After reiterated com- 


rr inn 
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thus the flame of love was rekindled. She o- 
pened her eyes, and ſaid, I am quite uneaſy to 
fod myſelf neglected thus, I fear you have ceaſ- 
ed to love me. This was a doubt ia which ſhe 
was unwilling to remain long : and indeed ſhe 
ſoon received convincing proofs of her miſtake, 
lam conſcious of my error, exclaimed ſhe, ex- 
cuſe me, I now ſee I may depend upon you. 
You do not utter a ſingle word, but your actions 
prove your love more ſtrongly than it is in the 
power of words to do. Yes, yes, I own it, no 
love could ever equal yours. But how! you vis 
with each other in endeavouring to coavince me; 
ab, if you vie with each other, if you join ambi- 
tion to the pleaſure of defeating me, I am loſt ; 
pon will both be conquerors, and I the only van- 
| quiſhed party; but the victory ſhall coſt you 
dear, that you may depend upon. Their plea- 
ſures were not diſcontinued till day appeared ; 
ker faithful and amiable domeſtics entered her 
| apartment, and cauſed the two young, men to riſe, 
they were thereupon reconducted to the places 
whereia they were. kept for her pleaſures. She 
then roſe, and made her appearance at that court 
by which ſhe was idolized, in the charms of a 
| Emple diſhabille, and then richly attired in the 
moſt ſumptuous ornaments, The paſt night kad 
added new luſtre to her beautics ; it had enliven · 
ed her complexion, and given a ſtronger expreſ- 
fon to her graces. The whole day was divided. 
between dances, concerts, feſtivals, ſports, and 
other. amuſements of that kind ; and it was ob- 
ſerved, that Anais often ſtept aſide, and flew to 
| Con a” 4 
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che embraces of her two lovers; after having 
had a ſhort interview with them, ſhe returned to 
the company ſhe had quired, always with a coun. 
tenance more lively chan before. But about e- 
vening the company loſt fight of her entirely: 
ſhe went and ſhut herſelf up in the 
where the was defirous, 2s ſhe ſaid, of culivg. 
ing her acquaintance with theſe immor al cap- 
tives, who were to live with her for ever. She 
delightful apartments of theſe places, where ſhe 
reckoned fifty flaves of a moſt 
beauty: the wandered all day from apartment 


to apartment, receiving every where a"different 


homage, but one that was always of the ſame 


nature. It was thus the immortal Anais paſſed 
her days, ſometimes in alt the diffipation and 


gaiety of pleaſure, and ſometimes in ſolitary 
pleaſures, admired by a brilliant aſſembly, or ado» 
red by an ardent lover: ſhe often quitted an in- 
chanted palace, to repair to arural grotto: flow- 
ers ſeemed to ſpring up under her feet, and plea- 


ſores offered themſelves to her in crowds. She 


had been above eight days ia this happy place, in 
the hurry of a conſtant round of pleaſure, and 


without having ever made a fingle reflection; ſhe 
had enjoyed her felicity without knowing it, and 


without having one of thoſe moments of tran- 
quillity in which the ſoul ſertles with itſelf, if I 
may be allowed the exprefſion, and attends to its 
own report in the ſilence of the paſſions. Happy 
ſouls have pleaſures ſo lively, that they can ſel- 
2 wherefore, 
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being inviacibly attached to preſent objects, they 
loſe all memory of things paſt, and have no long- 
er the leaſt concern about what they have loved, 
or known, in the other world. But Anais, whoſe 
ed almoſt her whole life in meditation : ſhe had 
_ could be expected from a woman left to herſelf, 
The cloſe retirement in which her huſband had 
left her, had deprived her of every other advan- 
tage. It was that ſtrength of mind which had made 
ber deſpiſe the fear that filled the ſouls of her 
companions with conſternation, as well as death, 
by which her ſufferings were to be terminated, 
and her fclicity to commence. She therefore by 
degrees quirted the intoxication of pleaſure, and 
retired to an apartment in her palace. She gave 

herſelf up to pleaſing re flections upon her paſt 
| condition, and her preſeut happineſs ; ſhe could 
not help compaſſionating the miſery of her com- 
panions. We are always affected with ills which. 
we have partaken of. Anais did not ſtop within 
the limits of ſimple compaſſion : ſuch was her 
tenderneſs for theſe unfortunate creatures, that 
ke found herſelf incliued to aſſiſt them in their 
diſtreſs. She ordered one of the young men that 
was with her, to aſſume the form of her huſband, 
to enter his ſeraglio, to make himſelf maſter of 
it, and to turn the former poſſeſſor out of doors, 
and to remain there in his place, till ſuch time as 
ſhe ſhould think proper to recal him. Her or- 
ders were quickly put in execution; he cut 
the air with rapid wings, and quickly arrived at 

the 
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| the door of Ibrahim's ſeraglio : Ibrahim happen. 
ed not to be there. The young man knocked, 


every door flew open to him, the eunuchs fell at 
his fret. He flew to the apartments where the 


women of Ibrahim were ſhut up; he had as he 
paſſed ſtolen the keys from this monſter of jea- 
louſy ; to him he found means to render himſelf 


inviſible. He entered, and at firſt ſurpriſed them 
by his mild and affable air, but ſoon after ſur. 


priſed them much more by his ardour, and by 
his reiterated warm embraces. They were all. 
equally aſtoniſhed at this event, and they would: 
have taken it for a dream, had there been leſs 
reality in it. Whilſt this extraordinary ſcene was 
played in the ſeraglio, Ibrahim knocked at it, told 


his name, and made a terrible outcry and diſturb. 
ance. After having ſurmoumed a great many 


difficulties, he entered, and threw the cunuchs 
into a moſt terrible fright. He walked on with 
great rapidity, but he ſtarted back with great a- 


brahim, his perfect image, taking all the liberties 
of maſter of che ſeraglio. He calls out for help; 
he calls upon the cunucks to aſſiſt him in killing 
the impoſtor ; but he was not obeyed. He has 
now but one refuge left, and that a weak one; 
he refers it to the judgment of his wives. In the 
ſpace of one hour, the counterfeit Ibrahim had 
corrupted all the judges. The other was igno- 
min niouſly dragged out of the ſeraglio, and would 
incvitably have ſuffered death, if his rival had 


not given poſitive orders that his life ſhould be 


ſpared. In a word, the new Ibrahim remaining 
maſter 


ſtoniſument, when he beheld the counterfcit I- 


r 
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maſter of the field of battle, gave every day new 
fs that he was woriby of ſuch a 

and fignalized himſelf by feats unheard of be- 
. You are not like Ibrahim, 
 faid the women. Say rather, anſwered the tri- 
Ibrahim, that that impoſtor is not like 

me; what muſt be done to deſerve your favours, 
if what I do is inſufficient, Ah, we ſhall take 
care how we doubt, anſwered the women, if you 
are not the true Ibrahim, it is enough for us that 
you hare ſo well deſerved to be ſo; you ſhow 


tor. Doube not of that, anſwered they all with 
one unanimous voice ; we {wear to be eternally 


faichful to you ; we have been too long impoſed | 
upon ; the villain did not ſuſpe our virtue, all 


dis ſuſpicions were occaſioned by bis own impo- 
alike, it is you doubtleſs they reſemble : if you 
but knew how much you make us hate him! Ah, 
replied the counterfeit Ibrahim, I will often give 
| you freſh reaſons to hate him, you do not yet 
know how great an injury he has done you. We 
judge of his injuſtice by the greatneſs of your 
revenge, anſwered they. You arc in the right, 
anſwered the divine man; I have proportioned 
the expiation to the crime; I am glad you like 


my manner of puniſhing. But, ſaid the women, 


if that impoſtor ſhould return, what ſhall we do? 
believe it would be a hard matter for him to 
| Qeceive you, anſwered he; in the ſtation which 

| + 
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I hold with you, no man can ſupport himſelf by 
artifice : beſides, I will ſead him ſo far off, that 
you will never hear more of him. I then will 
take upon myſelf the care of your happineſs, 1 
will not be jealous; I know how to ſecure your 
affections, without laying you under any reſtraint; 
I have not ſo bad an opinion of my merit, to 
think that you will not be faithful to me: if your 
virtue is not ſecure with me, with whom can it 
be ſecure? The converſaiton laſted a long time 
between him and the women, who, more ſtruck 
with the difference of the two Ibrahims, than 
wich their reſemblance, were not in the leaſt ſoli- 
citous to have ſo many myſteries cleared up. At 
laſt the huſband, quite defperate, came again to 
diſturb their repoſe : he found his whole family 
in joy, and his women more unwilling to belicve 
him than ever. It was become now no place for 
a jealous man; he went away in a rage; the very 
Next moment the counterfeit Ibrahim followed 
bim, ſeized him, hurried him through the air, 
and left him at the diſtance of two thouſand 
leagues from thence. Gods, how diſconſolate 
were the women in the abſence of their dear I- 
brahim | Their eunuchs had already reſumed 
their natural ſeverity, the whole family was in 
rears, they thought ſometimes that all that had 
happened to them was but a dream; they 
looked often upon each other, and recalled to 
their memories the moſt minute circumſtances of 
theſe ſtrange adventures. At length the divine 
Ibrahim returned more amiable than ever; it ap- 
peared to the women that he had * 
| | lea 
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leaſt fatigued by his journey. The new maſter 
obſerved a conduct ſo oppoſite to that of the old 
one, that all the neighbours were ſurpriſed at it. 
He diſmiſſed all the eunuchs, made his houſe ac- 
teſſible to every body: he would not even ſuffec 
the women to uſe veils. It was ſomething extra- 
ordinary to ſee them at feaſts amongſt the men, 
and as free as they. Ibrahim thought, and with 
reaſon, that ſuch citizens as he were not bound 
to obſerve the cuſtoms of the country. Yet he 
{pared no expence ; he with the utmoſt profu- 
fon ſquandered the wealth of the jealous man, 
who returning three years after from the remote 
countries to which he had been carried, found 
nothing at home but his women, and thirty-fix 
Paris, the 26th of the moon 
__ Gemmadi, 1720. 


LETTER Cx. 
Rica to UsBEK, af . 


I Send you herewith a letter, which I receiv- 
ed from a man of learning, FEELS 
Smenhat extracedinary. 


« SIR, 


n. te fes 
tune of a very rich uncle, who left me five or 
ix hundred thouſand livres, and a well furniſh- 
ed houſe. „ 
Vcalth, 
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wealth, when one knows how to make a good uſe 
of it. I have no ambition nor taſte for pleaſures ; 
I am almoſt always ſhut up in a cloſet, where 
lead the life of a ſtudious man. It is in ſuch 2 
place as this, that a virtuoſo, who loves venerable 
antiquity, is to be found. When my uncle expir. 
ed, I would gladly have had him interred with 
the ceremonies obſerved by the Greeks and Ro. 
mans, but I had neither antique mourning, urns, - 
or lamps. But fince that time, I have provided 
myſelf well with thoſe precious rarities. I not 
long ago ſold my plate, to purchaſe an earthen 
lamp, that had been uſed by a ſtoic philoſopher. 
I have diſpoſed of all the pier · glaſſes with which 
my uncle had covered his apartments, to buy a 
ed to Virgil: I am highly delighted to ſee it re- 
flect my face, inſtead of that of the ſwan of Man- 
tua. This is not all; I have given a hundred 
louis d'ors for five or fix picces of copper coin, 
which were current a thouſand years ago. I do 
not think I have now in my houſe, a fingle move» 
able, which was not made before the decline of 
the Roman empire. I have a little cloſet filled 
with manuſcripts, as precious as dear : though by 
reading them I deſtroy my eye-fight, I had much 
rather uſe them than printed books, which are 
not ſo correct, and which are moreover in the 
hands of every body. Though I ſcarce ever ftir 
out of my houſe, I am extremely ſolicitous to 


know all the ancient roads which were made in j*? 
the time of the old Romans. There is one not | * 


far from my houſe, which was made by _ 
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gen of a proconſul of Gaul, twelve hundred 
years ago. When I go to my country kouſe, 1 
always take care to pals it, though it is very in- 
convenient, and adds almoſt a league to my jour- 
ney : but what provokes me, is, that in ſz1cral 
places, they have fixed wooden poſts, to ſhow 
the diſtances of the neighbouring towns. I am 
quite ia deſpair, to ſee theſe milcrable erections, 


22 thoſe military columns which 


were there before. I doubt not but I ſhall cauſe 
them to be replaced by my heirs, and ſhall be able 


to make a will of ſuch a nature, as will induce 


them to do ir. If you have got ever a Perſian 
manuſcript by you, Sir, I would be obliged to 
you for it; I will pay you your own price for it, 
and ] will give you into the bargain ſome works 
of my own compoling, which will coavince you 
that I am not an uſeleſs member of the republic 
of letters. Amonpſt others, you will ſee a diſ- 
ſertation, in which I prove, that the crown uſed 

ia triumphs, was made of oak leaves, and not of 
laurel : you will be in raptures with another, in 
which I prove by learned conjectures, taken from 
the greateſt Greek authors, that Cambyſes was 
wounded in the left leg, and not in the right; 
another in which I prove that a ſhort forehead 
was a beauty highly eſteemed by the Romans. 
I will ſend you moreover a volume in quarto,. 
which contains an explanation of a verſe of the 


fith book of Virgil. It will be a few days be- 


fore I can ſend you theſe ; at preſent all I can do 


z o ſend you this fragment of an ancient Gre - 
| can mythologiſt, which has not hicherto appear- 


Vox. II. D d ed 
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ed in print, and which I found in the duſt of 2 
library. I muſt rake my leave of you, on ac- 


count of an important affair that I have upon my 


hands ; the buſineſs is to reſtore a beautiful paſ. 


ſage of Pliny the naturaliſt, which the 'copyiſts 


of the fifth century have ſtrangely disfigured. 
I am, &c. 

Fragment of an ancient Mytho'ogift 
* In an iſland near the Orcades, a child was 


porn who had Zfolus for his fire, and for his 


mother a nymph of Caledonia. It is ſaid of 
him, that he, without aſſiſtance, learned to 
«* reckon vpon his fingers; and that even at four 


« years of age, he diſtinguiſhed metals fo well, 
that his mother once offering him a tin ring in- 
ſtead of a gold one, he perceived the deceit, | 
and threw it upon the ground. As ſoon as he 


was grown up, his father taught him to ſhut 
* up the wind in buckets, which he afterwards 


© {old to the travellers who paſſed that way: but 


© as commerce was not much eſteemed in his 
country, he quired it, and began to roam the 


« world, in company with the blind god of chance. 
in the courſe of his travels, he had learned, 


* that gold glitters every where in Betica, he re- 
* paired thither with the utmoſt expedition. He 
© was very ill received by Saturn, who reigned 
* there at that time ; but that God haviog left the 
© earth, he took it into his head to go about 


* the ſtreets every where, crying continually with 
| "_ X 
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© x hoarſe voice, people of Betica, you think your- 
« ſelves rich, becauſe you are poſſeſſed of gold 
« and filver : your error railes my contempt. Be 
«ruled by me, quit the country of bale metals; 
enter the empire of imagination, and I promiſe 
you riches, which will fill even you with atto- 
« niſhment. He immediately opened ſeveral of 
*the buckets which he had brought with him, 
and he diſtributed his commodity to whoever = 
« was willing to take it. The next day he enter- 
ed the ſame ſtreets, and cried ont, people of 
| © Betica, do you deſire to be rich? Fancy to 
© yourſelves that I am extremely rich, and that 
i that you are ſo alſo: take it for granted everv 
morning, that your wealth has been doubled 
during the night: then riſe, and if you have 
* creditors, go and pay thcm with the imaginary 
* treaſure, chen bid them imagine in their turn. 
e appeared again in a few days after, and he 
 * ſpoke thus : People of Berica, I ſee very well 
* that your imagination is not as lively as it was 
* yeſterday ; let me regulate your imagination by 
mine: I will every day place before your eyes, a 
* fcroll,, which will be to you the ſource of grea: 
*riches : it will contain but four words ; but 
* theſe words will be extrem ely fignificant ; for 
* they will determine the portions of your wives, 
the fortunes of your children, and the num- 
ber of your ſervants, And as for you, ſaid he, 
to ſuch of the croud as were neareſt to him; as 
to you, my dear children {1 may call you by that 
name, for from me have you received a ſccond 
| *birth) my ſcroll ſhall decide the grandeur of 
D d 5 © 
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your magnificent equipages, the ſumptuouſnck | 

* of your feaſts, and the number and pay of your 
© miltrefles. A few days after he came imo 
the public ſtrcets, quite out of breath, and in 
a violent paſſion cried out: People of Betica, l 
* alviſed you to imagine, and I ſee that you do 
not follow my advice : well then, now I com- 
mand you to do ſo. Thereupon he quitted 
them abruptly ; but reflection mace him ſoon 
come back. I hear, ſaid he, ti:ar ſome of you 
are fo deteſtable as to keep your gold and fil 
© ver, For the ſilver it is no great matter, but 
gold, gold——ah ! that makes me quite mad. 


I ſwear by my ſacred buckets, that if they do | *& 


not bring ir to me, I will puniſh them ſeverely. 
He then added, with the moſt perſuaſive air 
«* imaginable, de you think I aſk you for theſe 
« wretched metals in order to keep them? A 


proof of my candour is, that when you brought | 


them to mea few days ago, I immediatcy 
returned you one half. 'The next day they 
© ſaw him at a diſtance, they perceived that he 
© endeavoured to infinuate himſelf into their fa- 
our, by ſmooth and complaiſant diſcourſe : 
People of Betica, I am informed that part of 


* your treaſure is in foreign countries; I intret 


vou to ſend for them, you will greatly obige“ 


me, and I ſhall eternally acknowledge the fa- 
© vour. The ſon of /Eolus happened then to 
© ſpeak to people, who were by no means in 2 
merry mood ; they could not however help 
laughing, which made him ſneak off in great 
: * He was not 1 ** diſcou- 


* raged, 
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«raged, be returned again, and ventured to make 
+ another petition. I know that you have pre- 
«cious ſtones ; diſpoſe of them in the name of 
| * Jupiter; nothing can poſſibly impoveriſh you 
more than keeping ſuch baubles. Diſpoſe 
bv of them by all means: if you cannot do it your- 
* ſelves, I will procure you excellent agents. How 
«you will wallow in riches, if you but follow my 
© advice ! I do aſſure you you ſhall have the rich · 
_ ei treaſures of my buckets. At laſt he mounted 
© a ſcaffold, and with a more reſolute voice ſpoke 
«* thus : People of Betica, I have compared the 
happy ſtate in which you are at preſent, with 
* that in which l found you upon my arrival in 
I this country; you arc now the moſt opulent 
people upon earth; but that I may make your 
© good fortune compleat, permit me to eaſe you 


* of one half of your wealth. Having uttered 


© theſe words, the ſon of olus foared up into- 
* the air, and fled away upon rapid wings, leav- 
© his auditors in a conſternation not to be expreſ- 
* ſed, which occaſioned his coming again the next 
day, when he delivered himſelf in theſe terms: 
© 1 perceived yeſterday, that my converſation diſ- 
* pleaſed you highly. Well chen, ſuppoſe all F 
© ſaid, unſaid. It is true, one half is too much. 
Let us have recourſe to other expedients to at- 
*tain the propoſed end. Let us depoſit all our 
* riches in the ſame place; it will be eaſily done, 
© for they will not take up much room. At that 
* inſtant three parts of their wealth out of four 
+ vaniſhed away.” 
Tua, the gth of the moon 
Chabban, 2720. | 
D d 3 N. B. 
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MN. B. Mr. Law is alluded to in this fatire; who 
was a goldſmith in Edinburgh, and many years 


a pioteſſed gameſter; by Saturn is mean 


Lewis XIV. 


K = * R extan. 
Rica to „Nrnarn! nue a Jeuiſb Pi 


at Lecnonn. 


OU afic wy opinion concerning the views 

„ 
do you apply to me upon this occafion ? you 
a Jew, and I am a Mahometan, —— 
muſt both be extremely ſuperſtitious. 1 always 
carry with me above a thouſand paſſages of the 
holy Koran: I tic o my arms a paper, upon 


dred derviſes : thoſe of Hali, of Fatme, and all | 


concealed in my clothes in above twenty places. 
However, I cannot entirely diſapprove of the o- 
pinion of thoſe who will not admit of this virtue 
annexcd to certain words. It is much more diſi- 
cult for us to anſwer their arguments, than for 


them to oppole our experience. I carry all theſe 


ſac ed ſcrolls about me, merely through habit, 
ar:4 in order to conform to a received cuſtom : 
I am of opinion, that if they have not a greater 


virtue than rings and other ornaments of dreſs, 
they 


mm 
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they cannot poſſibly be inferior to them in this 
relpeft. But you put entire confidence in a de 
myſterious letters; and, without that defence, 

you would be under continual apprehenſions. 0 
Men are indeed unhappy ! they conſtantly float 
between falacious hopes and abſurd fears: and, 
inſtead of adhering to the dictates of reaſon, they 
date them, or phantoms that ſeduce and miſtead 
them, What effect do you think the placing of 
a few letters can produce? What evil can reſult 
from their being put into diſorder ? What influ- 
ence have they over the winds, to calm tempeſts; 
over gun-powder to reſiſt its force; or over what 
phyſicians call peccant humour, or the morbific 
cauſe of diſeaſes, to cure them? What is moſt 


extraordinary, is, that thoſe who puzzle their 


brains to account for certain events, by occult 
rirtues, are obliged to take equal pains to avoid 
ſeeing the true cauſe. You will tell me, that 
certain enchantments have cauſed a battle to be 
won: but for my part, I cannot help telling you, 
that you muſt be blind not to ſee in the ſituation 
of the field, the number, or courage, of the ſol- 
diers, or the experience of the generals, cauſes 
capable of producing this effect, whoſe real cauſe 
you wilfully ſhut your eyes to. I will grant you 
. for a moment, that there may be enchantments; 
grant me for a moment that there are none, for 
that is poſſible. It will not follow from your 
you then maintain, that in that caſe neither of 
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the two can be victorious ? Do you think the 


fate will continue doubtful, till an inviſible 


comes to decide it? That all theic blows will be 


ineffectual, all their conduct vain, and all their cou- 
rage fruitleſs ? Do you think that death, rendered 
preſent in a thouſand different ways, cannot pro- 


to account for ? Do you think, that there may 
not be one coward in an army of two hundred 
thoufand men? Do you think that the terror 


in another? That the fecond, who quits a thirk, 
will not make him quit 2 fourth ? Even tha 


_ would be ſufficient to throw a whole army into 


defpair ; and the more numerous the army, the 
more quickly it ſpreads. All che world knows, and | 


all che world is fenfible, chat men, like all other 
creatures, whe are directed by nature to preſerve 
their being, are paſſionately fond of life ; this is 
a truth generally known ; how then can it be 
aſked, how they can be afraid of lofing it upon a 
| eccafion ? Though the facred books 
of all natkine abound wich nttegate of fack bs 
nics, or ſupernatural terrors, I think there can 
not be a more ridiculous notion; for before we 
ſhould admit that an effect which may be prode- 
ced by a hundred thouſand natural cauſes, is ſu- 
one ſhould before have cxamined, 
whether none of theſe cauſes has operated; which 
is impoſſible. I ſhall fay no more to you upon 
this ſubject, Nathaniel; in my opinion it does 


duce thoſe panics, which you find it ſo diem 


51 
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act deſerve to be trened in fo ſerious a man- 
Paris, the 2oth of the moon 
Chahban, 1720. 


P. S. As I was juſt concluding, I heard cried 
about the ſtreets, a letter from a country phyſi- 
cian, to a phyſician at Paris ; (for here the great- 
eſt rrifles are printed, publiſhed, and bought). I 
thought I ſhould do well to fend it io you, be- 
cauſe it has ſome relation to the ſubject we have 
been upon . 


A Letter from a country Phyſician, toa * 


at PARIS. 


There was formerly a ſick perſon in our 
* town, who nevei once flept for thirty-five days 
together. His phyſician preſcribed him opium; 
but he would never conſent to take it; and 
* whilſt he beld the cup, he was as little inclined 
to take it as ever. At laſt he ſaid to his phyſi- 
* cian, Sir, I beg you will give me quarter till to- 
* morrow: I know a man who does not practiſe 
* phyfic, and yet has an infinity of remedies a- 
+ * gainſt want of ſleep. Give me leave to ſend for 
bim; and if 1 do not fleep to-night, I will ſend 
for you again to-morrow. The piytician being 
gone, the fick man ordered his curtains to be 


The former edition had here as follows: © There are many 

* things in it which I de not underſtand; but you, who arc a 
* phyſician, muit be acquaiated with the language of your bre- 
* thren,* | | 
© drawn, 
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* drawn, and ſaid to his footman, Go to Mr. 
* Anis, and tell him, I ſhould be glad to ſee him. 
Mr. Anis came. My dear Mr. Anis, I am in 
* a dying condition, I cannot flcep ; have you not 
* in your ſhop the C. of G. or ſome book of de- 
* votion, compoſed by ſome reverend father, 
* which ſtill lies upon your hands? for the reme- 

© dies that have been the longeſt kept are gene- 
© rally the beſt. Sir, anſwered the bookſeller, I 
© have in my ſhop the holy court of father Cauſ- 
© fin, at your ſervice; 1 will ſend it to you di- 
* rely, and 1 hope you will find yourſelf the 
better for it. If you have a mind for the works 
© of the reverend father Rodriguez, a Portuguere 
* Jcſuit, they are very much at your ſervice. But 
© take my advice, aud tick to father Cauſſin. 1 
* hope that, with the aſſiſtance of God, one pe- 

© riod of father Cauſſin will do you more good 
than a whole leaf of the C. of G. Having 
* ſpoke thus, Mr. Anis went out, in order to 
* fearch his ſhop for the remedy. He ſoon re- 
turned with the holy court, after having cauſed 
the duſt to be rubbed off: the patient's fon, 2 
ſchool- body, began to read; he was the firſt to 
© feel the effects of it; at the ſecond page he 
could ſcarce pronounce with an articulare voice, 
and all preſent began to feel themſelves drowſy : 
4a a few moments after they all began to ſnore, 
© except the ſick man, who, after having long 
continued to liſten to it awake, at laſt was over- 
0 powered by ſlcep himſelf, Early in the moin- 
ing the phyſician arrived. Well, ſaid he, has 
0 my opium heen taken ? To this queſtion ce 

© cet 
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« ceived no anſwer ; but the wife, the daughter, 
and the child, in tranſports of joy, ſhowed him 
father Cauſſin's work. He aſked what it was; 
they anſwered, O bleſs father Cauſſin, his book 
© well deſerves to be bound. Who would have 
© faid it? who would have thought it? It is a 
perfect miracle. See bere, Sir, ſee father Cauſ- 
« fin's treatiſe 3 it was this that made my father 
* fleep. Hereupon they informed him of all that 
"had happened. The phyſician was a ſubile 
© man, greatly attached to the myſterics of the 
* Cabala, and who had much faith in the power 
© of words and ſpirits : this ſtruck him ſo, that, 

li upon mature deliberation, he reſolved to change 
his method of practice. This is a very extraor- 
0 dinary effect, ſaid he, this experiment is worth 
carrying further. Why may not 2 ſpirit have 
power to communicate to its works the qualities 
* which it is itſelf poſſeſſed of? Do not we ſee 
this happen every day? At leaſt the experiment 
is very well worth trying. I am tired of apo- 
i checaries; their ſyrups, their julips, and all their 


* galenical drugs, deſtroy the fick, and quite ruin 
« their health. Let us change the method of 

practice; let us try the virtue of ſpirits. With 
N view, he drew up a new ſyſtem of pharma- 
* cy, as you will ſee by the account which I ſhall 


* give of the new remedies which he made uſe 
* of.” 


See the laſt node. 


Purga- 


* 
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Purgative Ptiſan. 

Take three leaves of Ariſtotle's logick in 
© Greek, two leaves of one of the moſt crabbed 
© theological treatiſes ; as for inſtance, that of 
© the ſubtile Scotus ; four of Paracelſus, one of 
* Avicenna; fix of Avenoecs, three of Porphyry; 
© as many of Plotinus, as many of Jamblicus. 
© Mix them all together, and let them ſtand for 


< EIINY Wn 0s C25 WE GY 
chem at a time. 


A more violent Purgative. 


© Take ten A * of Ce, con 
B and the Cof the *.; cauſethem to be diſ- 
© tilled in balnea marina: put a drop of the ſharp 


humour which it produces, in a glaſs of water 


* to deaden it, then drink off the whole with con- 
_ © fidence.? 


A Vumit. 


6 Take fix harangues ; the firſt dozen of fu- 

* neral orations that comes to hand; with this 
one reſtriction howerer, that you do not make 
© uſe of thoſe of M de N; a collection of new 
* opera's, fifty romances, and thirty ſets of new 


© memoirs ; put all theſe ingredients into a large 


* glaſs bottle, with a big belly, and a little neck, 
© leave it to ſettle during two days; then cauſe it 


© to be diſtilled by a fire of aſhes ; and if all this 


« ſhould prove ineffectual, 


Ani ler more powerful Vomit. 
Take a leaf of marble-paper, which has ſerv 


cerning the 


* 7 
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ted as a cover to a collection of the pieces of 

J. F. let it be infuſed during the ſpace of three 

(minutes, cauſe a ſpoonful of that infuſion to 
© be made hot, and drink it up. 


A very ſimple Remedy for an Afthma. 
© Read all the works of the reverend father 
© Maimbourg, heretofore Jeſuit 3 but take care 
I not to ſtop till the concluſion of each period; 
| * and you will find a freedom of breathing re- 
i turn by degrees, without being — fad 
_ * ceflity of repeating the remedy.” | 


I preſervative from the lieb, Scabs, and other cu- 
| taneous Diſerders. 


| © Take three categories of Ariſtotle, three præ- 
| * dicables of three different degrees in the meta- 
* phyſical ſcale, one diſtinction, fix verſes of 
* Chapelain, one phraſe extracted from the let- 
ters of the Abbe de St. Cyran : write the 


© whole upon a bit of paper, fold it up, tie it to 
* a ribband, and carry it about your neck. 


Miraculum Chymicum de violenti n 
£ cum fumo, igne et fammi, 

* Miſce Queſnellianam infuſionem, cum infu- 
© one Lallemaniana ; fiat fermentatio cum mag · 
nd vi, impetu, et tonitru, acidis pugnantibus, 
let invicem penetrantibus alcalinos fales : fiet 
* evaporatio ardentium fpirituum. Pone liquo- 
rem fermentatum in alembica: nihil inde ex- 
*trahes, et nihil invenies, niſi caput mortuum.“ 


Vol.. II. E e Lenitirum. 
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Lenitivum. 

© Recipe Molinz anodini chartas duas ; Eſco- 
© baris relaxativi paginas ſex ; Vaſquii emolientis 
* folium unum: infunde in aquæ communis, 
© ib. ij. Ad conſumptionem dimidiz partis co- 
lentur et exprimantur; et, in expreſſione, diſ. 
© ſolves Bauni e et Tamburini abluentis, 


© folia iii. 
Fiat cliſter. 


In chloroſim, quam vulgus pallidos-colores, aut 
febrim-amatoriam, appellat. | 


* Recipe Aretini figuras uy. R. Thomzx San- 


© chii de matrimonio folia ij. infundantur in a- 
* quz communis libras quinque.” 
Fiat ptiſana aperiens. 


© Theſe drugs our phyſician applied with ex · 
* traordinary ſucceſs ; he would not, as he ſaid, 
for fear of deſtroying his patients, employ re- 
* medies very hard to come at : as for inſtance, 
* a dedication which had never made any body 
* yawn; too ſhort a preface; a biſhop's order, 


* wrote by himſelf, and the work of a janeſeniſt, | 
either deſpiſed by a janeſeniſt, or much admired 


522 It was his opinion, that theſe re- 
* medies were calculated for nothing, but to pro- 

* mote quackery, which he profeſſed . 
22 


LETTER 


wm 


— — 
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r 
VUsSBEK fo Rica. 


Eſterday at a country-ſcat, where I happen- 

ed to viſit, I met with two learned men, 
who have a great name in this part of the world. 
I thought their characters ſomewhat ſingular. 
The converſation of the firſt, well weighed, might 
be reduced to this; what I have ſaid is true, be- 
cauſe it is I that have faid it. The converſation 
of the ſecond, ſeemed to be founded upon ano- 
ther maxim; what I have not ſaid, is not true, 
becauſe I have not ſaid it. The firſt I was tole- 
rably well pleaſed with, for it is nothing to me 
if another perſon ſhows himſelf to be quite po- 
fitive and obſtinate, but the impertinence of an- 
other is not ſo eaſily born with. The firſt main · 
tains his opinions, they may be conſidered as his 
| property; the ſecond attacks thoſe of others, 
| that is to ſay, he invades the property of all man- 
kind. Dear Uſbek, how fortunate are thoſe who 
have more vanity than is abſolutely neceflary for 
ſelf. preſervation! Theſe people aſpire to be ad- 
mired, by means which muſt make them give of - 
| fence. They aim at ſuperftority, and they can 
| farce ever attain to an equality with others. Oh 
| you modeſt men approach, that I may embrace 
| you! From you ſpring all the charms of ſocicty 
You think yourſelves deſtitute of all ſorts of me- 
rt; but I cannot help ſaying, that cvery merit is 

SS - yours. 
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yours. You think you humble no- body, 
you humble all the worid. And when, 11 in idea, 


compare you to thoſe aſſuming perſons vbhom I 


meet with every where, I immediately pull them 


from their tribunal, and make them fall proſtrate 
at your feet. 


Faris, the 224d of tle 
| — 1919, 


L E T TE A CXLV. 
VUsBrx fo 8. 
Man of parts is generally untractable in 


tocicty, He chooſes but few companions; 
he is diſguſted with that numerous body of peo- 


ple, whom he is pleaſcd to call bad company; 


this diſguſt he cannot thoroughly conceal, which 
brings upon him the hatred of numbers. Being 


fure to pleaſe, whenever he thinks proper to en- 


ert himſelf, he frequently neglects to do ſo. He 


has a turn to criticiſing, becauſe he ſees many 


things that eſcape another, and is more ſenſibiy 
affected by them. He generally ruins his fortune, 
becauſe the fertility of his genius furniſhes him 
with a variety of means ſo to do. His enterpriſes 


miſcarry, becauſe he riſks a great deal. His 


penetration, which generally cauſes him to ſee 
too far, makes him often give attention to ob- 
jects that are extremely remote. Add to this, 
that at the formation of a project, he is leſs oc- 
cupicd by the difficulties that grow out of 2 


rg 3 p 


' PERSIAN LETTERS. 329 


Gncſs, than with the remedies to them, which 
are of his own inventing. He neglects minute 
particulars, though upon them the ſucceſs of 
moſt great affairs depends. On the other hand, 
the man bf more confined abilities endeavours to 
avail himſelf in every thing: he is thoroughly 
ſenſible, that he muſt not neglect even triflles. 
The man of moderate abilities oftner meets with 
general eſteem. Every body takes pleaſure in 
raiſing the one, whilſt all are equally delighted to 
depreſs the other. Whilſt envy falls foul upon 
one, and excuſes him nothing, all the defects of 
the other are overlooked; the vanity of others 
declares in his favour. But if a man of genius 
lies under ſo many diſadvantages, what muſt we 
think of the wreiched condition of the learned? 
I can never think of it, without recolleRiog the 


following letter, wrote by one of them 10 his 
friend. I ſend it to you herewith: : 


© Sin, 


I am one of thoſe who pals whole nights ia 
| * contemplating through teleſcopes of thirty feet 
long, thoſe vaſt bodics that roll over our heads; 
and when 1 am diſpoſed to unbend my mind, 
+1 take up a microſcope, and examine a maggot, 
©or a mite; I am not rich, and 1 have but one 
room : 1 dare not even make a fice in it, leſt 
the warmth ſhould make the mercury riſe in 
© my thermometer, which 1 keep there, Laft 
© winter the cold almoſt killed me: and though 
© my thermometer was at the loweſt, and though 
*wy hands were almoſt — I ſtill went on 
Ee my 
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* my own way. Thus I have the pleaſure of 


knowing with the greateſt exactneſa, all the 
* moſt inconſiderable changes of the weather for 
© laſt year. I am very reſerved, and ſcarce know 
© any body that I fee, But there is a perſon at 
Stockholm, another at Leipſick, and another ne 
London, whom I neither ever ſaw, nor ever 
expect to ſee, with whom 1 keep vp a con- 
© ſtant correſpondence ; I write to them every 
© poſt. But though I have no connection with 


© any body in the ſtrect where I live, I have get 


* fo bad a character all over the nei 


* that I believe I muſt ſoon change my lodging. 


© About five years ago, I was treated very rough- 
© ly by a woman in the neighbourhood, for hav- 
© ing diſſected a dog, which, ſhe ſaid, belonged to 
her. The wife of a butcher, who happened 
to be preſcat, took her part; and whilſt one 
© poured out a torrent of abuſe againſt me, the 


other pelted me with ſtones, as well as Dr — 


© who was with me, who received a terrible blow 
| © upon the os frontal and os occipital, by which 
* the ſcat of reaſon is very much injured. Ever 


« Snce that time, if a dog happens to be miſling 


in the ſtreet, it is immediately taken for grant- 
© cd that it has paſſed through my hands. A 
* worthy citizen's wife, that had loſt a lap- dog, 
© which, as ſhe ſaid herſelf, was more dear to her 
* than her own children, came the other day, 
_ © and fainted away in my room, and not having 
found her dog, ſummoned me before a magi- 


© ſtrate. I believe 1 ſhall be for ever perſecuted 


69 
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e ſhrill voices, ſtua me every day, by making fu- 
« neral orations upon all the automates who have 
died thele ten years. 
| © Yours, &c." 


All men of learning were accuſed of being ma- 
gicians ſome ages paſt. I am not at all ſ 


t it. Every one of them faid within himſelf, I 


have acquired as much knowledge as can be at- 
nined by the power of natural abilitics, and yer 
avother philoſopher has the advantage of me; 


he muſt certainly deal with the devil. As accu 


ſations of this nature are out of date in the pre- 
ſent age, other means have been made uſe of, 


and a man of learning can never eſcape being 


teproached with irreligion or hereſy. It avaiis 
him little to be deemed innocent by the people; 


the wound once made, will never perfectiy cloſe. 


k remains a ſore place ever after. An adverſary 
may come thirty years after, and addreis him in 
theſe modeſt terms: God forbid that I ſhould i- 
magine that the accuſation againſt you is juſt ; 
but you have lain under the ſad neceſſity of vin- 
dicating your character. Thus is his very juſti- 
fication turned againſt bim. If ke writes a hiſto- 
ry. and difcovers an elevation of mind, or inte- 
griy of heart, he is liable to a thouſand perſecu- 


tions. There will not be wanting perſons to ir- 
rune the magiſtrate againſt him, on account of 


| fact which has paſſed a thouſand years ago; 


and if his pen is not venal, they would have it 


reſtrained. Their condition is, however, more 
rn thoſe men who violate their 


faith | 
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faith for an inconſiderable penſion, who by alt 
their numerous impoſtures hardly gain a ſingle 
farthing ; who ſubvert the conſtitution of an em- 
pire, diminiſh the prerogatives of one power, in. 
creaſe thoſe of another ; give to princes, take 
from their ſubjects, revive antiquated duties, en- 
courage the paſſions which are in vogue in their 
age, and ſuch vices as receive a ſanction from the 
throne; impoſing upon poſterity in the more 
ſcandalous manner, as it is not provided with 
means to detect their impoſtures. But it is not 
enough that an author has all theſe inſults to 
ſuffer, it is not enough that he has lived in con- 


ſtant anxiety for the ſucceſs ef his work. At 
length the work that coſt him ſo much pains and 


trouble comes out; it involves him in a thouſand 
quarrels, and how is it poſſible to avoid them? 
The author has an opinion, he maintains it in 


dis writings, without knowing that another man | 
of learning, who lives two hundred leagues diſtant 


from him, had aſſerted the reverſe. Yet this gives 
riſe to a paper war. It would indeed be ſome 
_ conſolation to him, if he bad any proſpect of 
becoming famous. But he has not even this al- 
leviation of his diſtreſs. He is at moſt eſteemed 
by thoſe who have applicd themſelves to the ſame 
ſtudies with himſelf. A philoſopher holds no- 
thing more in contempt, than a man whoſe head 
is loaded with facts, whilſt he, in his turn, is con» 
fidered as a viſionaiy by the man that has a good 
memory. With regard to thoſe who take pride 
ia their ignorance, they would willingly have all 


mankind buried in. that oblivion to which they = 


are 
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are themſelves conſigned. When a man is deſti- 
tute of any particular talent, he indemnifies him- 
ſelf, by expreſſing his contempt for it; he re- 
moves that obſtacle which ſtood between merit 
and him, and by that means raiſes himſelf to a 
level with thoſe whom he before feared as rivals. 
Thus is an author obliged to abſtain from plea- 
ſures, and endanger his health, to acquire 2 


doubtful and precarious i eputation. 
Paris, the 36th of the meon 
| Chahban, 1920. 
fi LETTER cixvi. 


UsBex fo RREDI, af VENICE. 


FT is a maxim of long ſtanding, that ſincerity 
is the ſoul of a great miniftry, An indivi- 
dual may avail himſelf of the obſcurity in which 
he is placed; his character is le ſſened only in the 
opinion of ſome particular perſons ; he keeps 
himſelf maſked before others: but a miniſter, 
who acts contrary to the rules of probity, has 
witneſſes of his bad conduct, and judges as many 
in number as the people he governs. Shall I ha- 
zard a bold aſſertion? The greateſt miſchief done 
by a miniſter without principle, docs not ariſe 
from his ſerving his prince unfaibfully, or from 
his ruining the people, it ariſes from the bad ex- 
ample he ſets. You are not ignorant that I have 
a long time travelled up and down the Indies, I 
. by nature generous, 
4 


334 PERSIAN LETTERS. 


debauched in an inſtant, as it were, by the bad 
example of a miniſter ; I have ſeen a whole peo- 
ple, amongſt whom ee. probity, candour, 
and uprighineſs, had long been conſidered as 
qualities natural to them, become all on a ſudden 
the moſt deſpicable people upon the face of the 
earth; I have ſeen the contagion ſpread, and not 
ſpare even the moſt ſacred members of the com- 
munity ; I have known men famous for their 
virtue, guilty of the moſt unworthy actions; I 


have known them violate the firſt principles of 


juſtice, alledging in excuſe, the frivolous pretext 
that they had been violated with reſpect io them- 
ſelves. They juſtified the baſeſt actions by odi- 
ous laws, and made neceſſity a plea for their baſe 
and perfidious conduct. I have ſeen faith baniſh- 


ed from contracts, the moſt ſolemn compacts ren- 


dered void, and all the laws of families ſubvert · 
ed. I have ſeen avaritious debtors puffed up with 
pride, in the midſt of poverty, unworthy inſtru- 


ments of the ſeverity of the laws, and the public 
diſtreſs, pretend payment, without ever having 


made it, and plunge a dagger in the breaſt of 


their benefactors. I have ſeen others fill more 


unworthy, buy for a trifle, or rather, as it were, 
pick up oak leaves from the ground, in order to 
ſupply the place of the ſubſtance of widows and 
orphans. I have known an inſatiable thirſt for 


riches ſpring up on a ſudden in the hearts of all | 


men. I have ſeen a deteſtable confederacy 
formed by ſeveral perſons to enrich themſclves, 

not by an honeſt induſtry, but by the ruin of the 
prince, the ſtate, and their fellow-citizens. I 

| | RD, hare 
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have, known a worthy citizen, in theſe times of 
| Jiſtreſs, never go to bed without ſaying to hime 
ſelf, I have ruined a family to-day, I will ruin 
another to-morrow, I am going, ſays another, 
with a man in black, who carries an inkhorn in 
his hand, to ruin all thoſe to whom I have an 
obligation. Another ſaid, I find I am beginning 
to thrive; true it is, when I went about three 
days ago to pay off ſome money, I left a whole 
family in tears, that I ſquandered the portions of 
two girls of condition, that I deprived a young 
lad of the means of acquiring education; his fa- 
ther will die of grief, his mother pines away with 
ſorrow : but I have done nothing but what is al- 
lowed by the law. What crime can be greater, 
than that which a miniſter commits, when he cor- 
rupts the manners of a whole nation, debaſes the 
moſt noble ſouls, ſtains the luſtre of dignities, 
makes virtue itſelf obſcure, and confounds the 
nobleſt birth, in the general contempt? What 
will poſterity ſay, when it finds itſelf under a ne- 
ceſſity of bluſhing for the ſhame of its anceſtors ? 
What will the people of the next age ſay, when 
| they compare the iron of their anceſtors, to the 
| goldof thoſe from whom they immediately de- 
rived their birth ? I doubt not but the nobility 
| will retrench from their coats of arms, an un- 
_- worthy diſtinction, which diſhonours them, and 
leave the preſent generation in the deſpicable ſlate 

to which it has reduced itſelf. 

Paris, the 21th of the moon 

Rhamazan, 1920. 


LETTER 
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LETTE R CXLVIL 
The Chief Eunuch to UsBex, at Paris. 


the ſtate they are in is almoſt deſperate ; 
your wives have taken it into their heads, that 
your departure has left them entirely at liberty, 
and that they may do what they plcaſe with im- 


puaity : moſt ſhocking things are done here, 1 
cannot write the dreadful account of them with- 


out trembling. Zelis, as ſhe was the other day 
going to the moſque, let drop her veil, and ap- 
peared with her face almoſt entirely uncovered 
before the people.. I found Zachi in bed with 
one of her female ſlaves, a thing poſitively for- 
| bidden by the laws of the ſeraglio. I, by meer 
accident, ſurpriſed the letter which I now ſend 
you ; I could not poſſibly diſcover who it was 
intended for. Yeſterday a young lad was found 


in the garden of the ſeraglio, but he made his 


eſcape over the walls. To this add all that has 
eſcaped my knowledge; you muſt doubtleſs have 
been betrayed. I wait for your orders, and till 
the happy moment that I receive them, ſhall re- 
main in conſtant anxiety. But if you do not 
give me an arbitrary power over all theſe women, 
I cannot anſwer for any of them, but ſhall every 
day have news equally afflicting to ſend you. 


From the ſeraglio at Iſpahan, Ge of 
of the moon Regeb, 1717. 


LETTER 


HINGS are come to ſuch a paſs here, that 
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L KT TT RE RR CELYAL 


Ussex to the Chief Eunuch at the Seraglis of 
IZPAHAN. 


Eceive, by virtue of this letter, an unlimit- 
ed power over the whole ſcraglio: com- 
mand with as much authority as I do myſelf: 
let fear and terror accompany you every where ; 
viſit every apartment with correction and puniſh- 
ment : let conſternation ſeize upon all, let all 
ſhed tears in thy preſence : queſtion all that be- 
long to the ſeraglio : begin with the flaves ; do 
not ſpare even my love : let all be ſubje& to your 
awful tribunal: diſcos er the moſt hidden ſecrets; 
purify the infamous place, and make bauiſhed 
virtue return once more to it. For, from this 
moment, I will place the ſmalleſt faulis commit- 
ted there to your account, I ſuſpect that Zclis 
is the perſon to whom the letter you intercepted 
was addreſſed: pry into that affair with the cycs 
of a lynx. 


From , the 11th of the 
moon Zilhage, 1718. 


LET TH. 

| Nans1T to USsSBEK, at PARIS. 
Onoured Lord, the chief of the eunuchs is 

juſt dead: as I am the eldeſt of your 


flaves, I have taken his place, till you * to 
Vol. II. Ff me 
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we whom you hate choſen for it. Two days 


after his death, one of your letters, directed to 


him, was brought me; I took care not to open 
it, I folded it with reſpect, and locked it up till 
you think proper to inform me of your ſacred 
pleaſure. Ycſterday a fliwe came in the midſt of 
the night, to tell me, that he had found a young 
man in the ſeraglio: I got up, made a ſtrict ſearch, 
and found that it was the effect of his imagina- 
tion. Ever honoured lord, I kiſs thy feet; and 
beg thou wilt put confidence in my zeal, my ex- 
pericnce, and my age. 


From the ſeraglio at Iſpaban, the gth of 
the moon of the 1ſt Gemmadi, 1718. 


LET ESO 


VsBEK to Nars1'T, af the Seragiio of IS HAN, 


Retch that thon art! thou haſt in thy 

hands letters which contain orders that 
require to be carried into execution with the ut- 
moſt ſpeed ; the leaſt delay may reduce me to de- 
ſpair, and you remain inaCtive under a frivolous 
pretext ! Terrihle things happen in the ſeraglio: 
perhaps one half of wy ſlaves deſerve death. I 
ſend you herewith the letter which the chicf of 
the eunuchs wrote to me upon that ſubject, juſt 


before he died. If you had opened che packet | 

which is directed to him, you would have found 

bloody orders in it. Read therefore thoſe or- 
ders, 


——_—— — r 


A 
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ders, and execute them punctually, or thou ſhalt 
10 


From ' the 25th. of the moon 
Chalval, 1718. | 


LETTER CL 
Soli to UsBEK, af Panis. 


T ERE I to keep ſilence any longer, 1 
ſhould be as guilty as any of thoſe wick- 

ed wretches in the ſeraglio. I was the confident 
of the chicf cunuch, the moſt faithful of your 
ſlaves. When he ſaw himſelf near his latter end 
he ſent ſor me, and addreſſed me in theſe terms: 
I am dying, but the only thing that gives me un- 
taſineſs at leaving the world, is that with my dy- 
ing eyes I have beheld the guilt of my maſter's 
wives, May heaven preſerve him from all the 
mis fortunes which I foreſee! After my death, 
may my threatening ſhade return, to put theſe 
perfidious women in mind of their duty, and 
intimidate them even then: here are the 
| keys of thoſe awful places; go, carry them 10 
the oldeſt of the black eunuchs. Dut if 
after my death, he ſhould be deficient in dili- 
gence, take care to let your maſter know. Ilar- 
| ing uttered theſe words he expired in my 


| arms, I am not ignorant of what he wrote to 


| you conceruing the conduct of your wives, 
| 2 little before his death; there is a letter in 
| the ſeraglio, which would have occaſioned ge- 

| F323 neral 
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neral terror, if it had been opened. That which 
you wrote fince, was intercepted, three leagues 
from herce. I do not know what it is owing to; 
but all things turn out unhappily. Your wives 
however no longer keep within the bounds of de- 
cency : ſince the death of the chief cunuch, their 
behaviour is altogether licentious ; Roxana is the 
only one that does her duty, and continues to 


. retain her modeſty. Their morals grow more 


corrupt every day. One can no longer diſcover 
in the countenances of vour wives, that ſevere 
and rigid virtue which might ſo eaſily be diſcern- 
ed there before: an unuſual joy which reigns in 


this place, in my opinion, proves ſome new ſa - 


tisfaftion in thoſe who live here. In the moſt 
_ rrifling circumſtances, I obſerve, that they take 
liberties unknown to this place before. There 
prevails, even amongſt your ſlaves, an indolence 


ia the diſcharge of their duty, and a re miſſneſs 


in obſerving the rules of the ſeraglio, which I am 
quite ſurpriſed at; they are no longer inſpired 
by that warmth of zeal, which ſeemed to ani- 
mate the whole ſeragho. Your wives have been 
eight days in the country, at one of your moſt 
neglected feats. It is ſaid, that the flave who 
takes care of it, was gained over by them. and 
that two days before their arrival, he cauſed two 


men to be hid in a hollow place in the wall of 


the principal chamber, which they came out of 
in the evening, after we had retired. The old 


cunuch, who is at preſent at the head of the ſe- 


raglio, is a dotard, who believes whatever he is 
told. Such horrid perfidy excites my indigna- 


tion: 
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tion : and if heaven, for the good of your ſcr- 
vice, would make you think me capable of ru- 
ling, I can anſwer for ir, that if your wives did 
not prove virtuous, they would at Icaſt prove 


faithful. 


From the ſeraglio at Iſpahan, the 6th of the 
moon of the 1ſt Rebiab, 1719. 


LETTER CLI. 
NaxrsiT fo UsSBER, af Paris. 


Oxana and Zelis had a deſire to go to the 
country : I thought it would not be proper 
to refuſe them. Happy Ulſbek ! your wives are 
faithful, and your flaves vigilaat : I command in 
a place which ſeems to be the aſylum of virtue. 
Depend upon it nothing is done there, but what 
you would willingly bchold yourſelf. An un- 
1 happy accident has happened, which gives me 
great uneaſineſs. Certain Armenian merchants, 
lately arrived at Iſpahan, brought one of thy let- 
ters to me; I ſent a ſlave in queſt of it; he was 
robbed at his return, and the letter is loſt. Write 
to me therefore ſpeedily, for I take it for grant - 
ed, that in this change of affairs, you have ſome - 
thing important to enjoin me. 
From the ſeraglio at Fatme, the 6th of 5 
the moon of the 1ſt Rebiab, 1719. 


Ff 3 LETTER 
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N 
U>BEK fo Sol Ix, at the Seraglio of Is AHAM. 


Put the ſword into your hand, I entruſt you 

with what is of all things moſt dear to me, 
that is my revenge. Enter upon this employ- 
ment, but enter upon it without either compaſ. 
ſion, or feeling. I have wrote to my wives 
to obey you implicitly ; in the confuſion which 
ſo many crimes have made them obnoxious to, 
they will not able to ſand even your wm 


and make thoſe who propoſe to become ſo, trem- 
ble. What may you not expect from your maſ- 
ter in recompence for ſuch ſignal ſervices ! It will 
be in your own power to rife above your condi- 
tion. and all the rewards you could ever have 
wiſhcd for. 


Paris, the 4th of the moon 
Chahban, 1719. | 


"'LRATT KK Qav. 
UsBEK to bis Wives, at the Seraglio of I9P AHN. 


which falls in the midſt of lightning and 


tempeſts ! Solin is now the chief eunuch, but 
| | his 


AY this letter have the effect of thunder, 
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his buſineſs is not ſo much to guard as puniſh 
you. Let the whole ſeraglio bumble itſelf be- 
fore him. He is to paſs a judgment upon your 
paſt actions ; and for the future he will make 
you live under ſo rigorous a yoke, that you will 


regret your liberty, if you do not regret your 


Paris, the qth of the moon 
Chahban, 1919. 


. 1 r r n R . 


 USBEK 70 NESSIR, at IsrAH AR. 


Af the man, who being fully convinced 
4 of the value of a life of caſe and tranquil- 


lity, depoſits his heart in the midſt of his own 
family, and never knows any country but that 
in which he was born. I live in a barbarous 
country, whatever offends me being preſent, 


| whatever 1 have a regard for being at a diſtance 


from me : a deep melancholy ſeizes upon me ; I 
fink into a moſt ſhocking depreſſion of ſpirits : 
I think myſelf almoſt annihilated; and I do not 
become ſenſible of my exiſtence, till a diſmal 
jealouſy comes to kindle and produce in my heart, 


fear, ſuſpicions, hatred and regret. You know 


me, Neſſir, you are as well acquainted with my 
heart as your own. You would pity me, if you 
knew in how deplorable a condition I am. Some- 
times I am obliged to wait ſix whole months for 
neus from the ſeraglio; I reckon every moment 

9 — 4 
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as it paſſes, my impatience makes them appear 
to me of a tedious length; and when the long 
expected moment is approaching, a ſudden re- 
volution ariſes in my heart; my hand trembles 
at opening the fatal letter; that anxiety which 
made me deſpair, I look upon as the happieſt tate 
I can be in, and I dread beiog forced from it, by 
a ſtroke, that would, to me, be more cruel than 
a thouſand dea hs. Rut ehatever reaſons I may 
| have had to leave my country, though I owe my 
life to abſcating myſelf, I can no longer, Neſſir, 


bear this diſmal baniſhment. Muft I not dic e- 


qually a victim to my grief? I have a thouſand 
times importuned Rica to quit this foreign coun- 
try: but he thwarts all my reſolutions ; he con- 
fines me here upon a thouſand pretexts : he ſeems 
to have quite forgot his country; or rather he 
ſeems to have forgot me; ſo inſenſible does be 
ſeem to my uneaſinels. Unhappy wretch that I 
am, I with to ſee my. country again, yet perhaps 
it is to become ſtill more unhappy : Whit can [ 
do there? I ſhall expoſe my life again to my e- 
nemies. This is not all, I ſhall enter the ſera- 
glio; I nwſt there exact an account of what paſ- 
ſed in the fatal time of my abſence; and if I 
find my wives guilty, what will become of me? 
If the very idea is inſupportable to me at this di- 
ſtance, what muſt the effect be, when my pre- 
ſence renders it ſo much more lively ? How great 
muſt my trouble be, if I am obliged to ſee and 


hear what I cannot even think of without ſhud- 


dering? How dreadful will it be, if puniſhments, 


which I muſt myſelf cauſe to be inflited, ſhould 
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be the eternal marks of my confuſion and de- 
ſpair ? I ſhall go and ſhut myſelf up within walls, 
more terrible to me, than to the women who are 
there confined ; 1 thall carry with me all my ſuſ- 
picions, the ardour of their careſſes will not in 
in the leaſt diminiſh them; in my bed, in their 
very arms, I thali feel all my inquierudes; at a 
time io improper for reflections, jealouſy will be 
a conſtant ſource of the moſt uncaly ons. 
Worthleſs out-catis of human nature, vile ſlaves, 
whoſe hearts are for ever ſhut to all the ſenti- 
meats of love, you would no longer lament your 
condition, if you knew the miſery of mine 
Parié, the 4th of the moon 
Chahban, 1719. | 


LETT E R Civ. 
Roxana to Us Ek, at Paris. 


Orror, daikneſs, and terror reign through- 

out the ſeraglio, a diſmal melancholy ſur- 
rounds, a tyger there gives a looſe to all his rage 
at every moment. He cauſcd two white eunuchs 
to be tortured, but they did not make con- 
feſſion of any crime; he has. ſold ſome of our 
flaves, and obliged us to change thoſe that e- 
mained amongſt ourſelves Zachi and Zelis have, 
in the darkneſs of the night, received in their 
chamber ihe moſt unworthy treatment; the vil- 
lain has becn ſo audacious as to lay his tacrilegi- 
ous hands upon them. He keeps us all locked 
up 
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up in our reſpective apartments; and though we 
are alone, obliges us to wear our veils, We are 
not allowed to ſpeak to cach other; to write 
wound be deemed highly criminal; we are free in 
nothing but our tears. A croud of new eunuchs 
has entered the ſcraglio, where they watch vs 
night and day: our flcep is every moment inter- 
rupted by their real, or feigned diſtruſis. My 
only comfort is, that this cannot laſt long, and 
that all theſe troubles muſt end with my life: It 
will not laſt long, cruel Uſbek ; 1 will not give 
you time to put a ſtop to all thele outrages. 


From the ſeraglio at Iſpaban, the 2d of 
the moon Maharran, 17292. 


LETTER COIL 
Zac EI Us EK, at Paris: 


Heavens! a barbarous wretch has outraged 
| me; in the very manner of puniſhing, he 
has inflicted upon me that kind of chaſtiſement, 
which ſhocks modeſty ; that chaſtiſement which 
gires riſe to the deepeſt humiliation ; that chal- 
tiſement which brings us back, as it were, to a 
ſtate of infancy. My ſoul at firſt ſinking with 
ſhame, recovered ſentiment of itſelf, and began 
to be ſeized with indignation, when my cries 
made the vaults of the ſcraglio reſound. I was 


heard to beg ſor mercy, from the loweſt of hu - 


man kind, and to endeavour to excite his com- 
paſſion as he grew incxorable. Ever fince his 
inſolcat 
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inſolent and fervile ſoul has got the aſcendant 
over mine, his preſence, his looks, his werds, 
drive me to diſtraction. When I am alone, I at 
| leaf have the conſolation of ſhedding tears: but 
| whenever he appears, I am ſeized with a tranſ- 
port of rage, and finding my rage impotent, I 
fink into deſpair. The tyger dares to tell me, 
that you are the cauſer of all theſe barbarities. 
He would even deprive me of my love, and pro- 
fane the ſentiments of my heart. When he pro- 

nounces the name of the man I love, I can no 
| longer complain; I can only die. I have borne 
your abſence, and preſerved my love by the force 
of my paſſion Nights, days, and moments, were 
all dedicated to you. I even valued myſelf upon 
my love, and yours for me cauſed me to be re- 
ſpeed here. But now —— no, I can no longer 
| bear the abject condition to which 1 am fallen. 
| If Iam innocent, return and reſtore me your 

love; if I am guilty, return, that I may expire 
at your feet. 5 


From tlie ſcragtie at Iſpalian, the ad of 
the moon Maharrau, 17ac. 


L E TT E A CLVIIL 


ZELIS to Us BEE, af Paris. 


PHOUGH thirty leagues diſtant from me, 4 
- you pronounce me guilty, though thiriy | 
I kragues diſtant from me, you puniſh me. If a | 
darbarous eunuch lays his vile hands upon me, | 
de does it by your orders: it is the tyrant chat | 
| outrages 
| 
| 
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outrages me, and not the tyrant's inftrument. 
You may, if you think proper, add to your cruel 
treatment, My heart is quite at caſe, now that 
it loves you no longer. Tour ſoul degrades it. 
ſelf, and you are grown cruel. Depend upon 


it, you are not poſſeſſed of my affections. Fare - 


From the ſeraglio at Iſpahan, the 24 
of the moon Maharran, 1920. 


LETTE R ClIx. 
SOLIN fo UsBER, at Paris. 


1132 Lord, I am equally afflited upon 
IL my own account and yours; never was 
faithful ſervant reduced to ſo deep a deſpair as I 
am. I ſend you here a narrative of your own 
misfortues and mine, which I wrie with a trem- 
bling hand. I ſwear by all the prophets in hea- 
ven, that ſince thou didſt entruſt me with thy 


wives, I have watched over them night and day; 


that I never for one moment, remitied of my vi- 
gilance in the leat. I began my office with cor- 
rection, and diſcontinued it, without departing 
from my natural auſterity. Bur what am I ſay- 
ing? Wherefore do | boaſt of a fidelity which 
has been of no ſervice to thee ? Forget all ny 
paſt ſervices; conſider me as a traitor, and pu- 
niſh me for all the crimes I have not been able 
to prevent. Roxana, the haughty Roxana, Hea- 
vens, in whom can we henceforward place any 
confidence! you ſuſpected Zelis, and you were 
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perfectly ſecure with regard to Roxana, but her 
fierce virtue was a moſt odious impoſture ; it was 
only a veil to her pertidy. I ſurpriſed her in the 
embraces of a young man, who, as ſoon as he 
ſaw himſelf diſcovercd, run at me; he gave me 
two ſtabs of a poignard ; the cunuchs who ran 
together upon hearing the noiſe, ſurrounded 
him: he defended himſelf a long time, and kill · 
ed ſeveral ; he would even have re · entered the 
chamber, in order, as he ſaid, to die in the pre- 
ſence of Roxana. But being at laſt oppreſſed by 
numbers, he fell dead at our feet. I know, not, 
honoured Sir, whether 1 ſhall wait your ſevere 
orders. You have entruſted me with your re · 
venge, and I ought not to defer it. 


From the ſeraglio at Iſpahan, the 8th of 
e the moon of the firſt Rebiub, 1720. 


rn 
Soi fo Us sR, af Paris. 
Y reſolution is taken, thy misfortunes will 
L ſhortly vaniſh; I am preparing to puniſh. 
I already feel a ſecret joy: my ſoul and thine 
will ſhortly be appeaſed; we will exterminate the 
criminal, and even the innocent ſhall ſhudder. 
O you, who ſcem to be made for nothing but to 
be ignorant of your own ſenſes, and offended at 
your deſires, eternal victims of ſhame and mo- 
deſty, why cannot I make you enter this unhap- 
py ſeraglio, to ſee your ſurpriſe at the torrents 
of blood I am going to ſhed! 
From the ſeraglio of Iſpahan, the Bth of 
te moon of the firſt Rebiub, 1920. 
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LK T rn m 
Rox ANA fo Us BEE, at Pakis. 


TT is true, I have impoſed upon thee, I have 

ſuborned thy eunuchs; I have made ſport of 
thy jealouſy; and I have found means to make thy 
frightful ſeraglio an abode of bliſs and delight. 
Jam upon the point of death; poiſon will ſoon 
put an end to my life ; for why ſhould I live, 


when the only man who rendercd life defirable is 


no more! I die: but my ſhade will be well at- 


tended, I have juſt ſent before me the ſacrile · 
gious guards, who have ſhed the moſt precious 


blood in the world. How couldſt thou think me 
weak enovgh to conſider myſelf as born only to 
adore thy caprice ? that whilſt you allowed your- 
ſelf the full indulgence of all your deſires, you 
had a right to thwart mine in every reſpe& ? No, 
though I have lived in a ſtate of ſervitude, I con- 
trived means to be always free: I reformed your 
laws by the laws of nature; and my mind has al- 
ways continued in a ſtate of independency. Thou 
oughteſt even to thank me for the ſacrifice which 
} have made thee ; for having deſcended fo low 


baſely concealed within my breaſt, what I ſhould 
have publiſhed to thee ; in fine, for having pro- 
faned virtue, by ſuffering my bearing with your 


humours to be called by that name. You were 


' ſurpriſed at never obſerving in me the tranſports 
of love: had you knowa me well, you wovld 
have 


GG anomMmamwoo£$c «a Tc... 


as to counterfeit a paſſion for you ; for having. 
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- have diſcovered in me all the violence of hatred. 
But you have long enjoyed the happy deception 
of thinking yourſcli poſſeſſed of ſuch a heart as 
mine: we were both ſatisfied; you thought me 
deceived, whilſt I deceived you. You muſt doubt- 
leſs be ſurpriſed at my addreſſing you in ſuch a 
ſtile as this. Is it poſſible then, that after ha- 
ving overwhelmed thee with my affliction, I 
ſhould ſtill have it in my power to make thee ad- 
mire my reſolution ? But all this is over now, 
the poilon waſtes me away, my ſtrength forſakes 
me, the pen drops from my hand; I find even 
my hatred grow weaker : I die, 


From the ſcraglio at Iſpaian, the Bth of 
the moon of the 1ſt, Rehih, 122 
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i. "MONTESQUIED, 


T O 


M. Le CntevaLlitek DEZ BRUANT, 


Ln * 1 1 I. 


Was not 2 when your letter came; you 


embarraſs me greatly ; I ſhall only anſwer you 
for the pleaſure of entertaining myſelf with a 
man, who is much better able to reſolve the 
doubts which he propoſed, than the your © 
whom he ſent them. 

I am not of your opinion with regard to deſ- 
potiſm, and deſpotic princes. Ir appears to me 
horrible and abſurd to the laſt degree, that a 
whole people ſhould blindly ſubject themſelves 
to the caprice of one, even if he were an angel. 
For my own part, I would not live under him a 
ſingle day. This angel may become, in a mo- 
ment, a monſter thirſting after blood. Deſpo- 
tiſm is, to me, the moſt abominable and diſguſt- 
ful of all bad governments; man is perpetually 
cruſhed, debaſed, and degraded by it. Look in- 
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ben ancient and modern, if ever there was 
one upon earth that was not an inſult on man- 
kind, and the diſgrace of human nature. Mo- 
narchy would, doubtleſs, be the beſt of govern- 
ments, if it was poſſible to find ſuch kings as 
Henry IV. the only one who ever deſerved the 
homage and veneration of his fubje&ts. Kings 
ſhould always be brought up in a ſchool of afflic- 
tion, as this great man was; ſuck alone are truly 


ourſelves have been unfortunate. But, on the 
other hand, the hearts of princes corrupted by 
proſperity, and the flaves of pride and folly, are 
inacceſſible to pity, and inſenſible to true glory. 

I am not at all ſurpriſed, that in monarchies;. 
and eſpecially in our own, there ſhould be ſo few 
princes worthy ot eſteem. Inciccled by corrup- 
ters, knaves, and hypocrites, they accuſtom them - 
ſelves to look upon their fellow - creatures with 
Giſdain, and ſet no value on any but the ſyco- 
phants, who careſs their vices, and live in perpe- 
tual idlcneſs and inativity. Such is generally the. 


condition of a monarch ; great men are always 
levee, and gren; tings HI mare fo. Add to 


this, that the ſplendour of a monarchy is ſhore 
and tranſitory. France is already ſunk into mi- 
fery and diſgrace ; an age more will annihilate 
her, or ſhe will fall a prey to the firſt intrepid 
eonqueror. 

The Engliſh government has nothing to ſup- 
port it but a deluſive outſide, extremely flatter- 
wg to the people, who fancy themſclves the ſole 

9983 | governors. 


can feel for the misfortunes of others, we muſt 


E 


governors. I do not know any country where it 
is more eaſy to create ſuch open diſſenſions, as 
may -overthrow the ſtate. A man of ſenſe and 
generoſity may, in ten years time, erect himſelf 
into a deſpotic prince with more ſafety at Lon- 
don than at Moſcow ; remember Cromwell. Mo- 
ney alone is ſufficient to corrupt the whole par- 
liament. 

The great, ever fond of riches and powers und 
| proſtrate at the feet of fortune, who always at- 
tend the throne, will promote the views ot their 
maſter ; and the great once gained over, this 
phantom of liberty, which appeared at intervals 
inthe convulfive motions of the commons, which 
awakens, ſhakes itſclf, and ſoon vaniſhes, will be 
totally annihilated at the firſt ſignal given by the 
ſupreme ruler. | 

I know indeed of no monarchy that is fixed, 


conſtam, and perfect, the wiſeſt kings opprels _ 


their ſubjects to arrive at deſpotiſm. Adieu, my 
friend ; live in freedom and obſcurity. Solitude 
will procure you the beſt and trueſt pleaſure, 
ſelf- content The fooliſh and the wicked, ſeen 
afar of, will only excite your compaſſion ; to 
look nearly upon them would raiſe your con- 
I write this in haſte ; we will treat this matter 
more fully in the free intercourſe of guiltlels 
friendſhip. 


LETTER 


| complaints? No, my friend, you have too much 
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LETTER u 


OU aſk me in what country a man may en- 
joy the molt perfect liberty? In every place, 
my dear Philintus, where there are men and laws. 
The wiſe man is free even in the court of a tyrant, 
becauſe his happineſs depends on himſelf. Rea- 
fon and conſcience are the throne of his liberty. 
It is not in the power of fortune, injuſtice, or 
any thing elſe, to unhinge his ſoul, or diſturb 
his repoſe. He rejoices in himſelf, and his joy is 

Would you, my friend, becauſe vou fee vio- 
lence and iniquity every day committed by-wick- 
ed miniſters, by the rich and great, by almoſt 
every man in place and power, would you there- 
fore entirely banith yourſelf from that ſociety to 
which you are indebted for every thing, and for 
which every honeſt and good member of it ſhould 
yield up all, without repining at the injurĩes which 
he ſuffers from it ? Becauſe a prince buries him- 
felt in floth and debauchery, becauſe he perſe- 
eutes, oppreſſes, and deſtroys, fhall you become 
an exile from your country, leave your friends, 
uud deſert the poor and afllifted, who apply to 


ſenſihility. Deſpiſe the unjuſt and cruel prince; 
but love mankind, and, above all, the unfortu- 


winds of a court ; forget, if poſſible, that your 
Ling is ſurrounded with perverſe, wicked, and 
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oppreſſive men, who laugh at his ignorance, and 
avail themſelves of his weakneſs. Fly to retire· 
ment, in ſearch of that repoſe, friendſhip, and 
fclicity, which are never to be found in the ſears 


of power and grandeur, or in the dangerous 
and deluſive tumults of a noiſy metropolis. Bring 
with you a few friends, as worthy and ſenſible as 
yourſelf. Read Plato, Montagne, Charron, and 
Rabelais; exerciſe yourſelf in acts of kindneſs io 
who are always miſerable, perpetually toĩling to 
ſupply the neceſſities of nature, and victims to the 
W IE (56 Cotutes gunment, AAS guns 
and oppreſs them. 

Thus will you enjoy the moſt delicate and lively 
of all pleaſures, the pleaſure of doing good, the. 
only conſolation that can reconcile us to the mi- 
ſeries of human life. When once you are habi- 
tuated to a country life, joy and peace will revive 
in your diſquieted and uneaſy mind, which will 
grow ſtrong and great, raiſing itſelf by degrees 
| „ 
There, free as the air, you breath, throw out 
your thoughts as they ariſe, your ſoul will then. 
ſhoot forth ſuch divine flames as ſhall warm and 
| efilightea even the cold and ignorant. When you 
have filled your paper. arrange and correct the 
whole, and I will tell you with the utmoſt free- 
dom my opinion of it. Adicu, my dear friend; 
with a heart of ſuch delicate ſenſibility as yours 
muſt be happy, if happineſs is the portion of 
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OU are right, my dear Philintus, in belie- 
ving and ailcriing to all your friends, that 
education makes the man. That alone is the 
parent of every virtue; it is the moſt ſacred, the 
molt uſeful, and, at the ſame time, the moſt ne- 
glected thing in almoſt every country, and in e- 
very ſtation of life. But too many vague and 
impracticable rules have been laid down on this 
important ſubject. Even the wiſc Locke, the 
great inſtructor of mankind, is ſometimes miſta- 
ken, like other writers. All education ſhould 
have an eye to government, or we loſe our aim. 
The man of patience and underſtanding will con- 
ſider well the mind he has to form and inſtruct ; 
he will infuſe, by litile and little, maxims adapted 


to his age, and ſuited to his genius, rank, and 
capacity, I know that there are ſome ſoils bar - 
ren and ungrateful, and which will never anſwer 


the labour of the cultivator. But beſides that 
ſuch are very uncommon, I am inclined to ſuſ- 


peR, that frequently the tiller has neither ſtren h 


nor {kill enough to dig into and improve it as he 
ought. | | 
Ü here is one radical vice in France, which 


may, perhaps, never be extirpated, becauſe it 


comes from the women, whc, amongſt us, inter- 
fere in every thing, and, in the end, ruin and 
deſtroy every thing. A child is ſoon ſpoiled in 
their hands, from two years old to fix, when he 
is delivered vp, without conſideration, to a man 

whom 
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whom he has neither ſeen nor known. The tu- 


tor, perhaps a fellow of no character, takes charge 
of him, not from inclination, but merely ſor his 
own intereſt. For ten ſuceteding years he vege- 
tates in the narrow circle of a college, or in the 
unimproviog converſe and ſociety of prating fe- 
males ot quality. Theſe tutors are generally ap- 


pointed by the women, who ſeldom look any fur- 
| thei than the outſide; never conſidering perſonal 


merit, which they have not ſenſe enough to diſtin- 
guiſh, having never habituated themſelves to re- 


flect one moment on any thivg ſcrious or uſe- 


ful. 


Another circumſtance highly prejudicial to 
education, and which diſguſts and deters men of 


merit from engaging ia it, is the little regard paid 
to the tutor, or preceptcr, who ought to be re- 


ſpected as a father, whoſe place be is in a great 
meaſure intended to ſupply ; he to whom is in- 


truſted the heir of an illuſtrious name and fami- 
ly; he who is to form the worthy citizen, and the 
good ſubjet ; who is to do honour to his rank 
and character, and become the glory of his coun- 
try. Such are the men, charged as they are with 


fo important an office, who, in the faſhi 
world, are ſo often deſpiſed and ill-treated, and 


even {ometimes ſuffered to periſh for want. Such 
abuſes, it they become general, muſt point out a 
ſhameful and univerſal depravity of manners. 
Our nobility indeed are free from this reproach ; 
if they pay but indifferenily. they make amends 
by the weight of their intereſt, and a thouſand 


cagaging civilities, for the ſmall appointment 
vhick 
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which their fortune will permit them to allow. 


Your rich financiers, on the other hand, who are 
naturally moroſe, proud, and oftentatious, ſel- 
dom pay a man without affronting him : having 
nothing but money to give, they gorge you with 
it. 


they think themſelves fir for every thing, and the 
men are weak and childiſh enough to humour 
their caprice. Nature, notwithſtanding, made 
them but to obey, and the weakneſs of their con- 


ſtitution every day points out to us the weakneſs 


of their ſex. With regard to education, it is 
| worſe at court than in any other place, the go- 
| vernor having a deſpotic power over his pupil, 
| ſuffers him to grow up in ignorance and idleneſs, 
fills his head with the nonſenſe of faſhion, and 
puffs him up with the notion of his own rank, 


and a contempt of the inſignificant creatures that 


crawl beneath him. Every thing around him is 
made ſubſervient to his pleaſure and advancement. 
Every thing is to fall down before him on the firſt 
notice. He never talks to him concerning the 
royal virtues that adorn a throne, juſtice, cou- 


rage, beneficence, intrepidiry, and the love of 


glory ; therefore it is, that, amongſt our kings, 
we never ſee a great man; for call not the con- 


queror by that name, but rather conſider him as 


the terror, ſcourge, and diſgrace of human kind ; 
one whom the people are bound by their own in- 
tereſt to deſtroy, as ſoon as the flame of his am- 


bition breaks forth in projects of ſlaughter and 


oppreſſion. 


Lewie 


Ia France the women ruin every thing, becauſe 
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Lewis XII. was honeſt and juſt, but weak and 


ignorant. Francis I. a vain boaſter, cruel, and 
a pretender to wit. Henry IV. brave and mag. 
nanimous ; but too much given to women ever 


to become = philoſopher. Lewis XIV. at once 


the greateſt and meaneſt of mankind, would have 
excelled all the monarchs in the univerſe, if he 
had not been corrupted in his youth by baſe and 
ambitious flatterers. A ſlave during his whole 
life to pride and vain-glory, he never really loved 


his ſubjects even for a moment; yet expected at 


the ſame time, like a true arbitrary prince, that 
pleaſure. Intoxicated with power and grandeur, 


he imagined the whole world was made but to 


promote his happineſs. He was feared, obeyed, 
lived like a ſultan, and died like a woman. His 


jects. 


It is theretore, my dear Philintus, impoſſible 


there ſhould ever be a great man amongſt our 


kings, who are made brutes and fools of all their 


lives, by a ſet of infamous wretches, who ſur- 
grave. | 
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| ——2 danghter of the Jewiſh religion, | 72 
| ——not favourable to propagation, 233 
Chriſtina, queen of Sweden, abdicated her crown, 298 
| Church, hiſtory of the, its effect on thoſe who rcad it, 290 
»——— pcople of the, deſpiſe Lawyers and ſoldicrs, 84 
Circaſſia, kingdom of, almoſt a deſert, 234 
Circaſſians, the care the eunuchs take in * them for | 
their maſters, 167 
e ar in 
when the guard of them no longer entruſted to 
the citizens, 219 


H Coffechouge, 


11. 


C:fſechouſe, company there, characterized, 70 
Colleflion, of bons mots, their uſe, 


Colleflors, of taxes, — 

Colonies, unfavourable to population, 253 

e——— thoſe whom the Romans ſent into Sardinia, died 

o—— Conſtantinople and Iſpahan would be deſtroyed, if ** 
not for them, 240 

Comedies, deſcribed, 55 


Commerce, when to ceaſe between nutioa and nation, 195 

Commerce, fours in proportion to the number of people, 248 
Commentators, have a diſpenſation from common ſenſe, 268 
Compilers, the molt deſpicable of writers, 134 


Compaſs, the invention of it, to what it hath contributed, 220 


Con / gers. hers love. them lets than — | 4 
ef, gives no right of irſelf, | 157 
Ch Miele — its depopulation, - 
antiarple, 240 
not helped by colonics, 256 
Conſtitutions of the popes, made part of the French laws, 20% 
Conſe iuuios Uricmins, how received in France, 4? 
— — about the ſame, 214, 214 
Courouc, Gs | 99 
Cour!, ſincerity not ſafe there, 112 
of juſtice. 152 
C5ur:iicrs, their covetouſneſs, 16x 
8 io de Peopie; mm u- 
8 morous * wap wet oa tem, 261 
«wrrng folks, arts ; 118 
C:ar, defpotic, * 201 
Ste Peter I. 
D. i 
Decretalt, in France, having place of the laws of the coun- 
try, | 207 
Dec-ders, impertinent, in converſation, 154 
Deluge, whether that of Noah was the only one, 238 
Wr of the world, the cauſes of it, 122 
A perpetual conflict among the principles of tlie 
world, 236 
II. NMahometiſm, | | 238 
1. Polygamy, | 239 


2. „„ 
3. The — faves attending i 


th, 

III. The Chriſtian religion, 243 

1. Prohibition of divorces, ib. 

2. Cclibacy of the prieſts, and other * 5 
IV. The mines in America, 


V. Popular opinions, * aro 
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A2. The law of primogeniture, ib. 
VI. The manner of life of the ſavages, 252 
1. Their averfion to h 
2. The neglect of commerce between the different 


. 


\ The -—e——_— ow 15. 
v ib. 
VIE Colonies, 1 ib. 
Vu. ne ſeverity of government, 25G 
Deſpair, equals weakneſs to ſtrength, 197 
De iſu, extinguiſhes honour, 185 
——— reduces princes to the condition of their ſujeft, * 
— its inconveniences, . 
= aiſpoſes malecontents to attempt the life of their ſo 
vereign, =". +, ao 
— is horrible and abſurd to the laſt degree, 353 
— debaſes mankind, ib. 


——— the wiſeſt kings oppreſs their ſuljects to arrive at it, 354 


Di J. 
ace, in Europe | 
3 but in Aſia, followed by that of liſe, 214 


Directors, ; their character 93 
Divizers, _— : 119 


Divorces favourable to propagation, 239 
„ of them deſtroys the end of mar- 


Don Daixatt, the only good Spaniſh bock, 


Dre/s, an uncommon one, attr. ts the public attention, 6· 
Duels, the ſuppreſſion of them praiſed; why, 220 
——— — vHhat their 


183 
—— enjoined by the laws of honour, but forbid by thoſe 


of the ſtate, ib. 
Due on ** make it dear at Paris, 64 
E. 
Eart5, 8 it grown weary of ſupplying ſublſtence to 
238 
EccleſrgPics, their greedineſs after preferment, 163 
che advantages and diſadvantages attending 223. 
— — the difficult part they have to act, ib. 
* their attempt to make * dangerous to 
em, 124 
Education, advantages of it, 357 
au what ought to be aimed at therein, ib. 
— c Circumſtances prejudicial thereto in France, 358 - 
— worſc at court than elſeu here, and why, 359: 
Kgytt, not populous, 23$ 


3 vires, in — 


* poſſeſſions, form one of the moſt att © 
ae: in Europe, 13 — 
| England, 


: - — _—_ - — — 
—ͤ—ũ—— —— — — ͥ́C2dk 
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| England, one of the moſt conſiderable ſtates in Europe, iz. 
2 — 
— View 
Eu lib, their political maxim, | — 
Epic poems, if more than two of them ? 293 
Sn. grams, the moſt dangerous kind of poctry, 294 
taph, an cxtrordinary one, 183 
Eftates, what kind moſt convenient, 69 
* 2 
— want of wanhood their im perfection, 8 1 
E but ot the foundatien of the | 
#; 


| upon i * 
2 they hold between both ſexes, |= — 
— OR * bf 

— 1350 
4. Cin ouly Inpire innocence, 
5 R_ — des other 

E Inn he cauſe of its depo- 


168 
140 
240 
A 39 
42 
129 
79 


106, 205, 


Euch, the chief white, ——— — 


gent, 
Fanuchs, the chief of the black, his hiſtory, 
—— would have made a black flave an conuch, 
INES Sy a ww 
Europe, the principal ſtates in it, 


——— moſt of them monarchies, bo 
tee principal ſecurity of its monarchs ariſcs from 
their being pu | 120 


Kurope, hath — <a -o vernment, 2 
Turopeans, carry on all the trade of the T 38 
— „ | 


tals by the loſs of a limb, I 
Farmers, pener; charaQter of one of them, me 
jon, the caprices of it, - = 
Fathers, — to them, promotes propagation, wy 

| divinity of the French, nd 
> ces Je auced to a ſyſtem in Europe, 295 
Fiuanciers, their character and riches, 203 


Flanmel, — . 


1 N. D 3 
Np, his character, 
Founders of empires, almoſt ll of them 
Footmen, their body a ſeminary of great |: 
Fore-knowledge, ſeems incompatible with divine Juſtice, 130 
Fermalities, -1n law, as hurtful as in phybc, 
Free will, reconcile — 
France, the 


the 
f — — Po LEY 
== frequent revolutions bers in. — of the 


ſudjefts, 
one of the moſt powerful ſtates in Eusope, 21s 
——— kings of, how long ſinoe they took gnards, 214 
TD NC IO 
par 21S 
———— the number of its preſent inhabitants, not equal to 
thoſe in the times of the ancient Gauls, 254 
— its war with. Spain, during the regency, 
——— revolutions of the authority of thelr kings, 291 
French, their quick motion in walking, oppoſed to the grave 
pace of the Orientals, | 45 
Rrench, their vanity a ſource of riches to kings, 4 
— not of the eſteem of ſtraugers, 94 
——— why they ſeldom talk of their wives, 112 
—— why few jealous huſbands among them, ih. 


————thcir inconſtancy in love, 113 
paying the fool ay Ante to them; * ſerious ap- 
pearing ridiculous to them, 128 


—— — fond of being thought wits, 93 
 ———wonld appear as madmen to a Spaniard, 207 
their civil laws, | | 180 
ſeem only made for ſociety, | 182 
———— favour their great divinity, _ 


their inconſtancy in faſhions ridiculed, 
change their manners wich the age — — 


kings, ih. 
— bender of regulating the aft. irs of the world, than attend- 
Wow. > Hp 2% adopt forcign la = 
ing renou own to on 
— — regin hg 
——— the eflicacy thicy tribute to rdicaing bag who have 
Aifpleaſed them, 
—— have adopted the Roman Iaus fun the d once of their 


27F 
—the fyſiem of Mr. Law, hath turned to vices the virtues 


that were natural to them, 297 
—= Women, do not pique themſchves on their conſtancy, 113 
—— their falhions, 264 


See Women. . 
| Funeral 


— — groe 


114 
234 
299. 
283 
292 
191 
468 
288 
412 


ib. 


83. 
* — writers of, have a diſpenſation from common ſenſe, 


God, the ſureſt way to pleaſe him, 
——— 6 ad wo dis promiſes, nor change the eſſence of 


things, 149 
 —- how can he ſee future events, 150 
——— oppolite attributes aſcribed to him, ib. 
— cannot commit injuſtice, . 174 
— falſe ideas of him taught by doftois, 175 

| — no ſucceſſion of time in him, 237 
Geds, why repreſented of human figure, 120 
Gold, the mark of the value of goods, 220 
—— ought not to be too common, | ib. 
Good company, what it is, 94 
Gortz, Baron, condemned to loſe his head, _ 


Government, which the moſt 
dere favourable to the propagation of mankind, 


257 · 
*. has nothing to ſupport it but a dcluſive out- 
353. 
Grammariazs, have u diſpenſation from common ſenſe, 238 
8 are ſecured of. reſpect, and have only to render. 


ves beloved, 157 

what follows their fall, | 266. 
—— r. 

a ſatirical account of ore, ; 158 

2 contains not the hundredth 1 
23+ 

Eta | 278 
— republics became cſtabliſhed there, ib. 


Guards, 


(2 W k2 


— is Perſia, — fn effreter buns ths the 
dies, 177 
Gans — of, thought hjs name was known 


— 


thence, 249 
Gunpowder, no place 2 ſince the invention of it, 219 
ins ſhortened: by. it, and rendered Jels bloody, ib. 
Guriel, kingdom of it, almoſt a deſert, 234. 
Guftaſpe, and. Heharaſpe, revercnced by the Guebres, 143 

ä 
Nh, a Perſian prophet, | 66 
— his ſword called Zuf x any 7 32 
 Heppineſs eternal, a falſe idea of it hurtful:to propagation, 252 
Henry IV. brought up in the ſchool of aflliction, | 353 
Hereſiarchs, | 266 
— IE 1 * 
Heighetrea t amongſt. the. Engli ars 
Her, why unclean, according to Mahomet, 33 
Hoboraſpe, reverenced by the Guebres, 144 
| | 237 

| = its power, 292 
Homer, diſputcs about him, | | 7 
T!hſpi:a! for blind men, 40 
Hunour, an idol among the French, 186 
Huguenots, To | | | 122 
Haman ſpecies, the revolations it hath ſuffered, 2335 23 

reduced to a tenth of its former number, 235 
See De population. 5 4 | 
Humanity, one of the. moſt eſſential virtaes in all religions, 86 
Jaaſen its, | 48 
N relates, by order of Mahomet, what paſſed in Noah's . 

= | | 33 
1dleneſs prevented by the arts, | 222 
— why 5 their gods of human figure, 220 
Idyllium, uut hors of, . courtiers, 294 
Jealouſy, extraordinary, of oricutals, 8 


Jealaup 


1 1 © £: © 
the dependency of upon the women, 
— xp deſpiſed by the Bach, - n. 
s, collect the tribute in Turky, and perſccuted by the ba- 


ſhaws, 


— are to ride a high trot to hell on the backs of the Turks, 


68 
—— look upon rabbits as unclean, 89 
— are in all monied countries, 121 
—— obſtinately tenacious of their religion, — 


— enjoy a greater calm in Europe than ever before, 122 
— look upon Chriſtians and Turk: as heretical Jews, id. 


— their books oppoſe the doctrine of abſolute fore-know- : 
151 


ledge, 
. often extcrminated, 250 
= — — x 254 
——— bclieve in the virtue of taliſmans, &c. 318 
"I religion the mother of Chriſtianity and Mahome- 
121 


Ignorant perſons would have learned men buried in oblivioa with 


them, | 333 
— are the chicfs of moſques, | 32 
wich — contracted, 33 
revenues ariſing from it, 224 
Lg the manner of its procecding, 59 
the fondneſs of the Spaniards for this tribunal, 166 
- compliments thaſc it — ib. 
Intereſt, the greateſt monarch upon earth, 223 
Interpreters of ſcriptures have only corruptcd its ſenſc. 286 
Izvalids, hoſpital of, | — 8 
— plex: a 


ht to ame candles motunbects, i N 


— enerally tireſome; why, 


Irimetta, kingdom of, almoſt Re | = 
Tſpahan, as Large as Paris, | — 
— Ccauſcs of its depopulation, 

Italy, women of, enjoy greater liberty a thel: of the ealt, 40 44 
—— the priaces 'of, martyrs of ſovercignty, | 212 
— the countries of it much expoſed, ib. 


— nothing now but the wrecks of its former condition, 233 


—— originally peopled from Greece, 279 


— bath nothing remaining of ſovercignty but its vaia policy, 


= 


, their buſineſs and fati 


— - ought to guard againſt the arts of the advocates, | ne 
Feſftice, + x 


— in gs, 
——— intereſt and paſſion ſometimes conceal it from men, 174 
—— ought to bc beloved independent of — 


valle, : 


tians, 


7 


I N D E X. 


Juſtice. that which governs nations compared with that which 
governs private pcrſons, | 194 
divine, incompatible with fore-knowlcdge, 149 


K. 


Kings, their liber ality burthenſome to their ſubjects, 261 


———- their ambition is never ſo dangerous as the baſeneſs of 


thcir miniſters, | 267 
A tube wiſcſt oppreſs their ſubjects to arrive at deſpotiſm, 


5 
of the weſt, their character never known till tried 5 
their miſtreſſes, or confeſſors, 6 
Koran, does not ſufficiently explain moral truth, | 
| —— conftantly oppoſes the doctrine cf fore-knowledge, 151 
— full of trifles pompouſly eapreſſed, 202 
| ——— its precepts conceruirg the duties of marriage oppoſite 
to propagation, 239 


Lacedemorians, republic of, compoſed but of one family, 245 
Land, grown weary of furniſhing ſubſiſtance for man, 238 
Law of nations, better kgown in Europe than in Aſia, 193 
— = all its principles corrupted, 


—_— what it is, 


* 


194 


his ſcheme allegorically deſcribed, 


374 
Laws, whether applicable to caſe, 148 
rules according to which they ovght to be made, a71 
inconvenient to deviate from them, ib. 
— Roman, adopted in France inſtead of thoſe of the 
country, | . N 207 
Learned, their fondneſs for their own opinions, 327 
———— the unhappineſs of their condition, 33x 
letter on that ſubject, | 329 
Legiſlators, —— ty in Iealy 272 
a | city an Z D -: 44 
Lewis, XIV. WS 48 
— his character, 72 
his death, | 199 
—— his fondneſs for women in his 0:4 age, 226 
Lewis XV. his character, f 225 
Library, account of one, 284 
Liberty, promotes opulence and prope gation, 258 
— where, and how it may be enjoyed, 355 
5 * preſident of the Quidnunes, — 
anne, count of, pr | of. 273 
Lore, deſtroyed in a ſeraglio, | nn 
——— 32 Janguid paſſion in the Mahometans. 11, 
———  ſ#lf-love, well underſtood what it is, 10g 
Luziry, the ſource of a privce's revenue, 224 


Mr. the ſtrange reverſe of fortune he occaſioned, 298 
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8 a 
Magi thei Any puborw reed ro. men | = 
| =—— — ſigns that preceded and accompanied his birth, 77 
— ue men the ſuperiority over women, is. 
M bometang, believe a to Mecca cleanſes them 
make impurity to conbiſt 33 
—— 


e e a 
wives 
| of the women who educated them, * 
. 
time of marriage; is; 
— more fully perſnaded of their religion than 
——= their reaſons for not conquering certain countries - 4 
— '. its conſequence, 257 
Ne Gn —-” -: | 


— 


its holi DEN 
Taser of ſciences, wok of hem (rout of . they 


pretend to teach, 163 
Marorime, ridiculed, 2335 
Aleccs, 32 
«Melancholy, the Orientals method of curing it the beſt, "X 


Men, their way of thinking about women, 
e happy by the pri of vis 1 luſt by 
a hiſtory, 4 
— know not how 16 time their joy er ſorrow, | 

Aer, judge of others according to their own ideas of things, bs 
| — 8 Wy regard to them 


| — 
———their jealouſy proves their dependence on women, 
— 
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ſtate, 
of a 
aculam 


—— 
Moderm, . ancients, 71 
Modeſty, its advantages above . | 328 


Maul, — oy 


Mork, — of them, their vows how obſerved, — 
E. e ee e | ib. 


abuſes, ib 
. M. de, gives his own character in the 


pan on An, vo 
Moors, their out of Spain felt there to this day, 255 
_ Morality, not ſufficicut to be perſuaded of the truths of it, 

we muſt be made, as it were, to fed them, 
w— books of, more uſeful than the Aſcetics, 


1 
nts 7”, — whoſe intereſt is united 


— Ii |  Muſcovy, 


19 
286 


_ 
141 
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Mu ſcovy, its extent, 


tot 
Mujcovites, all ſlaves except four families, 
— — to what place bauiſhed. * 
—— ſordid wine, ib, 
— — — — 102 
— 3 letter on that ſubject, ib. 
— quit their country, 103 
— we beads, ib. 
de he ws of, conſtitute the ſyſtem of nature ; what 
200 
MuzTarna, how raiſed to the empire, 170 
AMuſulmars, See Mahometans, | 
Myftics, their ecſtaſies the dilirium of devotion, 26 
Vatiors, the laws of, | 193 
how they ought to be uſed, 194 
Negroes, why they pait their gods black, and the Devil 
white, 120. 
Ne merry about the chamber of juſtice eſtabliſhed to 
make the collectors dif 203 
— ts SEED che finances, _ 86 
Newſmingers, or Quidouncs, their character, _ 


two humorous letters on this ſudject, 274, 276 
Xerth, e N as former- 


ly, | 334 
Opera, ä 3 
— always accompanies liberty . 255⁶ 
0: ions, funeral, 
— leſs gay than the E y 
Grientals, u yt uropeans, 
= b w ios the 1 res, | 2 
— cure melancholy, 
' the cauſe of their gravity, : 67 
the errors of their education, ib. 
— rc not more puniſhed by loſing a member, than 
5 European is by being only diſgra q | 169 


Grientals, thc arbitrary power of 
to the "condition of their 
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P. 
Palais, le, 
. every religion gives a e 
267 
Parks, 43 
— gra ways of tharping there, 219, 118 
very body there live by their wit, — — 
— learns ſtrangers to be cautious, = 
all conditions confounded together there, 184 
——the grentelt kucary and the greateſt induſtry to be met with 
there, 227 
| — diffrent ways of getting money there, 117 
Parifians, their ridieulous curioiny, | 61 
Parliameuts, what they are, 192 
the matters debated there, 180 
deter mined by the 22 of voices, 181 
. u important affair 229 
m—_— baniſhed to P outoilſc, _— | 299 
Paternal power, of yu ſervice, 272 
Peaſants, | 2 
Peculum, what, 
Perſia, at what Saasen 
glios, 125 
w—— its loſs by perſecutin the ſett of the Guebres, 179 
. ubs reckoncd — 184 
an ambaſſador thence to Lewis XIV. 183 
governed by two or three women, 226 
. dut a ſmall number of inhabitants there, to what there 
was in the time of the Dariuſes and Xerxcics, 234 
— ſcw of the inhabitants huſbandmen, - 241 
hy fo populous formerly, 259 
— all affairs there regulated by aſtrology, 239 
— t_xcs there — oma 295 
Perſians, ſeldom travel, | 2 


—— thcir h:vrcd of the Turks, 


„ „ 


. 112 
=———— their authority over their wives, 132 
———— a ſpecimen of their tales, 301 
Perſian u omen, command and obey their eunuchs at e 


_ the means hey praiſe to obtain a ſuperior in the 


ſcraglio, 
* permirted e be in private eren with their own. 
ſex, 6, 99, 525 


—— never fee but one man, | 
112 Parſan 
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= changes of empire, and Genies in the Graghts ba 


tween the women and cunuchs, 16 
all commerce with white cunuchs fordid them, 39 
their coyneſs after marriage, 50, 97 


c——— thc manncr of travelling, and men attemptin — 
look at them killed, 1 C 


rather choſe to periſh than ſave their lives 3 
them ſelves to the view of men, ” 95 


— their conduct uniform, becauſe conſtrained, x 
. diſſenſions among — Fo | 
inn what their happ 


— — 
— — 
Peter 1. the changes be introduced into Ruſſia; his character 

103 
Fetiſs- mai tres, their buſinefs at the play-bouſe, $$ 


have the art of ſpeaking without ſaying any thing, 172 
teach their ful bones, Kc. to talk for them, 173 


FAI Ir of OxLEANS, regent of France, 192 
Fhilaſepher, deſpiſes men of memory, | 332 
Þh: dejophers, their diffculties, 5 . 


* — its ill agreement with divinity, 3 
Aer e, the h ofthe archers fen n bse 


P cm as that of the law, 
Hh, books of, adainiſler fear and conſolation at the fame 


© Une, 269 
— monuments of human frailty,: ib. 
Phyjics, the fplicity of thoſe of the moderns 200 
Phyſicians, better eſteemed by heirs than confe ſſors, 113 
| extraordinary receipt of a country phy ſician, 311 
Pilgrimage to Mecca, 31 
to St. James in Galicia, 59 
Pcems, epic, | 293 
Poets, their character, ; 93 
_—— thcir buſineſs, 293, 294 
-— dramatic, 294 
— — ric ih. 
Paint of ; "wy what it is, nf 187 
Dolygamy, a book in favour of it, 69 
———— - hindcrs population, 239 
Paland, almoit a deſert, 234 
| n—— the bad fe it makes of its Pberty, 292 
— funeral, the uſele ſſneſs of it, 79 
„ A —— magician than the king of France, 47 
Po, power and riches, 


58 
Db eie dec hiſtory produces in the winds of readers, 299 
— 
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Portugueſe, hate the French, and deſpiſe all other nations, 263 
— gravity, pride, and idleneſs, form their character, ib. 
— cus, and bots, 165 
— thc example fcc to cure thc deſire of making 

foreign conqueſts, . 25S 
. thcir looſe government in the Indics loſt them all theis 


conqueſts, ; ; 257 
Prejudices promote, or hinder, population, 250 
_Preefts of all religions reſpeRable, 192 
Prince, an arbitrary, leſs maſter-than a limited monarch, 170 
in danger from his great _ ib. 
 Primogeniture, law of, unfav to propagation, 254- 


Profeſſiaus, each man eſteems his own, 82 
Proteſtenti ſiu, more favourable to propagation than Colloliiſm, 


247 
Nti ſan, purgative, 324 
— why they ought to be moderate, 188 


their being proportioned to the offence committed, 2 
ſtrcurity to the priuces of Europe, and the contrary ꝓpractict 

dangerous to thoſe of Alia, | 225 
Purgalive, a violent, | 


324 
Ds | e ſevcral kinds Þ! Paris, _ 127 
Duet: * deſcribed, . 237 
CITE: N R. Cook . 
Rat, why unclean, according to the Mahometene, 38 
Raymand, Lully, ſcarched in vain ſer tie Hu-¼d on ꝓller's tone, vs 
Regency, 7 ME, | 296, 297- 


Regent. See Philip of Orlcans. | 
Religion, whether God will puniſh men ſer no: praftifir.g a reli- 


gion they never knew, 1] 69 
charity and humanity the firſt laws of it, £5- 
—— deſigned by God to make man happy, id. 
2 a zcal-for the progreſs of it, different from tliat attach- 
ment which ought to be preſerved for it, 122 
23 a ter. of. diſpute «mong Ctriſtians than of ho- 
I | ; 158 
dhe delief of it among Chriſtians ſeems to depend upon 
circumſtances, 5 159 
Religions, the great number of them an hindrance to an inquirer, 
a remarkable prayer upon that occaſion, 5; 
———— multiplicity of them, if uſcful in a ſtate, . 178 
—— the diſſerent kinds of happineſs promiſed by them, 263 
Religion, Chriſtian, not favourable to propagation, 243 
—— Jewill, the mother of Chriſtianity and Ma iim, 
takes in the world, and all times, 13 


— Mabometan, prejudicial to propagation, ion, 233 
liz Religions 
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Pos 22 * honour, reputation and virtue, — 

jo rey Fe ny monurchies, 278 


Neſpelt, always ſhewn to great perſons, who have there- 
fore nothing to do but to make themſelves beloved, 159 


Rica, the companion of Ulbek in his travels, his character, 4 
Kiches, why Providence hath not made them the reward of 


virtue, | 
Rebe, thoſe of the long, deſpiſe thoſe of the church and ſword, Bs 
Romances, 294 
Kemanrs, were ſubject to their wives, 76 
part of thoſe who deſtroyed their empire were o- 
riginally Tartars, 71. 
the ir religion favoured propagation, > 
n——= their flaves filled their ſtate with an innumerable 
. they baniſhed to Sardinia all diedthere,2 56. 
many monarchies formed upon the ruins of: their 

empire, as theirs had been upon the ruin of others, 
Rome, ancient, the prodigious number of its inhabitants, 


291 
233 
— celibaey puuiſhcd there, * 247: 
290 


—— original of this republic oppreſſed by Czar, | 

Roxara, . of Uſbek, L. . 7— 41 

————— her coyneſs during t months of her marriage, 30 

——— preſerves the appearance of virtue during the diſor · 
ders of the ſeraglio, 


340 
—— complains to Vibck of the ſeveritics of the chicf 
eunuch to his other wives, 345 
Roxana, ſurpriſed in the arms of a man. 349 
——— poiſons berſelf: ber emer © © 350 - 


8. 
Samos, mo, king of, why 3 king of Egypt cen len. 


196 

23 a kind of monks ; the 2 the  Muffulmans 
have of their ſanctity, 192 
Sauroma!cs 76 
Savage: cuſtoms prejndic: al to population, 252 
Scheo 72 
— 12 

et, many interpreters, e - 

— well furs 5 what it is, 109 
Sexeca, an author of little comfort to the afflicted, 65 
Seaſer, their pleaſures - real happincſs, | 19 


— judges of what is ox is not, impure, 
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Seraghs, its internal government, 2, 3» 4, 3, 13, 32, 149, 1 
love deſtroyed there, | 
—— the unh:ppincfs of the women ſhut up there, 


4 
e——— better adapted for health than pleaſure, 66- 
rt what age the women are ſhut up there, 125 
— — diſorders there, ib. 
— perſons coming too near them killed, 89 
the women ſervants belonging to it ſeldom marry, 249 
no two women allowed to be: in private t 336 
———— diſorders which happened in that of Uſbck, ib. 
——— olin fLs it with blood, 2349 
Keverity, 2 19 
— | 101 
Stoptecpers, cf the, at Paris, | 216 
Sici / , | 334 
Sincerity, odious at cuurts, _ 12 
the ſoul of a great minitrz, 333 
Slavery, | 139 
Slaves of. the Romans, 247. 
Sus). na, a rich and powerful 1 * 38 
Society, how frecly enjuyed Ly ſome of the 3 182 
u hat it is; its origigal, 193 
 Sellliers, "8 
Songs, ſatirical, their eſſects on the French, 232 
Sv poriſic, an extraordinary one, 322 
Soul, if it determines freely of itſelf, 1580 
Sovere' zus, ſhould rather ſeck for ſubjects thar texritories, 222 
Spain, one of the greateſt ſtates in Europe, 212 
— y peopled from Italy. 279 


— experienced the bad conſequence ef having expel- 
led the Jews, 


— ſcels to thi: day the-hurt of having expelled the Moors, _ 
— 2 vaſt kingdom, but a deſert, 166 
— far le's populous than anciently, 234. 
—— inſtcad of ſending colonies to the ladies, ought to ſend 
for them from thence, to repeople its own country, 25s 
——— rctains nothing of its ancient ſtate but its pride, 
Spaniards, hate the French, and de ſpiſe all other nations, 
—— gravity, pride, and lazineſs form their character 
hat they chicfly value themſelves for, | 
—— — how rewaided by love, 
——— their jeslouſy and ridiculous 
—— allow their wives to ſhow their —_ doſoms, . but 
not their heeks, leſt they ſhould be catched by the foot, zb. 
— — their.inſultin politeneſs, 166. 
=—— thcir fondneſs for the isquifkion, and certain monk- 
kikh tricks, 


na ve good icnſe themſclves, 8 
far in their books, 


ib. 
— have diſcovered the new world, hut not all their own, +. 


e 
Speniards, are a proper example to cure the —_—— 


princes to make diſtant conqueſts, 
— CC — praftiſcd to — ute 
| — 82 
n take care of their efleche by baving been at 
aris, 115 
Subordi nation, 125 
Kuicide, the laws of Europe 2gainſt this crime, 160 
San, worltipped by the fe@t.of the Guebres, | 147 

— nod | 
| = honoured at the city of Balk, | 1 

Swperjlition, 

Switzerland, the mildneſs of its government Kath rendered it 
more populous than part of Europe, = 


the emblem of liberty, 


Sword, f thoſe of the de- 
1 long robe, and are de- 


Syfem of Mr. Law, its bad effcQs, 282, 
— com to a j — | 29d 


s of 
Tal. ſmans, the Mahomctans hates ws dos, 318 


Turlars, the greateſt conquerors in the werld ; their conqueſts, 
172. 


Tartary, Cham of, daily inſults all the princes of the world, 


83 

| Temptations, follow us every where, 192 
Thcbais, of the ſolitaries there, 127 

Theedoſins, his crime and penance, . ; 124 

Thological tracts, 288 

Theology, agrees badly with philoſophy, 133 

\ Toleration, 122, 178 
— ſpeak for the ancients, who thought for t | 

279 

Travelling, more dangerous to women than to mer, 2 
Treaties of peace, 

Troglocites, their hiſtory, to prove that * * no — 

but in the practice of virtue, 19, 30 

Turks, the cauſes of the decay of their empire, 37, 38 

—— families among them that never laughed, 67 


=— arc to ſerve as aſſes to carry — nay" 


iu be conquered centuries, 36 
. as they were always, 
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Tuſcany, dukes of have raiſed a marſhy village to the moſt 


flouriſhing city in Italy, 63 
Tyen, a divinity of the Chineſe, 231 
V 
Fan-“, 327 
Venice, the ſingular ſituation of that city a 62 
—— why abhorred by — id. 
— (Econcmy its only reſi > 292 
Vent Low repreſented by nations, 120 
Vary. , fold | un France many times over, 118 
—— ad certain proofs of it, 154 
Vir the practice of it ouly can render mankind happy; a 

Oc: y to this purpoſe, 18, — 


— 1 ways — cc 
Vijap: ur, the yellow women of, ſerve to adorn the ſeraglios in 
Alia, 197 


Ulri 2 tic: of Sweden, placed the crown upon the 
he Ad of her 3 29. 


Unix c- , s ridiculous contention about de bu d. 220 


Vomit. | 324 
—— 4 more poxerful one, ib. 
let, quits Porſia, the route he took, 2, 7, 37, 44, a 


— nis clucf Hack eunuch, 


— his motives for travelling, 


— having cxamined l bis ves, naked, Be th p 
to Zachi. 


-je dous at Zachi's being ſurpriſed alone with Nadir the 


white cunuch, — 


— thinks Roxana virtuous, 


— tormented with jealouſy, ſends back one of 5 
with all the black ones who attended him, to cncreaſe the 


guards of bis wires, 43 
— hi: uncaſincſs about the conduct of Jus wives, | 42 
—— reccives terrible news from his ſeraglio, 336, 338, 339, 345 
—— his order< to the chief evnuch, 337 
— after the death of the chief curuch to Narkit bis ſucceſſor, 

338 
— pives the place of chief eunuck to S. lin, and commits his 

vengeance to his care, 342, 343 
—— writes a thundcring letter to his wives, " 
—— the unenſineſs his wives give him, 343 
— reecives letters of reproach from his wives, 345, 346, 347s 
| 361 
Wars, thoſe which are juſt and unjuſt, : 194 
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Waſving 5, legal, v3 
+ 0 of the inflicted the 
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ib. 
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E 


264 
Fomen, the unhappineſs of ſuch as are ſhnt up in ſeraglios, 
—— — thought. of the wen 0a this ſbjeſi, by 
— —ͤ̊ᷣ— 
Mahometan, 


44 
— ci. according to Muhomet, 48 
n 2 Compariſon between thaſe of France and Perſia, 52, 66 
—— — Whether it is not beſt for them to be waa 


—— ſome in France —_ to them 
as the eunuchs arc in the caſt, | 


4 

——— French, would always be 2 104, 105 
———— deſcription of ſome — 112 
——— led gaming when young, to inde a more favou- 
rite paſſion, 2 


old, game, 
— having a number of them, keeps z man free from their 
dominion, 114 
A. the animated inſtruments of man's happineſs, 126 
. beſt known by bein in Europe, 127 
—— what talent 2s them beſt | _ 
. Do. 
— 2 may comer tek 
upon her hands, 235 
— great care not to be, but to , pleaſed, id. 
R We IAIPIrY ſcrve to adorn the ſeraglios in A- 
197 


— of pleaſure, great numbers in Europe, 115 
ri 244 
World, cauſes of its depopulation, 233—259 
See De population. 
if it had a beginning, 237 
9 not at preſent the 8 inhabitants it 
anciently had, 2335 
Friters, mercenary, 119 
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Taubfulneſi, women at Paris who pretend to reſtore it, 1210 
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